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TO THE READER. 



This HjjpbJir is at present printed and circulated 
for the purpose merely of procuring further infor^- 
mationy respecting the state and husbandry of this 
district y and of enabling every one interested in the 
welfare of this country^ to examine it fully ^ and 
contribute his mite to its improvement. 

The Society do not deem themselves pledged to 
any opinion given by the Author of this Survey ; 
and they desire ^ that nothing contained in it be 'con-' 
sidered as their sentiments ; they have only pub^^ 
lished it. as, the. .report of the gentleman, whose 
nafM is:^x^y:avd"^^they publish it for the com^^ 
mentsand »l(i^H^fons of all persons, which they 
entreat iape^giVfn freely, and without reserve. 

hpHfhefiyi\tiqufisted, that the observations on 
reading this work may be returned to the Dublin 
Society, as soon as may be convenient, and which 
will meet with the fullest attention in a future 
edition. 



DEDICATION. 



to. 
THE RIGHT HON, JOHN FOSTER, 

I^ATE SPEAKER 0¥ T«B HOVSE OV COMHOKS OV lILEtiAND^ 

AND 

PRESIDENT OF THE FARMING SOCIETY OF IRELAND, 

SIR, ' ^ 

I HAD alrcady been honored with 
your permission to commit to the public, under 
the sanction of your patronage, my observa- 
tions on the agriculturfednd commerce of another 
county ; so am I again solicitous of the like 
favour and countenance, in preparing this vo- 
Jome for press. 

I feel it, at all times, an additional value 
to my statistical enquiries, to be honored with 
your protection ; but to whom else. Sir, could 
I so properly offer my labours in. this fine 
county, so superior to all others in the great 

staple of the nation, as to the friend of the 
a linen 



W DEDICATION. 

linen trade of Ireland, and the framer of those 
wise laws, which have fixed our manufacture on 
the surest basis, and established a system of 
commerce which defies all competition ? 

I do not presume. Sir, to convey a mere 
compliment; your exertions, for the interest 
and prosperity of Ireland, are superior to my 
panegyric. 

Permit me to have the honor of assuring 
yoUy how sincerely I am. 

With the most profound respect, and 
truest attachment. 

Your most faithful, obliged. 
And obedient servant. 



CHARLES COOTEi. 



DUBLIN^ 

June 1, 1803- 
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PREFACE. 



A Work, embracing such various 
subjects, as 'are suggested for the statistical 
enquiry of a county, should doubtless have the 
assistance of many. I have heartily to lament, 
and feel it a presumption, that I must lay be- 
fore the public the following sheets, which I 
cannot boast have had that advantage. Pecu- 
liar drcumstances, and unfortunate casualties, 
precluded me the information and co-operatioa 
of those resident gentlemen,^ who were .willing 
to give their cordial aid^ and of others, who 
could also have furnished me with very iut 
teresting matter. 

From so learned and respectable a body as the 

clergy of this county, surely, much information 

might have beqn expected, for a wQrk intended 

a 2 to 
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to effect such public service. Had these gen- 
tlemen contributed thereto, I should not now 
have to complain of any deficiency of materials. 

It IS necessary for me to state, that I took 
the best pains I could to obtain information, 
and duly apprized the resident gentry of this 
district of my intended touTy by a circular letter, 
in which was enclosed a detail of the subjects to 
Tdc investigated ; I thought it the surest means 
of obtaining their remarks. Four times I tra- 
versed this county, at a considerable expence, 
, and I oftentimes called on many of them at 
their houses, but had not the good fortune of 
meeting them, nor have I since been furnished 
with any observations towards the proposed 
enquiry. 

I have, therefore, only to hope, that a candid 
allowance will be made for the errors and omis- 
sions, which must necessarily be found in such a 
laborious work, compiled from my own obser- 
vations. 
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rations, with very few exceptions, which arc 
thankfully acknowledged as they occqr. 

It is indeed to be regretted, that the illiberal 
jealousies, which have been roused by the ac- 
tive endeavours of the Dublin Society in their 
institution of Statistical Surveys of counties, 
have not yet subsided; and it is strange, that 
the example of this truly respectable body 
should not have expelled the prejudices, which 
yet pervade some ranks of society, with whom 
ignorance cannot be a plea for their groundless 
fears. Perhaps in the next edition of this vo- 
lume they may please to give their assistance, 
this attempt being, only intended as a ground- 
work, or a systematic arrangement, of the subi^ 
jects necessary to be examined. 
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STATISTICAL SURVEY 



OF THE 



COUNTY OF ARMAGH. 



PART I. . 
CHAP, t , 

GEOGRAPHICAL &TATE AND MODERN CIRCUMSTANCES^ 
WITH OBSERVATIONS ON THE NATURAL HISTORY 
OF THE COUNTY. 

Sect. \ . Situation and Extent 

jflLRMAGH, which is an inland county of Ulster^ 
lies between fifty-four degrees four mintiteSi and 
fifty-four degrees thirty minutes, of north latitude, 
and six degrees five minutes, and six degrees forty- 
five minutes, of west longitude from Greenwich : its 
form is rather oblong, stretching considerably in 
an angle, both on the north-east, and western ex- 
tremities; these narrow tracts, in the aggregate, 
will be found to add more than four minutes of lon- 
gitude to the superficies of the county ; for, taking 
the average breadth of the surface of Armagh, it 

B ' is 
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IS not tiiore than twelve Irish miles, bttt its actual 
breadth from the two most distant extremities is full 
sixteen* miles; that is, from the bounds of Mo- 
naghan county on the west, near the village of 
Glaslough, to Scarvagh village on the cast, which 
touches the Newry canal line, where it is separated 
from Down county; the variation of its length 
does not any whete exceed much above one mile, 
the average extent of the county, in this direction, 
being Very nearly twenty-four Irish miles ; the most 
distant extremes, from Maghery village on the 
shore of Lotigh-Neagh on the north, to the town- 
land of Dromleee near Fox6eld on the south, join- 
ing the county of Louth, in a direct line, are but 
twenty-five miles asunder; the circumference of the 
county is about eighty Irish miles. 

The superficial contents ate 28 S square miles, or 
181,450 acres plantation measure; this in English 
measure will be 290,186 acresf. 

It 

* I>octQr Beattfort, in the Memoirs of his map of Ireland, 
states this county but fifteen miles in breadth ; but, by the 
actual survey, which was taken in 1778, it is laid down to 
ht sixteen miles broad. 

f In the rules and conditions for the plantation of Ulster, 
published by royal authority, anno i6o8» it is asserted, that 
the whole county of Armagh contained bat 77>8oo English 
acres: in this was meant, arable, pasture^ and forfeited lands 
only, 80 that the difference^ being 21 2^986 acres, were then 

the 
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It is bounded on the north-west by Tyrone coun- 
ty ; on the west by Monaghan ; Louth ranges the 
southern, as does Lough-Neagh the northern ex- 
tremity ; and Down, the full extent of the eastern 
confines. 

From the south-western point of Lough-Neagh to 
Caledon, on the borders of Tyrone, the line of se- 
paration between Armagh and this latter county is 
the Blackwater river; another stream, which we 
also trace in a retrogade course, joins this river, . 
marking the boundary on Monaghan side, from 
hence to a mile beyond M iddleton village in the 
barony of Turenny, and is the same river, or ratlier 
chain of lakes, which runs through Castleshane vil- 
lage in that county. An angle of this river forms 
the point of junction with Armagh, Monaghan, and 
Louth counties, and touches the bounds of Cregan 
parish, near the village of Culloville. 

The western limits are continued by poor fences, 
and naked ditches, for about four miles further, > 
where a small stream, in some places but a ditch 
of water, is the line of division, passing through a 
bleak and wild country, and intersecting the Fews 
mountains in the same direction, until it meets a 

B 2 very 

the uDforfeited and church lands, and also waste or unprofi-^ > 
table scopes which were never rented. 

See Harris's Hibernica» part 1st, pages 60, 62^ Dublin 
edition^ printed anno 1 747. 
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very rapid river, the Fane, which passes near Cul- 
lofville oa the south-western point, and from thence, 
touching on the south-eastern extremity of Mo- 
naghan, runs into Louth county, and is discharged 
into the bay of Dundalk. 

The line on the southern l^undary towards the 
shore opposite to Warren Poirxt, which separates 
this county from Louth, for the greater way, is 
but imperfectly traced, through a very wild, and 
in some places a barren district, and in this bleak 
region can be, but with difficulty, if at all, truly 
ascertained, where nothing is presented,, but the 
immense roc uy mountains, which stretch onwards 
towards Carlingford ; but the eastern limits, from 
the tide water to Knock bridge, within a few 
miles of the south-east angle of Lough-Neagh, are 
doubly marked by the line of navigation, which se- 
parates this county from Down, and the river it 
adjoins, and runs parallel with, in some pl^cei?, 
but a few yards asunder ; from the point where the 
canal meets the Bann, at Knock-bride, near Carrick 
Hemesne, the remaining part of the boundary' is 
through a very beautiful and highly improved coun- 
try, extending considerably in an eastern direction, 
and from hence to Lough^Neagh forming an obtuse 
angle, in which the town of Lurgau is included': 
the entire northern limit is the shore of Lough- 
Neagh ; so that, on the whole, the bounds of this 

county 
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county are well marked, and for the most part 
distinguished by strong wd ni^tural feature^. 

Sect. 2. Superficial Appropriation, 

Th^ superficial appropriation of Armagh may be 
thus estimated: 

Acres. 
Arable lands, pasture, ^nd n^epidow, • . 1^7,4^0 
Biver^ and lakes* ,.,.... 1,000 
Jloads, towns, and villages, , . ^ • 2,00Q 
Woods and plantations, . « . , • 1,00Q 
t Mountain,bog, and waste, • • • , 20,QQQ 

Total plantation acres 181,450 

\ — ' 

Inequality 

* There is no part of Lough-Neagh comprehended in thi) 
calculation, which covers an immense tract, not less than 
an area of above one half the extent of the smaller counties' 
of Ireland. Louth, which is the smallest, does not con« 
tain more than 1 10,750 acres of every description, and Long* 
ford has but 134,152. The area of Lough-Neagh has been 
in all the old maps laid down as containing nearly 100,000 
acres, but the late surveys deny that it covers quite 60,000 
acres. If the lands around this lake, which arc subject tp 
its floods, should be uken into account, the product woi^4 
even^'exceed the greater calcuj^ition | for in Do^q cpupty, 
where ;the land lies 00 the shore of Lough-Neagh, at no 
less distance than eight miles from thence, iu waters have 
frequently overflowed to a very alarming degree* 

f A considerably quantity of land, which formerly was 
rated ^s mounfaio and w^tCi^ does uot pow come ^nder that 

denomination. 
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Inequality of surface is a predominant feature 
through every part of Armagh, except in the 
northern district, where it gradually terminates in 
a plains and is there a fine flat champaign country. 

But though the greater part of the country has 
an undulating surface, it serves to add to its beauty, 
as those hills are mostly very gentle, and possess a 
very generous and fertile soil ; in many places, 
judicious plantations and comfortable orchards highly 
enrich the scene. Contrasting these cultivated lands, 
and their neat inclosures, with those of the like na- 
tural feature in some neighbouring counties, we 
cannot attribute the bleak and inhospitable appear* 
ances of the latter to any thing but a neglect of that 
industry, which here has so conspicuously beauti- 
fied the country; and these natural features must 
every where be considered as a great capability, 
towards the actual, as well as the ornamental im- 
provement of a country. 

This irregularity of surface is obvious through the 
interior. I have already shewn that the mountain- 
ous district, which in some places is beautifully 
picturesque, lies on the borders of the county. 

Sect. 



denomination. In the midst of the wildest dlstrict8> are 
large trjicts of good pasture and arable land. 
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S£CT. 3. Cml Dwisiofu 

This county formerljr consisted of five baronies^* 
three of which have been subdivided ; it thertlbre 
now contains eight baronies, 

1. Armagh, 1. Armagh. 

2. Turenny or Tyranny, 2. Turenny. 

3.0'Neiland, now divide ( 3. O'Neiland E. ) 
ed into \ 4. O'Neiland W. ) 

4. Fews, now divided ( 5. Upper Fews. ) 
into X 6. Lower Fews. ) 

* In the survey made by Pynnar, in i6i8, }t is to be 
ohserved, he divides Armagh into three baronies only, viz. 
O'Neiland; Fews, and Orior $ I conld not ascertain wheth^ 
Armagh and Turenny had been at that tinae distinct barov 
pies; if they were forfeited lands, doubtless their denoii 
fttination, as separate baronies, had not then existed, as his 
survey relfites particularly to the lands, which were escheated 
to the crown ; but in the project, which was published by 
order of James the ist. setting forth the intended plantation 
of Ulster, and a^lso the rules and conditions to be observed 
by undertakers, (which was of the date of 1 6o8, and of course 
ten years prior ,to Pynnar's survey,) it is stated, that Ar* 
:magh county was at that time divided into denominations 
of land termed Ballyboes, each of which cont^aed about 
»3(ty English acres, on au averages but, as these deno* 
minations were not found to be of equal quantity, or num* 
ber of acres, it was judged prope^ to abolish this distinction, 

and 
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5. *Orior, n<m divided f 7. Upper Orior and > 
into \ 8. Lower Orior. ) 

It is very strange, there is no County book in 
Armagh, nor could I, on enquiry, discover the cause 
of the neglect, or whether such ever existed. Of 
course, the contents of the baronies cannot be as- 
certained. 

The treasurer of the county, in his applotment, 
IS guided by a solitary record, which is called the 
ley of the county. By this key, he applots the pro. 
portion, which each barony is to pay of the sum 
presented on the county at large. 

This key was found in the papers of the late 
treasurer, and $eems to have been sanctioned by 
the Grand Jury so fer back as the year 1758. 

There are apptetters in each barony, who re- 
gulate the acreable proportion, which each deno- 
mination is to pay. 

The 

and in its place substitute acres only ; so that it is very pro- 
bable, it was in the intermediate time, prior to Pynnar's 
survey, that the county was first divided into baronies. See 
Harris's Hibernica, Page 1 1 2. 

* A small parcel of land in the lordship of Newry is 
included it Orior barony; the almost entire of the lordship 
is in Down county, and then constitutes a half barony in 
itself. 
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The annexed is the key of assessment. 



Proportion of every pound 
sterling, raised off the 
No. Baronies. county at large. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


I. Armagh^ 


pays at the rate of 


. 


4 , 


• n 


2. Turerinj, 


ditto, 




. 


2 < 


5i 


3. O'Neiland, E. 


ditto. 




. 


1 . 


6J 


4. O'Neilatid, W. ditto. 




. 


4 . 


n 


5. Upper Orior, 


ditto. 




. 


1 . 


. 8J 


6, Lower Orior, 


ditto. 




. 


2 . 


8 


7. Upper Few3, 


ditto. 




. 


. 


9 


8. Lower Fcws, 


ditto. 




. 


1 . 


7 



£. 1 



Sect. 4. 'Ecclesiastical division. 

In this county arc twenty-one parishes, seventeen 
of which are entirely within the county, two partly 
in the county of Tyrone, and two branching into 
Down. Of these twenty^ne parishes, three are 
in the diocess of Dromore, which have each parbb 
churches, and the remaining eighteen, with twenty-* 
^ seven churches, are in, and make a part of , the 
archbishoprick of Armagh. The churches are in 
excellent, indeed, mostly, in elegant repair. 

Alphabetical 
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Alphabetical List of Parishes within the Countjf. 

1. Armagh, a rectory united with the deanery , 
in the dicicess of Armagh, and baronies of Armagh,^ 
Upper Fews, and O'Neiland^ west. Yearly value 
1400/. Lord Viscount LifFord, incumbent, who. re- 
sides. The parsonage and glebe are both excellent. 
A considerable quantity of deanery lands are let 
at low rents, and renewed like bishops* leases. Four 
perpetual cures are annexed to this parish, which 
have small glebes and parsonages. ' 1 . Lisnadill, 2. 
Grange, 3. Newtown-Hamilton, 4. Eden. Eglishis 
annexed to the choir of the cathedral. The church 
and parsonage of .Lisnadill were erected by the 
late Lord Rokeby during his primacy, in a style 
truly characteristic of their noble founder. The 
first fruits of this parish are 25/. 

2. Balli/moier, alias Halh/wirCf a rectory in the 
diocess or Aripagh, and barony of Upper Fews, 
Yearly value 180/. The Rev. Mr, Paul, incum-. 
bent, who resides. This parish has a handsome par- 
sonage, and small glebe, and the entire parish was 
originally a part of Armagh parish. 

3. Balh/morey alias Tanderagee^ a rectory in 
the diocess of Armagh, and barony of Lower Orior. 
Yearly value 900/. The Rev. Doctor Leslie, who 
died lately, was presented to this benefice by his 

grace 
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grace Doctor SterDe, primate, anno 1757, and was 
forty-five years rector of this parish. He discharged 
the duties of his situation in so exemplary a manner, 
that his memory will be revered by every person 
who knew him. An elegant parsonage and glebe 
i$ contiguous to the town of Tanderagee. 

The Doctor procured a second church to be built 
in this parish, as a chapel of ease, at Poyntz^s pass, , 
and established a perpetual cure with a neat house, 
and a smaJl glebe for the curate. The late incum* 
bent constantly resided. First fruits, 13/. 6s. Sd. 

4. Cregauj a rectory in tne diocess of Armagh, 
and baronies of Upper and Lower Fews. Yearly 
value 700/. The Hon. and Rev. Percy Jocelyn, in- 
cumbent, who besides. In this parish is £i good 
parsonage, and extensive glebe,' but the land is in- 
different. A charter school was established here 
for thirty children, a.nno 1737, and endowed with 
three acres of lahd in perpetuity, one by the late 
Rev. Hiigh Hamill, D. D. when incumb^it, who 
also subscribed St: annually ; another by the late 
Francis Hall, Esq. and a third by the late Thomas . 
Ball,. Esq. First fruits of parish 25/. 

5. Derrynoose^ alias Madden^ a rectory in the diocess 
of Armagh, and baronies of Armagh and Turenny. 
Yearly value 700/.. The Rev. Mr. Staples, incum«» 
bent, who resides. In this parish is an old, but 
neat parsonage^ aqd a glebe. First fruits 20/. 

6. JDrumcree, 
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6. Druntcfeej a rectory in the diecess of Armagh, 
and barony of O'Neiland west. Yearly ^ value 450/. 
The Rev. Mr. Maunsell, incumbent, who resides. 
In this parish is an old parsonage, and some glebe. 
First fruits, 18/. 

7. Fork hilly a rectory in the diocess of Armagh, 
and barony of Upper Orior. Yearly value 250/. 
The Rev. Mr. Atkinson, incumbent, who resides. 
In this parish is a neat small parsonage, and a small 
glebe ; a very considerable charity has been estab- 
lished under an act of parliament, springing from 
a most extraordinary will, made by the late Richard 
Jackson, Esq. of Forkhill. For particulars, see 
chap. 13, sect. 5. Orior. 

8. Ready y a rectory in the diocess oi Armagh, 
and baronies of Armagh and Fews. Yearly value 
200/. The Rev. Mr. Close, incumbent. The curate 
resides in the small parsonage, to which there is a 
glebe annexed. This parish was formerly part of 
Armagh parish. 

- 9. KiUevi/j a rectory in the diocess of Armagh, 
and barony of Upper Orior. Yearly value 1 300/. 
The Rev. Mr. M*Cleland, incumbent, does not re- 
side here, but in the town of Armagh, where he 
has a parsonage, as precentor to the cathedral. No 
parsonage for the rector in this extensive parish ; 
but at Camlough near Newry a new church has 
been lately built, as a chapel of ease, and a small 

house 
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house for the curate who resides ; a small glebe has 
also been laid off. The rector^s glebe lands are ex- 
tensive. First fruits, 20/. 

10. Killmorey a rectory in the diocess of Armaghi 
and baronies of O'Neiland west, and Lower Orior. 
Yearly value, 11 00/. The Rev. Doctor Lodge^ in- 
cumbent, who resides occasionally here in summer, 

^ and in Armagh city in winter, at the public library ; 
he is librarian. In this parish is an excellent new 
parsonage, and a fine glebe. 

It has also a chapel . of ease at MuIIavilly, near 
Tanderagee town, called New church, which was 
built about the year 1755, at the sole expence of 
the Rev. Doctor Brandreth, Dean of Emly, the 
then incumbent, aii4 the ground was given by the 
then Lord Viscount Fane, on whose estate it was 
built. First fruits of this parish 18/« . 

11. LoughgaU, a rectory in the diocess of Armagh, 
and barony of O'Neiland west. Yearly value 450/. 
The Rev. Mr. Bissett, incumbent, who resides oc- 
casionally here, and also at the parsonage and 
glebe of his other parish in the county of Louth, 
near Drogheda. In this parish is a very neat par- 
sonage, and good glebe, and a new and very hand- 
some church has been lately built. 

1 2. Loughguilfyj a rectory in the diocess of Ar- 
magh, and baronies^ of Lower Fews and Lower 
Orior. Yearly value 750/. The Rev. Dean War- 

burton 
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burton, incumbent, ^ho resides in an excellent par- 
sonage, to which a good glebe is annexed. It has 
also a chapel of ease at Drumbanagher. First fruits 
of parish, 20/. 

13. Mullabracky a rectory in the diocess of Ar- 
magh, and barony of Lower Fews. Yearly value, 
1100/. The Rev. Doctor Hamilton, incumbent, who 
resides occasionally here, and at the observatory, 
near Armagh, of which he is astronomer. In this 
parish is a good parsonage, and a glebe of about 
1200 acres. A chapel of ease has been lately built 
at Kilcloney, between Keady and Market-hill. 
First fruits of parish, 16/. ; of this sum 6/. for Kil* 
cloney, which was united. 

14. SegoCy a vicarage in the diocess of Drbmore, 
and baronies of O'Neiland, east and west. Yearly 
value, 500/. The Rev. Mr* Blacker, incumbent, 
who resides. This parish has an excellent parsonage 
and glebe : it has also a perpetual cure at Muntuaghs, 
alias Mointagles, value, 120/. Part of the emolu- 
ment of this cure arises from the first fruits office. 
First fruits, 4/. 

15. Shankhill, siias Lurgan, a rectory in the dio- 
cess of Dromore, and barony of O'Neiland east. 
Yearl}'^ value, 500/^ The Rev. Mr. Waring, incum 
bent, resides on his estate in the county of Down. 
There is no parsonage or glebe in this parish. : First 
fruits, 6/. 

16. Tartaraghan, 
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16. Tartaraghan, a rectory in the diocess of Ar« 
maghy and barony of O'Neiland west. Yearly value 
300/. The Rev. Mr. Jephson^ incumbent^ who has 
^ parsonage and glebe. 

17, Tynan, a rectory in the diocess of Armaghy 
and barohy of Turenny. Yearly value 900/. The 
Rev. Mr. Quin, incumbent, who resides. In this 
parish is a very elegant parsonage and glebe, and it 
has a perpetual cure at Middleton, where a very 
handsome new church and extensive parsonage has 
been lately built; a small glebe is annexed.. For 
particulars of an extensive charity, affecting the landf 
of Mid&leton, bequeathed by Archbishop Sterne^ 
aeechap. 13, sect. 2, Turenny. First fruits of pa- 
rish, 20/. 



Parishes which branch into this Ccunfy. 

1. Clonfeacle, a rectory in the diocess of Armagh, 
and the counties of Armagh and Tyrone. The 
greater part is in Tyrone, and barony of Dun- 
gannoB ; the lesser in Armagh, and baronies of Ar*. 
magh and O^Neiland west. The parish church is 
at Benburb, on the borders of the two counties ; the 
parsonage and glebe in Tyrone. The Rev. Doctor 
Richardson, late a Fellow of Trinity College, Dub- 
lin^ in^nunbent. The value of this. living in Ar« 

magh 
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I 

magh county is very small. The patronage is in 
the College, First fruits, 16/. 

2. KUlyman^ a rectory in the diocess of Armagh, 
and counties of Armagh and Tyrone ; the greater 
part is in Tyrone, and barony of Dungannon ; the 
lesser in Armagh, and barony of O'Neiland east. 
The Rev. Mr. Caulfield, incumbent. The church," 
parsonage, and glebe, are in Tyrone county. The 
value of this living in Armagh is very small. 

3. Magheraliny a rectory in the diocess of Dro- 
more, and counties of Armagh and Down. The 
greater part is in Down, and barony of Upper Ivc- 
agh. The lesser part in Armagh, and bsCrony of 
O'Neiiand east. The church, glebe, and parson- 
age are in Down county. The value of this living 
in Armagh is very small. First fruits, bl. 

4. Newry^ a lay-rectory in the diocess of Armagh, 
and counties of Armagh and Down. The greater 
part is in Down county, and the entire parish is in 
the lordship of Newry, which extends into Upper- 
Iveagh in Down, and into Upper Orior and O'Nei- 
land west in Armagh. The church is in Down 
county. The lord of the manor is rector, and his 
vicar is the Rev. Doctor Campbell, who resides ; 
but there is no glebe or parsonage. Grange, near 
Loughgali, is a part of this parish, and was formerly 
the grange of the old abbey of Newry. For cu- 
rious ecclesiastical privileges^ and immunities, which 

the 
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the rector of this parish enjoys, see chap. 13, sect* 
5, Lordship of Nemfy. 



References to Ecclesiastical Denominations, which 
are not distinct parishes. 

Ballywire, see Ballymoier parish. 
Benburb, see Clonfeacle parish. 
Camlougfa, see Killery parish. 
Drumbanagher, see Loughguilly parish. 
Eden, see Armagh parish. 
Eglish, see Armagh parish. 
Kilcloney, see Mullabrack parish. 
Lisnadill, see Armagh parish. 
Lurgan, see Shankhill parish. 
Madden, see Derrynoose parish. 
Middleton, see Tynan parish. 
Mointagles, see Segoe parish. 
MuIIavilly, see Kilmore parish. 
Muntuaghs, see Segoe parish. 
New Church, see Kilmore parish. 
Newtown-Hamilton, see Armagh parish. 
Poyntz^s Pass^ see Bally more parish. 
Tanderagee^y see Ballymore parish. 
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Arehhisheprick^ or province of Armagh. 

The archbisboprick of Armagb is one of the four 
tccl^^tical provinces of Ireland. 

The archbisbop is istyled Lord Primate of all Ire- 
land ; he has in his province seven bishops, whom 
be presides over; as 'to his own see of Armagh, he 
holds his visitation annually, but as to his suffira- 
gaps, triennially only. 

It&e following tables are taken frotn Doctor Beau* 
fort's memoirs of his map of Ireland. 

In the province of Armagh are 10 dioceses^ 

1 . Archbishoprick of Armagh. 

2. BiShbprick of Ardagh.* 

3. „ Clogher. 

4, «: — '^ —Connor. 

5, ■ • ^ •' • Derry. 

6. Down. 

7, .:- Dromore. 

2. ^ • Kflmore. 

9. Meatb. 



JO. — Raphoe. 



Th^ 



^ Ardagh, though in this provincei is now aDoexed to 
^ id^e ai:chbi8hopnck of Tuam. 
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The arcbbishoprick of Armagh extends into five 
counties, is fifty-nine miles from north to south, and, 
in breadth, from ten to twenty-five miles, or, in 
English measure, seventy-five miles long, and from 
twelve and a half to thirty-two broad. 



CoiHities. 
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The average number of acres to each church, in 
the archbishoprick, are 6,761, and the proportion of 
impropriations 4,50. . 

The average .number of acres to the ecclesiastical 

province of Armagh, are 9,684, and the proportion 

of impropriations 3,43; the total number of acre^, 

in the ecdesiastical province, are 4,319,250; of pa* 

C2 iishet 



* Four of these glebe-houses are in the peq>etual cares^ 
into which the parish of Armagh is divided, and there are 
fiye more appropriated to the choir. ^ . 

It is at present in contemplation, to have a glebe and par- 
sonage appropriated to every church in this dioce^ or, at 
least, to every benefice. 
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rishes 663; of benefices 419 ; of churches 446; of 
glebe-bouses 212 ; of parishes with glebes only 156; 
of benefices without glebes 83; of rectories impro- 
priate 133; and of parishes wholly impropriate 

eo. 

The crown has the patronage of thirteen parishes, 
the Lord Primate of sixty. The university of Dub- 
lin presents to three, apd the remainder have lay 
patrons. 

Table of first fruits of the ecclesiastical benefices of 
the archbis/ioprick of Armagh^ from the original 

c record, copied in q, tract which has been published 
entitled, Valor Beneficiorum Ecclesiasticorum in 
Hibernia. 



Diacesis Armachana. 

' Exteiita el taxatio dignitatum et beneficiorum 
spbitualium in dicecesi prsedicta, facta per Georg. 
Miden, et Fran. Aungier, Commissionarios Regis 
Jacobi primi 15mo Anno Regni. 

ArchiepiscopUs 
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Archiepiscopus Armach. ita taxatur, ultra omnia 
onera et reprisas. 

£. s. d. 
Maper. Termonfeighan, « - - - - 23 . 18 • 6 

— Dromiskin, - - •,- . - 14. 1.6 

Kilmoone, ------ 5.0.0 

■ ■ ■ ■ Eniskeene, ,- - - - - - 10. 0.0 

Turlough, ------ 0.0.0 

Donoughmore, in Com. Dunen. 10 • . O 

Ardtra, -------- 98. 0.0 

' — Donoughmorc, in Com. Tyron. 70 . . O 

Armacban. ------- 140 .0.0 

Uuae tertiae; manerii de Nobber, - - - 5.0.0 
R.impropriatasde Athboy^in Com.Miden. 10 .0.0 
Castrum et tibrrse de Concestor, -•-2.0.0 
Priorat. Sti Andreae,vulgode Black Abbey, .0.0 
Messuagium cum gardino in villa de 

Drogheda, -.-^^.«2.0.0 
Proiicuaspirituat.jurisdictarchiepi8Copat.ro. . 



In toto .£400 .0.0 



Archiepis. taxat. alibi, 30 Hen. VIII. 183 . H . li 
Decanatus Armach. ------ 35. 0.0 

*Archidiaconatus Armach. - - - - 2.0.0 

Sect. 

* Note : here follow the sums annexed to each parish in 
the diodessj in the tract, the first fruits of this county ara 
marked in the alphabetical list of parishes, ui tupra. 
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' , Sect. 5. Climate. 

Ik this district, the climate is perhaps more fa- 
vourable than in most of the other counties in 
Ulster. First, from the n^iture of its soil, which, in 
general, is not retentive, but tilly and warm j se- 
(iondly, because the north-east winds, which blow 
in spring, have no mountains to interrupt their 
passage, until they arrive at the further verge of 
the county, where, for the first time, the clouds 
are impeded bj* the Fews mountains, whose falls are 
rather to the western side of the mountain ; thirdly, 
the gentle undulation of the surface with regular 
falls to the valleys, where there are numerous ra* 
pid streams to carry off all superficial water; 
fourthly, the substratum being gravel or limestone, 
in many places ; and fifthly, because there is little 
or no marsh in the county. To these causes may 
also be taken into account, the great temperature 
obtained by partial and judicious shelter, and, per- 
haps, no where in Ireland, is this improvement 
more eminently conspicuous, than in the greater 
part of Armagh county, where, for a very extended 
district, few even of the peasants* houses, but 
have the shelter of an orchard, to protect them fro 
the cold blasts of winter, and their little farms are 

admirably 



OF TH^ CpyiCCY OF ARMAGH. af 

«4<nir9bly fenced with great care and n^tnesi. 
The lofty mountains in the county of Down, from 
Moume to Slieve-Croob^ which extend in a south- 
es^teoi direction from Carlingford Bay, so as to 
completely shelter Armagh, from north to south, 
arrest the heavy clouds, and violent gales, which 
are impregnated with moisture frpm the channel, 
and the whole southern extremity is shut out by that 
range, from Slieh-Guillen to the Fews. 

The south-east winds are always most violent 
and lasting, and accompanied with torrents of rain, 
not can fair weather be expected from this quarter ; 
these wipds are prevalent during the winter months, 
ppr do they abate oftentimes till the spring is far 
advanced; but from the good tilth of the soil, the 
business of agriculture is seldom impeded by them. 
Tlus cause^ together with the warmth of the soil, 
nuyr be alledged, why the harvest is earlier here, 
by perhaps ten days or a fortnight, than in some 
neighbouring counties; the difference of forward- 
ness in the seasons, between the more northerly and 
southerly extremes of this small county, proves, 
that it is elevation of surface, and a retentive 
soil, which retards the harvest, and not the trifling 
difference of latitude, which could exist in a tract 
of twenty-five miles distance. The foliation of 
trees, if exposed, is a good criterion of climate j 
but in plantations those trees best sheltered will 

many 
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many days sooner expand, than the same genus in 
a very remote and more southerly latitude, 'which 
have not the advantage of shelter. 

A continuance of north-easterly winds in March 
is most pernicious, and very materially retards ve« 
getation ; to fruit-trees they are most hurtful, and 
indeed to every kind of horticulture ; it has been 
remarked, that these winds are of late years more 
severe, than have been remembered: until lately, 
the best agriculturists have agreed, that they were 
propitious both for vegetation and for rural labour, 
but it is very certain, that our climate has latterly 
been more harsh, and our seasons less steady ; and 
this same variability and severity is complained of 
in every northern latitude, and even in countries, 
more southerly than the British isles. Perhaps, this 
change has been gradual, though latterly more ra- 
pid ; for it is well known, that on some of our bigh« 
est mountains trees will not now flourish, although 
in removing but a little soil we find immense trunks, 
which prove these lands to have been formerly in 
forest. If the soil in such places was invariably 
boggy and antiseptic, we could account for its 
change to that property, which must have been 
imparted to it from the timber ; but I have seen va- 
rious kinds of elevated soils, where no antiseptic 
or boggy particle existed, and which had formerly 
been in forests, yet no tree would now thrive in such 
J places, 
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^acesy though attended by judictons and carefol . 
planters ; this remark is strongly justified by manjr 
reports of the like failure of plantations, in more 
northern countries of Europe, and that some delicate 
plants, which were once indigenous, must be now 
sought for in more temperate climates. 

That our climate is considerably altered, is very 
certain, and it is no less so, that we have not pro- 
fited by the change. Fevers are more prevalent 
than formerly ; chronic complaints are more nume* 
rous and violent, and a long train of nervous dis* 
orders have been engendered, which but lately hare 
liad a name. 

In a variable climate, that district must be OKMt 
fevoured, whose soil is warm and tilly, and whioh 
has natural barriers to defend it from the inclemency 
of storms. Both of these advantages Armagh hap- 
pily possesses, nor are numerous instances of lon- 
gevity wanting, to prove that its climate is not less 
salubrious, as its soil is unquestionably far move 
fertile, than we find in the greater part of the sur- 
rounding districts. 



Sect. 6. Sail and Surface. 

m 

This county has, generally speaking, a very fer- 
tile soil, in a great portion of its land extremely so; 

but 



iiii%( for tb« pnrpo^iBs ofi hiwl^fidry, wd ith^ f<>- 
portjpn but ipsacy trifling, wh«re tilldgepQaldi, lat^M. 

Xaking a. d^tific^ vievf ofjldbQ soil of this cou^ty^ 
and comcn6ncing npctbwasd at< ttie-b9^r6ny gf O^NQi-. 
1^ c^t, we god tbe ^p^riicia^t ^tr^m^ ^ rjch 
brown losan, which 19 tolerably de^p ; %hm spk^tx^^ 
t$im cl$iy> oj: gravel, bat little cur any caIcp.r^,QM$ 
matter, except it 13 very deep, and only partially. 
&,aiid# 

0.0 the estate of WiUiam Brownlow, £sq. is a lima- 
Btone quarry, but in a flat low country, very little 
elevated above the levjel of Lowgh Neagh; but there 
^ j9o heavy a bearing of soil over the qtiarry, and 
m. great a flow of water when this is removed,, 
that' this Ici^sil will not repay the expence of work- 
ing it; aathajt there is no limestone raised in this 
faxt of the country, though much is brought in 
&r manure from a ccHisiderable distance. 

The soil, when assisted with this powerful manure^ 
will ^ produce any crop in great abundance ; here, 
it is principally under wheat tillage, which it yields 
very amply, though their system of farming is not 
to be recommended, as they almost invariably sow 
their wheat in a potatoe fallow. 

The surface of some marshy tracts, is a light K9<^^> 
covering a whitish or a yellowish clay equally bad, 

which 
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%hich thqr have not maieriak |o nSl^iUmSip im- 
prwet as U«iestpDe-gravd| if^. Iwt yet thar^ it a 
sufficient fall for dntining, and it has 6ltp»bttiltjr 9f 
being converted into good pastufe. 
- In this di^ct, there is also a considerable quaa- 
tity of bog, which yields red aabes^ wd is rmy 
reclainiable. In that part of this baxony, arfaifrii 
lies towards the town of Ann^b, tba soil isirioh 
limestone. 

The general description of Orior baraQy^ er das 
eastern district, is a light soil, and has a stony 
earth, which is friable, but no limestone; varying 
from a siliceous schistus to an argillaceous atratuaiy 
and frequendy a slaty subsoiL 

All these soils are improiwable by lisnia, wfaioh 
is the great and effectual manuiSf and aldiongb it 
is at a considerable distance from sonse parts of 
the barony, yet by the Newry canal, which ranges 
this whole district, they can easily be supfdied ; the 
cost of the stone at Carlingfcffd is 4$. per too, and 
the expence of freight is very trifling ; there as no 
toll on the navigation for manure, the property of 
the canal not being vested in a private company; 
but this will be particnlarly explained under the 
bead of navigation. 

Neither has the soqthern part of this county any 
calcareous matter, excqiting on the borders of 
I^outh, where die country is roc^y, barren, aikl 

mosdj 
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mostly unfit for the uses of husbatidry, and is well 
defined as barren fnountain ; faere^ huge rocks of 
hard grit are seen- promiscuously mixed with blocks 
of limestone, as if by some convulsion of nature 
they t^ere accidentally thrown together ; not is it 
easy to distinguish the difference in these rocks, 
w.ithDut breaking them^ tbey ate so alike in then* 
exter]€yr appearance^ but the limestone is only 
found on the verge of the county, for there is none 
in tiie interior of these mountains, nor from thence 
ta Slieve-Guillien, and throughout the Fevvs, the 
^tone of these districts being eithcfr a very brittle 
and decayed freestone, with a ferruginous tinge, 
or a hard stone, which is of a shade between dark- 
blue and green, and, when viewed in different lights, 
seems to change frpm one to the othercolour, and 
which has. the general name of whin-stone through 
. this county, and many other parts of Ulster, where 
* it is found : this stone, therefore, probably is not ho- 
mogeneous, but in its analysis it contained a very 
.small particle of calcareous matter, only 4 parts 
in 100, nor will- it give -fire when struck with the 
steel, though it has all the hardness of flint. If 
whin^tone is the {uroper name of this fossil, it dif- 
fers from that which is so called in Scotland, as 
described in Williams's natural history of the mi- 
neral kingdom. He calls this species of fossil the 
roof of coal mine; that it is of a flinty hardness, 

is 
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k Uaok, blackish grey, brown^ and red ; he alto 
distinguishes another kind of this fossil, whose co- 
lours are grey and black*, and are actual basaltes ; 
the grey receives the highest polish, and the black 
Ukes a good polish, and is unfading : this species, he 
tells us, is called sturdy in the north part of Scot* 
land, and cockle in Cornwall; but the^best mi- 
nendogists deny that cockle or shirl should be 
ranged under basaltes. 

The gentleman, who favoured me with the ana* 
lysis, his modesty not permitting his name to be 
mentioned, lest he should be inaccurate, sajrs, that 
in 100 parts of the whin-stone, of this county, he 
found it to contain. 

Siliceous earth 46 

Argillaceous 22 

Iron M 

Calcareous 4 

iOO 

It is to be remarked, this fossil is not found in 
regular strata like quarries, but in large blocks and 
boulders, and frequently huge, long stonns, per- 
haps of some tons weight ; and of such nature are 
those great atones, that are set upright, which fre- 
quently encircle a Druids temple, or support the 
altar or sepulchral flag. Except on the borders of 

Louth 
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Louth county, I nev^ saw UinestoQe is Ae auntf 
dktrict with this fiMbil. 

The western borders, aod the middle district of 
the oountj, are (^ a litfie&toiie soil, oa the line 
iroin Monaghtn coabty towards Armagh ; it is of at 
very good quality and white colour ; from thenee 
to the town, it is tinged with red, and gradually 
possesses that colour very strongly ; the redder it 
becomes, it possesses the properties of itiarbie still 
more, taking a polish, but is less calcareous, than the 
white limestone. 

Almost the whole of the barony of Armagh poeu 
tesses this valuable- fossil, and in mahy partial spots 
are very great quarries of the white species, but 
it is never found in pebble or boulders in that dis* 
trict, where the red colour is predominant; some 
limestone of a pearl colour is also found in loose 
masses, and a great deal which is variegated with 
many colours, which is very good marble, and is 
that description which is called plumb-pudding mar- 
ble, from its similitude to it in its spots and dapples. 

^I this region is very grateful in tillage, aod 
iSse in meadow, when nianared, but the best na- 
tnral meadows are on the banks of rivers, and have 
a very deep brawn loam, yielding great tropt 
Without any tnamire. 

Tbt 
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The natural heritage of Ae soil i», 
Poa piatensis, or, meadow gra&i. 
Alipecilrus pratensia, or, meadour fox^dl. 
Pi>a trmalts, or, rough stalked nteadow gnns. 
Arena flayesaens, or, yellow oat graft. 
■Festuca ovina, or, sheeps fescue grass. 
Cynosurus crystatus, or, crested dog-tail* 
Aittfaoxantum odoratum, or, sweet scented spring 



Festuca loliacea, or, darnel fescue grass* 
Triticum rfepens, or, couch grass. 
Trifollum pratense, or, red clover. 

But a very few noxious weeds are seen, as the 
cobstant tillage, and corn crops generally succeed* 
ing potatoes, keep their fields tolerably clean, con- 
siderably more so than in great com countrie^^ 
'where the enclosures are large ; they seldom weed 
up any but nettles and thistles; if a stubble field 
dbottld be left a year in cashier fallow, which iB sd* 
dom the case, the crow-foot and tansy soon over* 
ftpread it, and are very difficult to be eradicated i 
thele matters will, however, come under considera- 
tion more particularly in another section. 

The hilly district is genelrally of a deep and re- 
tentive soil ; yet the substrata are frequently gra- 
vel, which, though not calcareous, would by pro- 
per application effect all the mechanical assistance, 
which would so abundantly improve the soil, by 

rendering 
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rendering it more tillyand open: a decayed free* 
stone gravel, and highly tinged with ferruginous 
ore, is partially found in this region; and here are 
frequently slaty subsoils. Heath is particularly vi- 
gorous in these places^ nor have many^years elapsed, 
since the hills between Tynan and Keady, now in 
such good culture, were entirely covered with 
this plant, which was destroyed by linding, and this 
. manure was carried from a good distance. 

There are few moory hills, I mean of turf-moor, 
but abundance are yet clothed with heath-moor, 
and wild pasturage, ferns, small whins, tid 

The valleys have naturally a rich and loamy soil, 
very grassy, though neither marshy nor yielding 
many aquatic plants ; the poa fluitans, or, water 
fescue grass, is most luxuriant and rampant. 

The south side (^ the hills have the best natural 
'grasses, and farmers asse]*t, that cattle will 'reluct- 
antly leave this aspect, for a fresh pasture on the 
-north side. 

This description of the soil of this county must 
^nly be considered as applying generally ; where 
there is so great a variety, it would be an endless 
task -to enumerate distinctly : a sandy loam is per- 
haps less met with throughout, than any other kind 
-of soil, though, in general, loam is predominant j 
fortunately, its subsoil is not retentive. 

The 
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The surface, which is beautifully irregiskr, points 
out the easiest method of draining, and has great 
capabilities in various places for the most approvcfd 
methods of irrigation. As yet, the treasures, which 
may be embowelled in the bills, hare been, if at 
all, but very superficially explored. 

The best criterion to judge of the fertility of the 
soil must be the general produce, which in this 
county has a very high reputation, and on the 
average return will not be found inferior, after a 
jtidicious culture, to that iyf Ae best counties of 
Ireland. 

Mountains. » 

The principal mountains in Armagh, in point of 
extent, are the Fews, which range the sotitiiem anU 
western limits, stretching into the interior; thSe 
highest mountain in the county is some miles from 
the borders ; it is called Slieb-Gullyn, or Slieve- 
Guillien. It is considered the loftiest in Ulster, ex- 
cepting Slieve-Donard in the ndghboiiring county 
trf Down, and viewing the latter from Slieve-Ouil- 
lien it does not appear so high. As Slieve-Donard 
stands so abruptly on the sea coast, its apparent 
height must be considerably encreased, and Slieve* 
Guiliien from its interior situation, amot^st other 
lofty mountains, must in the like ratio be reduced 

p in 
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in our sight : from the eastern part of the county' of 
Cavan, the latter is distinguished almost everyday 
in the year, from a distance of about thirty miles f 
yet Slieve-Donard^ which in a right line is but 
nine miles further distant from the sa|;ne iplace, 
cannot be discerned even with a good telescope. 
I have been told that^ from another point of view, 
the summit of Slieve-GuiUien is easily seen with 
the naked eye, though at a more considerable di- 
stance from the place of observation than Siieve^ 
Donard, when this latter mountain cannot be dis^ - 
tinguished but with a glass ; this, if correct, which 
I do not assert to be po, is a certain proof of the su- 
perior elevation of the Armagh mountain; snow 
will remain for months on this, after the former has 
; resumed .its verdure, but this is certainly no jMroof 
of greater height, as the saline particles will nattu- 
rally. dispel the snow. 

From Slieve-Guillien to the Fews, the country is 
bleak, wild, and hilly, and in many places may 
.be truly termed . mountainous, and, in this sense, 
•may be considered as connected to the Fews by the 
.chain of a,brupt hills from Forkhill to Qrossmaglm ; 
but by being more lofty, it of course displays monB 
^of the nature of primitive mountain, and we can 
.safely pronounce the greater part of it can nevc^* 
.be brought into cultivation, but mxist eternally re- 
inahi in its natural sterility. 

Yet 
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^ Yet in these wild and romantic scenes, there is 
something very interesting, awful, and grateful to 
our senses, elevating the inquisitive mind, and in« 
spiring a strong desire to explore their inmost re- 
cesses, and an anxiety to become familiar with so 
sublime a solitude. 

It requires but little attention to its examination, 
to pronounce Slieve-Gullien under that despriptipn/ 
which naturalists term primitive mountain, or of 
that kind which possesses a majestic eminence, and 
covers so immense an area, as to date the origin as 
certainly antediluvian. These properties are emi- 
nently attached tp this, celebrated mountain ; its 
contiguity to the neighbouring chain of the lofty 
Mourne mountains, its connexion with diose of 
the Fews, which have so vast an area, and more 
particularly the nature of its soil, all concur to 
rank it under the distinction of primitive mountain : 
here we see no rounded pebblies, sand, or marine par- 
ticles, no accumijlation of foreign substances, ex- 
cept probabjiy they may be at the base, which does 
not contradict the assertion. 

Rocks, caverns, glyns, from a bold ascent, are 
the features of the summit of the mountain, with- 
out the smallest appearance of any calcareous mat- 
ter ; and although there have not hitherto beisn any 
ininerals discovered here, yet there is a strong pro- 
bability of their existence,* from the metallic tinge 

B 2 o^ 
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of the waters, which burst from its sides, and ooz# 
iti plentiful discbarges in times of the gr(;atest 
<kought. 

The granite argillite, which generally indicates 
a metallic district, and is peculiar to primitive moun- 
tain, is found here, and also a brown freestone de- 
^yed on the surface, where the torrents have de- 
luded the rock and carried off the soil ; mica and 
feltspar, in small quantities, are frequently inter- 
mixed with the fossil. 

The general character of the soil is deep and 
boggy, yet firm in the surface, highly antiseptic, 
and covered thickly with heath; the substratum, 
% loose, decayed, brown freestone gravel, pretty 
regular, except when sudden torrents or subterra- 
neous waters have discomposed it ; in general their 
ftrat^ are of equal thickness and lie in parallel di- 
rections^ 

The plain, from whence the ascent of Slieve-Guil- 
lien commences, until the summit is gained, is, pro* 
perly speaking, from the valley, wherein the town 
of Newry stands; and ii| support of what I have al- 
ready surmised as tending to confirm its primitive 
claim, it is from hence also, that the ascent is 
gradu^ 10 the Mourne mountainaf on the eastern 
extren^e ; nor is it a very distant period since all 
the larids around Newry, excepting only the towi^ 
parks, exhibited a wild and uncultivated waste, 

yielding 
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yielding spontaneously nothing but heath, coarse 
grass, and mountain plants. This raUey forma an ob- 
tuse angle with these two ranges of mountain, and k 
a1»ove four miles distant in gradual aseent, until 
the acknowledged base of Slieve^^Guillien is arriTod 
at, where the region around fully corresponds wilh 
our ideas of wild and awful scenery. 

From this base, the ascent is tedious, in some 
parts very steep and abrupt, and above two miles 
distant from the summit. Before the main point 
is gained, another pinnacle, which very much re- 
sembles it, is presented to view; from Jience to 
the main point is. a range of elevated ground in a 
circular direction, serving as} a barrier to a smaJl woh 
pfaitheatre, within which is a lake of tolerably good 
water ; its shore clearly proves, that it is subject to 
swells of some feet perpendicular height above the 
usual level. We cannot conceive, that such great 
floods could be soon occasioned by the rain water, 
which may fall on the small portion of surface, that 
is above the level of this lake, and it is a matter 
of curiosity, how they are supplied r.there is]a redun- 
dancy of water-courses towards Camlough lake^ 
which is at the foot of Slieve-Guillien, and is the 
reservoir of that stream, which worka so many 
mills in the vicinity of Newry , as will be more par-! 
ticularly detailed in the thirteenth chapter, fifth 
section. 

The 
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The pinnacle, or capital point of Sliere-Guillien 
is a cairn of stoneB, which form the roof of a ca- 
rern, that, at first view, appears to be natural, 
hut on minute. examination has very evident testimo> 
:iiies <^ the work of art; perhaps it is indebted to 
both for its appearance* 

The cairn is rather convex at top ; in the cen- 
:tre is the mouth of the cavern ; the roof is formed 
by large flat stones, regular!}' placed to support the 
incumbent weight, and in the descent lapped over 
each other with a sufl[icient bearing. I have been 
told that within is a specious apartment, and that, 
biit a few years ago, it was easily entered ; but 
now ther« are such huge blocks rolled in, and the 
entrance is so very narrow, that they could not be 
removed but by mechanic powers. From the mouth 
of the cave there extends a wide and regular range 
of flagging to the edge of the lake, evidently the 
work of hands ; it is said by the peasants in this 
district to be the roof of a covered passage, but 
this seems very improbable, as the soil here is a 
deep wet bog, which could not bear an excavation 
to support so great a weight as these flags must 
have ; it rather appears to have been a dry passage 
outside from the cave to the lake, though, indeed, 
the magnitude of the stones, and the same kind 
not being found in other parts of the mountain, 
render it vrey improbable that they should be car- 

Tied 
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Tied up this long and steep way for any secon* 
dary or immaterial purpose. There is no doubty 
but this cavern and bthers^ which are in tlie same 
district, were once the abode of robbers, who plun* 
dered the surrounding country, and long evadei 
the miUtary by their retreats and conceaknehts in: 
those formidable places ; nor was it until barracks 
were erected in the heart of the coiintry, and rex 
gular troops constantly stationed, that- they could* 
be driven from the caverns ; many of them paid 
the forfeit of their lives for their offences, and their 
caves will long be remembered as the retreat of the 
celebrated O'Hanlon,* who was long the scourge 
and terror both of farmers and travellers, who were 
met in those solitary wilds. 

Whatever were the original purposes, for whiqh 
our pagan ancestors had piled these great heaps of 
stones, called cairns, they can only be conjectured^ 
as we have no authentic tradition of* their design. 
It seems generally allowed, that they are the niost 
ancient relicks in existence, and were long prior ta 
those formed of earth, or earth and stones, which 
were constructed as man became less savage ; aiid 
that, long subsequent to both, buildings of lime and 

stone 

* This, robber was ssud to have been a lin^ descendaot 
of the O'HanloDs, who were originally the lords of this 
county, which he used to alledgQ as a right to bis rapaci* 
eus demands. 
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stone were erected, wbieh strongly mark the pro- 
gnte of civilization. That these cairns were in-< 
tended as places of worship, which has been sup- 
posed, wants cbnfiritiation ; it is, however, more 
eertain they were appropriated as sepulchres, but 
Ibere is no detenmnatien that this was their original 
purpose^ perhaps they might have been appro- 
priated to both, so naturally does a religious awe 
dike aceompaDy tb6 place of worship and the tomb: 
ISk devotion of the people to their departed bards 
or druids, as well as to their kings and hc^rpes, 
was as sacred, and held as indispensibly necessary a 
point of doty, as their addresses to their god, nor 
was the altar of Baal esteemed more sacred than 
the sepulchre. 

These cairns are always composed of the natural 
alone of the district where they stand ; their ori- 
ginal formation, we are told, was conical, a^^d that 
the apex wa^ covered with a flat stone. 

Some writers have been of opinion, that they 
were places' of justice or tribunals ; others have 
asserted,^ that they were the places of election, 
whereon the chief stood who was to be chosen their 
laader; and again it is slated, they were monu-^ 
ai^ts of sacred covenants ; perhaps, whatever was 
desirable to have been commemorated, was distin- 
guished by a heap of stones, of a mound of earth, 
which was the most durable mode in that early age. 

In 
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In many of those cairns, human bones, and clay or 
stone nnis have been found, after removing tho 
stones, an incontestable proof c^ their uses as so* 
pulchres ; this description of cairns are most com* 
monly the artificial green mounds, which are but 
a heap of stones sodded over ; but there are also 
many instances of these mounds having been opened 
and searched to the bottom, where nothing ap* 
peared to warrant an opinion of their purposes as 
sepulchres* The cairn on the summit of Slieve* 
GttiJiien seems as if it was nener sodded, and a si* 
milar one of stones, heaped in a conical pile, crowns 
the lesser pnnacle, which lies below the principal 
one. 

Some writers have confounded cairns and crom« 
lechs* under the same denomination, but ^ese on« 
ly require to be seen to convince us they were for 
distinct purposes : it is certain they served as altars, 
as well as sepulchres; a narrow. channel was made 
in the slab for the blood of the victim to flow when 
they offered sacrifice, and from which the druids. 
or priests took their auguries. Druidical temples 
are those low oblcmg mounds of earth, which nar« 
row to either end, and seem to swdl to the c«itre, 
inclosed with huge stones set on an end, and with* 

in 

^ Druidical temples and great sepulchral stones are tenn< 
ed crom-lechs. 
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in this is frequently seen the cromlech or altar 
for sacrifice ; sortie account, accompanied with a 
drawing, of a very remarkable one near Newry 
will be given in the thirteenth chapter, fifth se.ction^ 
From the many invincible obstacles to its being 
ever reclaimed, Slieve-Guillien is only to be ad* 
mired for its natural beauty ; it covers^ a, great and 
extensive area, and is. the estate of several proprie* 
tors, though not a shilling of rent is paid for any 
part of it^ being enjoyed in c6mmon by the peasants, 
who live in the vicinity. Perhaps, a bolder pros- 
pect is not presented in our island than from its 
summit, comprising a great extent of country ; the 
lakes and streams, the several towns and well-cul- 
tivated , demesnes, together with the bay of Dun- 
dalk, where the declivity is terminated ; these, 
with a thousand other natural beauties which are 
presented to view, will repay the fatigue of the 
ascent, and an awful and ittipressive pleasure is 
afforded in contemplating the bold promontories 
and rugged cliffs bared by the tempests, and arrest- 
ing the floating meteors, affording ample resources 
fijr the contemplative pMlosopher. Very fully as 
this celebrated mountain possesses thbse pleasing and 
awful views, yet thes^' natural -beauties are con- 
fined to this district, or yxst adjoining in the vici- 
nity of the Doobrin mountains and Forkhill, where 
^ome majestic rocky prominencies, and other bold 

and 
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and interiesting scenery, correspond so fully vAtH 
the sublimity of those we have described : though* 
this county is, for a considerable part, inclosed nearly 
with a belt of mountain^, yet they have too great 
a sameness and Want of variety to engage admira- 
tion, bi^t they possess a soil,^ which is c«pable off 
being rendered highly fertile. 

The Fews mountains are an extensive range of 
this description, running from isouth-east to north- 
west, where numerous herds of young oattle are 
reared, the soil being much inclined to grass, which 
is less coarse than is usually met on mountain ground; 
though this is highly stocked, y^tthey have always 
a full pasture, and the cattle are never foddered 
but perhaps for a few days in a lasting snow, and ia 
open winters not at all. This is the only part of the 
county where grass farms are large and extensive ( 
very little care and labour will prepare the soil 
for successful tillage, as is evinced by the large 
haggards, which are filled with a small portion of 
this reclaimed land : a slender capital in the hands 
of an industrious farmer has produced extraordinary 
improvements ; an attention to draining only is re^ 
quired as the preliminary step, and the manure of 
lime insures a high fertilization. 

The great population in the most improved parts 
of Armagh, and the limited size of farms, accounts 
for the small proportion of pasturage; in these 
mountains, wber^ the inhabitants are fewer, and 

less 
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kffr engaged in maDufacture, the tillage farms also 
are eatosiderably larger ; their produce is principally 
oats and potatoes, which there is a steady demand 
fer in Newry market: the farmers of this district 
also cultivate more flax dian they manilkfacture^ and 
the i^andancy is sold in the neighbouring totvns. 

These mountains, though more remote from the 
sea coast than Slieve-GuillieDy yet never retain the 
snow for so long - a period, nor are they so re« 
tentive of water ; for the rain runs in natural chan* 
lieb along the surface till k finds the valley^ and 
is there discharged into a stream: heath is much 
less found on these hills, but whins, fern, and those 
plants, \thich floarbb in a warm soil, are in abun-r 
dtace* It is very probable, that valuable minerals 
are withio these mountains, of which there are se* 
voral indications; in the inferior minerals it par** 
tioularly abounds, for in the banks of the streams, 
which flow iVota hence, we see rich ores, . potter's 
clay, soapy earth, and manganese, the latter so 
good, as to be reputed by the potters to be in 
no wise inferior to the best which is- imported : a 
sriistance resembUng chalk is frequently found, but 
it does not possess any calcareous quality. Iron- 
stone is also met, and is of that sort, which gene^ 
irally constitutes the roof of coal mines; in the 
streams are reddish flints, and iron-stone of the same 
wlour. 

As 
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As to valaable fossils I do not learn there has been 
any trial made, but there are good appearances of 
slate quarries in several {daces ; and^ here, heath is 
more prolific than elsewhere id the Fews moan* 
tains; whenever lime is applied it effectual! j de- 
stroys this plant. 

In some of these hills we find a moory soil co- 
vering a slaty subsoil; this has no appearance of 
solid quarry, but is a compound of loose, brownish, 
and decayed particles. 

Tlie south side of these bills has often a porous 
argillite soil, and reddish ; this, when covered over 
with a small quantity of lime, is peculiarly fertile^ 
and yields excellent crc^ of oats. The valleys 
have a very rich soil of various depths, and are 
always grassy : the overflowing of the streams gives 
the best manure, nor b any other ever apfdied; 
black vegetable mould is the superficial stratum^ 
but is shallow ; this is not a little extraordinary, for, 
on examining the higher grounds, firom whence the 
superficial water -Hows over the valleys, there is 
no appearance of this soil, though we should ima- 
gine it was carried dorwn with the floods and sub* 
sided on these level places. 

In several spots, red clovet spontaneously grows, 
though the farmers deny, that any grasses eittier 
natural or artificial have ever been sowed. 

SucH 



46 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

Such is the general descrij^tion of these inoun* 
tains ; perhaps, there is not any uncultivated range 
in this island, where capital could be more suc- 
cessfully employed, or a more rapid return in- 
sured* 



JVoods. 

Though Armagh possesses a sufficiency of wood for 
ornanient, yet it is by no means a well wooded 
country. The full-grown timber^ which yet re- 
mains, is principally confined to demesnes. 

The population is so great, the linen manufac- 
ture so universally engaged in, and land in such 
request, that every spot in all but the mountainous 
districts is employed in tillage and pasture for milch 
cows, so great a supply of food is necessarily rais-* 
ed for the inhabitants. This may in a great mea- 
sure account for this defect, if it merits that appel- 
lation ; but a fine soil, as in the interior, under judi- 
cious culture, and supporting a numerous and in- 
dustrious people, is surely more |)rofitably occu- 
pied, both for the nation at large and the proprie- 
tor of the land, than in the growing of timber. 
It was doubtless a mistaken policy to reserve none 
of the woods, and to oblige tenants to clear all 
•way, as appears in the old leases, many of which 

yet 
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-yet exist : some moant^nous land, vrhich yields but 
a trifling rent or none at all, might else be in tbe 
odost ' vigorous oak forest j and by judicious cutting 
and copsing would be a lasting and valuable pro- 
perty to the proprietor; but, unfortunately, this 
mistaken zeal for improvement was carried here to 
an. excess^ and tbe tenant fulfilled his contract, tf 
he levelled the timber, which he had no demand 
for ; no great works, which required furnaces, were 
ever attempted here, so that this great fall of tim- 
ber lay useless; muoh went to decay, and much 
of it is yet found very near the surface. I have, 
seen a letter from a , farmer to his landlord, written 
nearly 150* years ago, in which he says, he should 
have had a hard bargain of his farm, if it had not 
been that a memorable storm, which happened at 
that time, bad levelled an extensive forest and 
saved him the expence of cutting it. This farm was 

in 

* In times still more remote, we see the legislatnre ]>aid 
a due attention to the preservation of woods ; for in the 
thirty-fifth of Henry the eighth, which i$ above 260 years 
past, a law was made, that any person, who should destroy 
any quantity of wood* exceeding two acres, should be fined 
40s« per acre, for every acre so destroyed 5 by destroying 
was meant, not copsing, or converting ^the ground to the 
purposes of agriculture ; and in subsequent- reigns, we find 
several laws for the preservation of woods ; but the laws of 
England, which relate to improvement, have been too slowly 

. adopted by our legislature, which leaves us so far behind 

" in this particular. 
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in perpetuity, and is now a considerahlc pr6pei?ty to 
his descendants. 

The fossil-woods which are found are, oak, fir, 
yew, and holly ; the first is always in best preser- 
vaticfti, and altered only in colour, which is a deep 
black: firs are more partially met, and though 
constantly soaking in water or in rery moist soils^ 
are extremely bituminous and inflammable; holly 
and yew roots are found pretty deep in the mar^he^, 
and coa§t of Lough-Neagh, which are generally 
more or less petrified from that extraordinai'y pro- 
perty, which both the soil in the vicinity of this cer 
lebrated lake as well as its waters are known to 
possess. 

If proprietors of waste or uncultivated lands were 
sensible of the value of plantation, we should not 
see so many naked soils ; many of these could not 
possibly be so profitably occupied, and land, which 
does not now yield five shillings per acre, would be 
soon made to produce, by judicious clearing, per- 
haps four or five times that amount, -after deduct- 
ing the interest of the capital so employed: but 
this return, though certain, is slow, and requires 
capital^ which ean be the only reasons assigned for 
its not being generally adopted in such soils as I 
allude to. If useless commons and extensive tracts 
of waste were planted, we should less . depend on 
foreign countries for our. supply oi timber, apd a 

great 
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great and encreasing revenue would be added to 
oar finances. 

Oak woods are the most profitable, for although 
the timber does not arrive to full perfection in leas 
than a century, yet from ^be grMt value of its ^bark 
in tanning, it comes much sooner into profit tban 
any other tree. It has been asserted on good au« 
tbority, that an oak wood cut and cppsed every 
forty years will give the most profitable retuvn. 

- A thriving wood of this description and age, ctf 100 
acres, will be worth to the proprietor from 9,000/. 
to 10,000/. exclusive of ibe profit to the purcliMer : 
let the value of this «im at simple interest be fsiop- 
puted, and at no t)ther periods, of catting will it be 
found to give so great a return : if this is ttgs&n 
cppsed and judiciously thinned and cleared, it will 
be worth from SOs. to 30s. per acre, after all ez- 
pences, much above Ae average rental of aoy eon* 
siderable landed property in Ireland. 

Nor in the busine$s of tanning is the oak barl^. 

jotAy used ; it is fouod to be an excellent dye^u0> 
prodttciog a fine brown oolour, and, wben mixed 
with copperas, gives a lasting and'beantiful black. 

The superior strength and durability of the oak^ 
in architecture and ship building, is so well known, 
as not to require any remark ; but, perhaps, there 
is no timber more liable to warp; a very ext^aor- 

t, dioary 



io Sf ATISTICAL SURVEY 

dioary instance of this may be seen in Leap Castle*, 
near Birr in the King's county. 

Some 

* Leapt Castle was the seat of the late Jonathan Darby, 
Esq. who ornanieDted this edifice, which is the family man- 
sioDy and built two very elegant wings in the same style of 
architecture with the castle. In order to preserve the an« 
tique appearance, the sashes of the windows, and the floors 
of the best apartments, were cut out of great oak beams, 
which had been supporting the principal story in the old 
castle, and had remained there since it was built, which 
must .have been for some centuries, as Mr. Darby possessed 
some documents, which showed that the castle was repaired 
in Queen Elizabeth's reigd, above 230 or 240 years ago } 
yet, before the sashes and flooring were twelve months in 
use,, the timber in the latter shrunk half an inch in four 
inch plank, though laid down and doubled with the greatest; 
care, and it warped in the sashes, though counterlined 
Ixrith iron plates, and extremely well screwed together, 
insomuch as to force the iron, and bend it in the position 
of the warp, and to break the glasses to pieces. 

In strengh of materials, perhaps there is no greater 
proof of the superiority of this article. Should the eluci- 
dation of this extraordinary circumstance engage the at- 
tention of any ingenious person, it may assist the solution 
to acquaint him, that these beams had not previously been 
barked, as one side of the square had yet retained it, and 
was as hard and sound as the heart of the tree : the prin- 
cipal floor of the old castle, which these beams originally 
supported, had no windows, but spike-holes, which had 
long since been stopped up, and thus became a complete 
dungeon : the walls of this building were also extremely 
gross ; one of theDi, about the centre of the castle, which was 

pierced 
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* Some oak trees in great perfection, of uncommon 

size and highly ornanientaly are to be seen in the 

demesne grounds in this county. This tree^ with 

its varieties and uses, will be found in botanical 

tracts under the head of :2uerctis; in deep clay soils 

it grows to the greatest dimensions. , : 

The ash, (fraxinus) has the grossest dimensions, 

when in a deep rich soil > the common specie^ of this 
tree is the most useful ; it becomes most valuable, 
when in clumps or plantations, and much quicker 
comes to perfection than in the open fields, because 
of the underwood, which brings a considerable in- 
come, and is fittest for cutting every seven years. This 
wood is the best of all for implements of husbandry, 
as being tough, hard, and very elastic. The bark 
of ash will tan delicate skins, but it is scarcely ever 
used in this process. This timber also grows to a 
great size, and is irregular in its surface, particularly 
so,' when planted in hedge-rows and exposed to 
the weather : the ridges, which run longitudinally in 
the trunk, form a channel for the rain to descend ; 
where this is remarked by any change in the co« 

£ 2 lour 



pierced for a large gothic window, which Mr. Darby in- 
trbduced, was fourteen feet thick ; the apartment they were 
taken from was always remarked as being the warmestf and 
freeest from damp in the whole building. 



ji itk*emiCAL wuxvisr 

tenr « flife feark, that part of the tree i» certainly 
^tW by th6 Vrfttet, and H freqoendy pi«rte« totl» 
leart. Sbitt* ish tr»a will have their €»«are surface- 
fr^Mh f6ot to fcrand* with this columnar appear- 
Andt, andwiH be perfectly seonA; by » particular 
attentien twthecolour of the bark, or aaaall fiflsure 
in ehe farrow, the dtecayed will be easily distin- 
guished ftom the sound timber* Asb, which haa 
grown in woods and best sheltered, is freeest firom 
this defect. In thinning ash woods or plantations, 
great care shouFd be talken not to leave the remno^ 
ing trees too bate, or they wiH certainly fwnpike. 

It often, occurs, even in small clumps, that in ' 
d^ng away some misrimpen t»e«i, to shew a beau- 
tiful spreading ash to advantage, it baa quiday after 

rampiked. 

The largest tree of this speciw in Iretaad sttmda 
atUaviHage, in the Queen's county,, on the road 
tide betweten Portarlington and Monasterevan, and 

is Mid to equal the gitfli of six horses' bodiw. 

. The 



* I l««lv«iwa particahr and ihwiaMe pioof of this 
in osnyaA tttc cut ia the county of Ca^. and", fo 
me instance wi. «hc ww*n»o, who p«a«ed it ow. ««• 
takiSh. 
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Ttn ^Dioiuit^n asb {^orh$9) is a'b^utifnl tree ia 
^riuqneQtal pbntatioo^ 1^ its timber U not s; muis)) 
^^eeoied^ «• beiog coDsidcraUy lighter** 
- The beech (/«£ttf). Nu tree is more easily rai$ed« 
IK>r i$ any more beautiful in fotest sceoqry ; yet it is 
mtprisingv tbaft Gilpia ^eoies its claim to a forest 
iree, aqd ranks it very viferior. It more justly may 
be said to vie with the oak in stateliness^ ^nd the 
qiipeadhig of its branches ; and the beautiful variety 
43i hue in its lea^es^ ibrougb the autumn^ is uur 
rivalled by the foliage of any tree. 

The beech delights in a high soil^ and ifcalca* 
teous the better; it is also valuable ufi aj) un4ar- 
airood^ and can be transplanted afteir many ya^s 
growth. 

A» mupb injury is frequently done to th^ see4 
pf ih)s tree» when sown in the mast^ it i§ mor^ ad«* 
viseabl? to seek lor bec^ quiicks in tl^ woods^ ap^ 
vemove them to ibo nursery. If raised in tb^ see4- 
bed, they should remain two ye^rs prjo^r to tb«dr 
removal to the nursery* 

The 

* It is a geperdl priQciple» that the heavier the tiinbe% 
so much the stronger is it» for which reason the moftt ex- 
perienced authorities now recommend barking the ttm 
complctel jTr pardcnbrly the oaki at least ihi^ ^taif before 
b is cot iawth which adds e^inau^y tip i» Wfigln Wl^ 
soM^y; 
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• The beech leaf is said to make the best pallisses 
for beds, and is preferable to straw. ^The timber is 
soft and used mostly in furniture ; its uses in bleach- 
mills are too well known to be particularly recited. 

From the beech-nut oil is extracted, and this 
is used as butter iii some countries iu Asia. From 
this nut, it is also said, that a very good bread is 
made, first being carefully kiln-dried. 

The chesnut tree (casianea) ranks under this 
genus, and is only a species of beech, the second 
in its order. \ 

The dwarf chesnut {ptimila) is the third and last • 
of this species. 

The nuts of the chesnuj-tree are also greedily 
sought for by swine and vermin,^ which is a good 
objection to their being laid in drills in the seed- 
bed ; here they should remain two years, and four 
years at least in the nursery ; and if after the first 
year they are cut down, they shoot more vigorously, 
and thrive considerably better. 

This tree delights' in a dry and high soil; its 
timber has so little toughness, that it is very unfit 
to support weightSj^ but it has the property of never 
shrinking, and from the nut it is well known that 
bread can be poade. 

The sycamore or maple tree {acer) is denied to 
be indigenous to the British isles, and is said to be 
a native of Germany ; however it agrees with our 

soi^ 
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soil extremely well, and is frequently found in 
great vigour in demesne lands in this county. 

This exceeds all other timber for its uses in the 
beam of the beetling engine in the bleach-mill, as 
it never splinters, and need not be covered with 
horse-skin, which even beech requires for this pur- 
pose. In so great a manufacturing country, it 
must be ever in high, estimation, and a beam ten 
feet and a half long, and eighteen incites in diameter, 
is of treble the value of axiv- timber of the same di- 
mensions. 

This tree, when tapped,* yields a saccharine juice, 
from whence a wholesome wine is made. Its wood 
is superior to any other for turning, and is valuable 
for inlaying ; as an underwood for fuel it is more 
desirable, by its very rapid growth. 

The leaves of this tree become ragged and full 
of holes, by means of an insect, which greedily 
destroys its beauty in ornamental grounds. 

If this tree be well weeded in the seed-bed, whose 
soil is common mould, it will shoot twenty inches 
in twelve months, if sowed In autumn ; it should 
remain in the seminary but eighteen months, and 
ought then to be removed to the nursery; it can 
be also propagated by layers, graftings, and cut- 
tings, and is generally esteemed as one of our 
hardiest trees. 

Thp layers' may be laid at any time of the year, 
and will strike root in three months, Cuttingt 

should 
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should be of tb.e last sbootj and the thick part put 
in the ground ; they require great attention to wa- 
tering, and should be made before the autumn is 
far advanced. 

The lime tvoe {tth'a) is not generally esteemed as: 
good timber for uses out of doors ; but I have seen 
gates and gateposts of it> of many years standing, and 
in great preservation. I could not learn of what di- 
mensions the timber was when cut, or the season in 
which it was felled. It is a soft wood, useful in inlay- 
jng> turning, and carving ; of the outer bark ropes are 
made, which are said not to decay by damp, and the 
inner rind is so pliable and tough, that neat and 
very durable mats are made of it. 

The fir tree {pinus) has no less a variety than twelve 
^iffsrent species, most of which are found in vigour in 
tbb country. The Scotch fir is planted most com- 
monly ; not only for beauty, as an evergreen, and ra- 
pidity of growth, but it is also valuable as a nurse by 
its shelter to young ^deciduous trees; its timber is 
esteemed excellent in outside work when painted, bu^ . 
it decays quickly in a damp situation as in roofipg*. 
This tree, when standing in hedge-rows or in 
fields, loses. all that beautiful effect it possesses 
in plantations. The contrast of its shade, as it 
waves with the breeze, is very pleasing in the fo- 
rest, 

* 1 not long siocc saw a capital and extensive concern 
roofed with this dpiber, and the rafters of uocommoD dimeo- 
Mun, yet in fifteen years they were completely rottedi thoi^k 
the slitting was always in the best repair. 
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rest, wfa^re the ground is of an undalatory surface, 
or covering the fac^ of a hill, and nothing seen 
but the green branches ; in this point of view, when 
full grown, it is ofily to be admired as omaooental 
timber. 

The larch, whose value has been until Utely little 
Inown, and is now so uniy^ersally a favourite^ both as 
a profitable and ornamental tree, is indig;enous in 
America and Asia, though it has thriven here with 
great success. In masts of ships it is preferable to other 
timber ; nor is it less valuable in building ships of war, 
as it does not splinter, and has the peculiar virtue oC 
resisting the worm. It is also preferred in house-build- 
ing, in beams, lintels, &c. : it thrives in a dry soi), and 
which has been condemned so sterile, as not to be 
'worth the culture, so that there is qo tree more 
hardy, or better calculated to protect more tender 
plants : the tops of the larch very early get an in* 
clmation from that point, where storms mostly pre- 
vail, but this does not hurt their growth, which 
will sometimes arrive at fifty or sixty feet. It pro- 
duces cones, which hold the seed, and there is but 
little trouble in their culture. Its uses are numerous 
and increasing in proportion with its demand, so 
that we may expect to have other discoveries c|f 
its value, in addition to those we already aire in 
possession of.. 

The silver fir and the balm of gilead, are only 
ornamental in a low plantation \ they become very 

ragged 
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ragged, as they get up; and do not thrive after », 
certain growth. Of these two species the silver 
fir is considerably the most hardy, and thrives' in a 
rich earth; the.baloj of gilead will only thrive in 
a good mould, or a deep sandy soil. 

The Weymouth pme.{strobus) is very beautiful; 
though planters agre^ that it thrives in most soils, 
even in slaty, stony, and stiff clays, yet it does not 
seem to flourish in this county ; this pine may be 
transplanted at a very great height with safety, if it 
li^s been carefully attepded to in the nursery. 

The seed of all pines is found in cones, and by 
keeping those close and free from damp, they will 
be sound for several years. The seed is sown in 
March. 

From the fir-tree, and the varieties of its genus, 
is extracted that visqous substance turpentine, which, 
is valuable for its resinous and unctuous uses, and 
can be extracted by tapping the tree, as well as by 
its own spontaneous discharge, 

The elm tree (ulmus) has a variety of species, one 
pf which only, the common dm, is indigenous ; the 
timber is always best in a stiff adhesive soil, though 
not of the most rapid growth ; when it springs quick- 
ly it is very light, and not esteemed ; it is cultivated 
from suckers, and also from layers. 

The heart of this wood is very heavy and close, 
and ej^tremely hard, for which reason it is pecu- 

Jiarljr 
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liady useful' in conveying water from resenroirs, 
and of this timber ar^ all the pipes made, through' 
which the water is conveyed from the bason to the 
several streets of the city of Dublin : for the samo 
reason, it is preferred for the naves of carriage 
wheels, no timber being equal to it for this pur* 
pose. 

The elm is also very beautiful in plantation, iaiid 
13 a tree peculiarly deserving our attention, both 
as ornamental and useful. 

Of the walnut-tree {jugl^ns) there are five 3pecie8, 
the common kind being the best both for fruit and 
variety of veins and shade in the timber ; it thrives in 
greatest vigour in rich garden moulds, though there 
is no soil, in which it will not grow: its culture is froui 
the nut, which should be sown early in spring, having 
been kept dry in the husk 5 it is not to be removed to 
the nursery for two years ; when the nuts are gathered 
for sowing, they should be spread out on a dry loft, 
but not heaped, because then they heat and sweat 
throwing off the husk, which should not by any 
means be removed. The fruit of. this tree also 
makes a good pickle, and from it a valuable oil 
is extracted. 

The timber is capable of taking a good polish, if 
cut in winter, and improves by age ; in plank only 
it i^ desirable, as in small scantling it is brittle and 
weak ; for this reason it is better adapted for tables 

ihaq 
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than chairs ; it is much esteemed in farm-house fur* 
niture, and particularly so in the stocks of guns 
and pistols ; the most knotty is the most raluable ~ 
to inlayers. 

Few trees are more irregularly beautiful in its 
branching than the walnut, or afford a closer shd- 
ter : its leaves are esteemed useful in dyeing. 

The cherry-tree {prunus) has a great variety 
in its species, and is particularly esteemed for its 
fruit, though formerly it was cultivated very 
much for its timber, of which the best furniture 
was copiposed, improving in beauty with age, 
and by copstapt unctuous application,, as cream, 
oil;^ &Cr Many old pieoes of this furniture are fully 
equal to mohogany^ . though they are very rarely 
met with, since the importation of the latter wood; 
it is. now greatly neglected, and few people have 
tho knowledge of polishing or preserving it. 
Whether we admire this tree for its wholesome 
fruit, or its variegated timber, for its delightful 
blossom in the spring, or luxuriance and variety of 
colour in full bearing, we must allow it claims oar 
best attention. It delights in rich garden soils, 
which have been well i:i;iianured, and distils a clear 
gum. Its usual culture i& from the stone of its fruit; 
but to produce the best fruit it must be grafted, 
and it is recommended that the old' stock shall be 
the wild cherry-tree. 

The 



OF THE COUNTY OF ARMAGH. €l 

The sallotVy or willow-tree, {salix) has a variety of 
qpecies, but conBned with us principally to three 
kiuds, the sallow, the willow, and the osier. The first 
has a' very different texture from the other two, its 
branches being brittle^ and never arriving to that stan- 
dard, which merits the title of a forest-tree; it will 
however yield poles anc^ fire-wood ; its timber is light 
and IS msed by inlay ers, but it is only good when 
k grows in a dry soil. 

The willow is particularly useful for baskets, 
and is also bjghly ornamental near a sheet of water, 
particularly the weeping-willow, which also in plan- 
tations is so beautiful and pleasing under the shade 
ef a lofty tree. The stately Virginia, or black 
bircb, would here form a fine contrast. Th6 wil- 
low delights in a moist soil, as does the osier, which 
is so valuable for hoops and basket-makers* use. A 
good osiery, which is carefully' attended, and the 
soiI*perhap& not capable, of any other culture, as in 
low moist bottoms, marshes, and small tracts of 
island, subject to floods, will return every three 
years to the value of 60/. per acre. I have seen an 
osiery in the vicinity of a good tradiiq; tows, 
which was folly equal to this, or 20t. per acre per 
annum. 

The sdlix is dierefdre considered of the €tft$M» 
tribe, l»t every species of it wHl grow on uphnd, 

as 
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as TTetl as in moist or watery soils: when allowed 
to run in standards, it has a most rapid growth ; 
when set in cuttings, it soon forms a thick fence, 
and is exceedingly ornamental if plaited ih net 
meshes, as it gets up, enclosing screens or plan- 
tations ; its branches being so tough are very fit 
for this purpose, and it becomes, in a year or two, 
an impenetrable fence :^ if the shoots are nipped, it 
throws^all the growth in the swell of the stake. In 
this neat fence, the red and golden osier form a 
beautiful contrast, and should be planted alter- 
nately. 

The poplar-tree (populus) is of little estimation for 
its timber; the black poplar is the most useful, 
and sometimes used in. inside work; it is also fit 
for the manufacture. of lasts and patten^. 

The poplar forms the mo$t beautiful scenery of 
all other aqueous trees, and is extremely rapid in its 
growth. • 

The aspen-tree [tremula from the tremulous mo- 
tion of its Ifeaves) is of the poplar kind, and is very 
^^^y> growing in almost every soil. 

The poplar and its varieties may be propagated 
from cuttings, and also from layers and suckers ; 
the latter mode is now preferred,, and it is trans- 
planted early in autumnal when the, leaves decay. 

The 
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The bark has the property bf tanning leather, but 
is by no means so astringent as the oak, or even the 
birch bark ; it is also esteemed by dyers, and im- 
parts both a fine yellow and a variety of light drabs : 
the formef Is from the Italian, the latter from the 
black, white, and virginian poplars. 

The birch-tree {bettda) has a Variety of spe- 
cies, from a very humble to a majestic growth ; 
it will thrive in a poor, shallow, or chilly moun- 
tainous soil, or in a rich calcareous gravel ; 
turners, hoop-makers, cart and heel-makers use 
its timber, and its* branches are slender and make 
the most durable brooms; but it is particu- 
larly valuable for its bark, whose astringent prin- 
ciple ranks next to that of the oak, and is esteemed 
in northern climates as incorruptible: the inner 
rind of the birch is of an inflammable nature, which, 
when twisted together, makes good torches. This 
tree is very juicy, and, when tapped, will distil a sac- 
charine substance, which is said ta correct a scor- 
butic habit ; of the timber can be made most ex- 
cellent charcoal. 

The birch is highly beautiful in plantations by 
the contrast of its silver bark, and almost purple 
branches, and it forms a good screen to protect 
less hardy plants. It is propagated from layers, or 
from seed ;. if from the latter, it must be. carefully 

weeded 
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we^dedy and watered in dry seasons ; and a due 
attention paid to earthing up, after being put 
ID the nursery, which should not be till two years 
old. 

The alder-tree (almu) is also of the species of be^- 
ttda; it thrives best in low and marshy soils, is an 
aqueous tree, and is said to injure any soil it grows 
in»,by making it rotten, wet, and rendering the 
pasture poisonous; its bark is particularly useful 
for dyeing a' high red colour, which with copperas 
makes a lasting black ; the bark is also medicinal, 
highly astringent, and is used successfully in fevers 
and agues; it is also a strong purgative, when given 
to cattle. The timber is sometimes used for pipes, 
to convey water under ground, as it long resists 
decay ; a rai^ of these trees, at proper distances 
and allowed to furnish a full head, is highly cnrna- 
mental. 

The general properties of the betida are bitu- 
mtnous, warm, and astringent in its bark. A fun- 
gus proceeding from this tree, when burnt and pow- 
dered, is a good stjrptic. Its leaves are medi- 
cinal in the dropsy, and wine is made by ferment- 
ii^ the sacc{iarine juice, which it yields, when 
tapped. 

Of the boliy-tree {ilex) the most coounon 
^cies, the i^uifdiumf thrives best in this country, 

is 
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is frequently seen in shrubberies and sometimes 
grows naturally to a great size. It has a variety 
of species, and forms a beautiful effect in the win^- 
terseasort, interrupted with other evergreens, and 
bears a red berry. The wood is white, is Used 
in iineering, and is close and hard as to be with 
difficulty discerned from ebony, when stained black 
and finely polished. This tree is excellent ia 
fences, and ought to be transplanted in the spring, 
delighting in a cold and moist soil, but tHe plants 
must be young or they will not thrive. 

This plant is raised from the berry, should not 
be removed to the nursery till after two years, and 
requires much attentive weeding and watering; it 
should not be suffered to remain longer than two 
years in. the nursery until transplanted. 

It frequently misses on transplanting, for which 
reason two or more plants should be put down 
where it is intended one should thrive. 

It is remarked that the holly.berry never shoots^ 
till after a full year in the ground, nor is it put in 
the seed-bed till the shoot appears ; a heap of these 
berries should be buried like the haw of the white 
thorn in autumn ; after twelve months, they should 
be put in the seed-bed and raised like quicks. 

They require moulding and much care, and must 

have a well sheltered and w^rm aspect. From the 

F holly- 
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holly-bark possessing so much of a glutinous pro- 
perty, the best bird-lime is also made. 

The hazel ( corylus ) is an excellent plant for 
thickening coppices, and is propagated both from 
the nut, cuttings, and layers ; it will thrive ia 
any soil or situation, and is valuable for hoops, 
hurdles, and handles of farmihg utensils, but 
particularly so for the nuts, which are esteemed 
agreeable to the palate, and very mild, though 
possessing an oil, which is in great reputation with 
painters, and next in value to almond oil. As a 
shrub, the hazel cannot be called beautiful on close 
examination, but has a good effect at a distance, 
thickening a 'copse so rapidly as to give a very 
woody appearance. ) 

There are two species of the hazel ; they are 
both equally hardy and of rapid growth. 

Thelibumum, or trefoil- tree {cytisiLs)^ though only 
cultivated by us for ornament, is yet a fine timber-tree^ 
and will grow to a large size in exposed situations, 
and in any common soil ; the wood is extremely bard, 
and useful to inlayers, and is very valuable in furnt-> 
ture, taking a high polish ; it is propagated from the 
seed, and requires weeding between the plants. The 
beautiful bright yellow flowers, which hang in 
clusters, form a pleasing variety in the spring, and 
the regular unison of the oval leaves, growing in 

threes^ 
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threes, is peculiarly neat, and from thenee it ig called 
the trefoil-tree. 

This must ever b^ a favourite in shrubberies, and 
demesne groan<ls, for the elegant formation of its 
leaves and flowers, and thdr pleasing and enliven- 
ing contrast. 

The foregoing are the principal tree$, which are 
found in this county, and several va(rieties df these 
ipecies are also partially distributed in shrid>berietf 
and plantations. 

To encourage their culture in the mountainous 
parts is the principal desideratum, and this can be 
done at a j^ery moderate expence, ensuring a cer- 
tain profit. 

In the brief sketch I have given of the soil and 
tttuation, in which each different speetes will flounsby 
I have consulted the best planters, and the agrees 
ment of authentic authorities on this bead is tiie best 
proof of their correctness. 

If the rearing of trees, and their ifianagement 
and culture is so well deserving a dose application,' 
it is certainly no less a matter of moment to 
acquire a knowledge of the pK>peir seasons and 
ages when those trees are ripe for the axe, as all 
the former care bestowed on them is Qonducive to 
this purpose, ornament being only a secondary con^ 
sideration. Without a due attention to this par« 
ticnlar the best timber may be materially injured; 

F 2 for, 
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for, its excellence is dependant on the time of fel-, 
ling^ as mnch as on the choice of aspect, and the 
soil in which it was reared. 

As the timber, which retains the Sap the longest, 
is most liable to decay, it is therefore reasonable 
to conclude, that it should be felled when it possesses 
least sap, or in the close of the autumn; but as 
xiak bark, will strip only in the summer, this tree 
is felled at that time, ivhich is a material injury to 
tfaet timber, both as to quantity and quality; the» 
exterior coat of the oak, after the bark is stripped, 
is caUed the sap, and is that part, through which 
vegetation is conveyed to thb branches; ,this sap. 
or juice, being in fuU vigour in spring, will of course 
penetrate deeper in the tree than at any other pe- 
riod, when vegetation is exhausted or dormaot^. 
until the returning season; and as this coat of sap 
tt always Cut away before the tree, is sawed up, of 
course there is much loss of timber ; for, that sub* 
stance, which was Sap in spring, becomes actual 
timtier in winter; so far it appears, there is a loss 
in quantity, and, as to quality of timber, it is well 
known, that the oak is considerably more durable, 
close, hard, and its specific gravity materially .en- 
creased when cut in winter, as all handicrafts assert 
who work it up, than at any other season of the 
year. It becomes a desirable matter to enquire 
and find, how the bark can be saved, and the 

tunber 
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timber also preserved ia the best ;state, and it cam 
be very easily accomplished by barking the tree, 
as it stands, from the root up to the gross branches 
ia ibe summer, sawing ofF the head, and* saving 
the small or boxing bark in the usual way, and by 
letting the. naked trunk remain two or three sea^ 
•^sMs longer, where it will dry more rapidly than 
a felled ; by taking off the bark, vegetation is 
stopped j and no more' sap springs ; the timber thus 
jftsguires considerable weight, for, it is a vrelt knowi^ 
anaxim, that the strength of materials must depend 
on their weight, or, in other words, that the 
heaviest timber will be able to support the grealH 
est weight. 

. . If this process is most judicious in managing the 
oak before it is felled, how much more readily will 
it apply to other 'timber, when the bark is. not re« 
quired to be. stripped? In other cases, when the 
hark need not be saved, it need only be cut throiigb 
aroufid the tree, smd it may or may not be headed, 
as conv^uence may require ; for, the perfect sepa- 
ration of the bark prevents v^etation, and cut^ off * 
^ sap, -which is only necessary, and all timber is 
thus greatly increased in weight and quality^ 

I have- seen this method accidentally tried on fir- 
deal,, in which -there, is so great a quantity of sap, 
and the same efFects fottowed ; a ^ee had been, be* 
ta be cut by a tenant^ whose landlord stopped 
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the felling before it was nicked around above an mch 
deep irr the timber^ and it remained in that state 
above two years; when it was felled, it had no 
sap, and even the bark was nearly as hard as any 
other part. ^ 

Another matter worthy of notlcd in the felling o( 
timber is the knowledge of the age of trees, or at 
what age they arrive at vigour. An oak is said not 
to come to perfection until it is 100 years old, and 
that it will hold its vigour for probably some cen- 
turies more, before it begins to decay ; but, m ' 
the comparativdy short period of human life, this 
must ever be undetermined, and is not a matter o£ 
moment to enquire; but.it is agreed, that oak 
ought not tQ be cut for gross uses under fifty or 
sixty years standing. 

4n a^h has nothing like so long, a period ; it would 
1^ a rare matter^ and must only happen from some 
{j^tuitous circumstance, which has not a tendency 
to decay, or-perhaps it is already rotted to the heart. 
The proper period of the matm'ity of other timber 
> Uk within our knowledge. 

Connecting the observations respecting the pro- 
per age of timber, when ripe for the axe, and the - 
due season for putting it, I shall state the following 
experiment, which will. be' found to' apply mom^ 
w less to every species of tyee, 

fieti 
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Let a cross cut be made in a dealtree> in th« 
spring season, which will measure in diameter twelve 
inches, we will find that the coat of bark, or sap, 
equals the third part df the diameter, or four inches. 
Let the process c^ nicking the bark be performed 
at the same time on another tree, of equal dimen« 
sionsr, of the same age, and in the same plantation^ 
which shall be suffered to remain standing the re*, 
quired time, and we shall find that one third 
nearly of the quantity of timber la added; tbc^ 
sap becoming in two or three seasons equal to tlu^ 
heart ; thus eight inches of solid timber areencreased 
to twelve; and another most material observatidn 
is, that by this means a tree can be felled, of a third 
space less growth, to the same advantage, as a tre# 
of so much longer standing; or. that a treei thirty 
years old, can be cut after this process, to the 
same profit as a tree forty-five years old, after thef 
usual manner. 

Timber will sooner or later arrive at perfection, 
according to the quality of the soil, and the tern-** 
perature of the climate; as most forest trees are- 
indigenous, or will be naturalized to our ^climate> 
it only rests for us to make choice of a psroper soil 
and situation for their culture. 
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Bog and Moor. 



Much has been written, and various havfe been 
the opinions on the original formation of bog. Al- 
though, by attaining the knowledge of this subject, 
it might be more easy to apply a remedy for the 
reclainiing of this schI, it iis enough for us in this li- 
mited tract to consider, from actual experiments, 
and ibe evidence deduced from thence, what are 
the best modes of applying these tracts to profit^ 
which have for many ag^s remained in a state of 
waste and utter neglect. It is first necessary to en- 
quire into the actual quantity of bog, and the usi^s, 
to which it is applied. 

The quantity of bog in Armagh county might 
be said to be ^qual to the demand foi* fuel for 
culinary purposes, if it was more injpartially 4i«^ 
yided, but the case is otherwise ; rating the av^age 
cost of this fuel through the county, it is not less 
than one shilling andi six pence per statute kish, 
or from two shillings and six pence to three shillings 
and sixpence per horse-road, including the expence 
of drawing ; in some seasons it is considerably dear- 
er : the bleach-mills consume an immense quantity, 
but in the vicinity where coals can be had they 
prefer this latter fuel, and will draw it home on 

better 
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better terms at six miles distance, than they could 
lay in a supply of .turf^ even though the bog was 
at the door ; this proves the extreme dearness of 
turf fuel. 

C(»isidering the comparatively small area of Ar- 
magh with the great population, and the nupoie* 
rous and extensive bleach-^greens where . so much 
2uel is required, we cannot conceive there , is s 
sufficiency of bog for the de;nand ; the want is 
already severely felt in many places; the eastcra 
district has the advantage of the navig^lion from 
Newfy , by which sea-coal is conveyed ; and if 
the Tyrone cdUeries were worked with spirit, an 
abundance of fuel would, be supplied from theactf 
by the same conveyance. 

A very large tract of bog in the northern part 
of the county, on the estate of William Browdow, 
Esq. is in such' demand, as to yield the occupy* 
ing tenant above lOQO/w after paying the rent of 
above 700^ ; the price of turf fuel is even in this 
neighbourhood more than double the average cost 
of Leinster or Mwisten 

However unequal may. be the dil^tribution of bog^ 
it necessarily will be desiraUe to occupy ihat 
part in the uses of agriculture, which has been al- 
ready cut out. Draining is the first process, bjr 
which means the water is carri^ off, and the 
body of bog or soil naturally condensed ; this soli* 

ditjf 
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(£ty maj be rapidly encreased by qutck-Iime spread 
on the surface ; limestone gravel, vrheti it can be 
conveniently procared, is much more lasting, 
and should be ploughed into the surface. It 
I wa9 universally agreed, before the auger came into 
use, that the main drain diould be cut down to 
the gravel, if possible, to intercept the springs, in- 
tersecting the portion of bog which is intended to 
be reclaimed, and, acccnrding to the natural {aUs, 
that leading drains should be made into this prin-* 
cspal one, but these also at a considerable widtb| 
and they should be always kept clear. 

If ibe surfa<5e is ploughed in* frosty weather, after 

■ » season's draining, and- ceJcareous manures mixed 

with the «oil, it will soon destroy the pon-putres- 

eent quality, and change it to a good vegetable 

noufld. 

Paring the superficial sod, and burning it in 
heaps, prodpces a calcareous substance, that fa^ 
Totirs veget^on; but, though this will have the^ 
desired eflfect of ensuring a good crop, yet it is 
Hot a lasting manure, and tends but little towards 
solidity. 

When bogs will bear the weight of cattle, which- 
a short time will effect in drainbg, it quickly assista 
liieir density. 

Soihe bogs are so deep as to render the cutting to, 
the gravel utterly impradticable, and may be drained 

at 
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at a very trifliAg expence by ElkiDgton's boring ap« 
paratus^ on exactly the same princifde as a pump- 
borer's auger. 

It very generally happens after piercing through 
several strata in bog3, we find at Tarioud depths ^a 
kind of bliieish clay, through which water will not 
pass, k is so very tenacious ; this is called in Irish 
hC'leaghy ^ and it is necessary it should be pierced, 
either for the purpose of carrying off the superfi- 
cial wati&r> or for the discharge of the springs, which 
are underneath the stratum ; . this I have performed^ 
with great success by the auger. 

When we meet what we term a shaking bog^ or, 
SB it is here pfovincially termed a qua, the lac^leagh 
is near the surface, and with the> bog floats on the' 
body of water underneath, Which iis^ the cause o£ 
its undulation ; thus, in a shallow soil, all the in- 
termediate layers or strata serve as a spotige to im- 
bibe the superficial water, and retain it, nor can/ 
tiie under-watet pass ofi^ till this Uu^kagh is cut' 
through. 

I Would commence with this mode in reclaiming 
bog, and leave it in that state for some time, as* 
the surest method <^ gaining sdlidity, by convey- 
ing, off the underwwater first ; where the natural 
fig^mre of the surface favours it, the expence will' 
not be a. fourth of cutting a drain to the gravel, 
andiwiU produce the same efiect; it may be ne- 
cessary 



^6 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

cessary to add, that a shallow drain should be cut 
from the auger bote, where the water springs, to 
the natural fall ; it would be more proper to make 
the narrow drain first, and in the bottom of it to 
bore the hole, rather obliquely than perpendicu- 
lar ; if the intended tract to^ be improved is on the 
^de of a hill, in this case the drain should be 
parallel to its base, or as much so as the nature of 
the gifound will admit. 

I have seen this process of boring eilected at an 
expence of about two shillings per acre, and in ar 
few weeks the bog was capable of bearing cattle of 
five or six hundred weight; 

Moor», or* land which has very light superficial 
bog stratum, are doubtless occasioned by the spread^ 
ing or overflowing of water on the surface j drain- 
iixg in this instance is abs^elutely necessary, and we- 
frequently find the substratum of such soils is gra-» 
vel, which is. so very proper a manure to correct 
tbeir acidity, and restore them to» every purpose of 
tillage* 

If the gravel is not calcareous, the effect, whieh 
such beneficial manures impart, will be produced in 
a great degree, by lightly paring the surface, burn- 
ing the sod, and ploughing in the ashes; a fine crop- 
of turnips may be .yielded/ from this management^ 
and it prepares the Und very well for grass-seeds. 

Whem 
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When marie is ibund in the piercing of hags, it 
is a most efiectaal manure, and its calcareous qua* 
Jity will be highly encreased by burning it in small 
liins, which renders as quick a putrefection as cftus- 
tic lime ; this is particularly valuable, where litnen 
stoiie is not conveniently had, and is an excellent 
substitute. 

Much has been objected by some agriculturists 
to the ploughing in the gravel, and incorporating 
it with the soil, as they assert, that solidity will be 
acquired from draining only, and that also an .her- 
bage wilt be produced, which will yield a whole- 
some pasture; this mode may' answer for two or 
three years, and I have known it tried with suc- 
cess for so long ; but, except the calcareous matter 
is incorporated with the soil, I have found it to re- 
turn again to its' natural coarse and aqueous her- 
bage ; an instance of tjiis was proved at Monalty 
demesne, near Carrickmacross, in the county of 
Monaghan, about three years ago, where the late 
Mr. Steele had ineffectually, though very attentive- 
ly, followed that process; I know many active im- 
provers in the King's county, who are sensible of 
the ^perior effects of ploughing in the gravel. 

The general turf-cutting, season in this county,;as in 
most other parts of Ireland, is too late by six weeks, 
or a month at least ;, they seldotn heartily engage in 
this work, till the summer is far advanced, and, 

should 
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ihould the season be wet, . it becomes a laboiiiHis and 
tedious taak to sare it, particularly when haad-turf 
it made, which is soon broken by the rain% 

Whien the month of March is dry, it is the best sea- 
ion for turf-cutting, and it may be saved thoroughly^ 
and clamped in three weeks. It is strange, that the 
linen merchants, who require so great a supply of 
fuel for their bleaeh-mills, should neglect this im- 
^portant concern ; if it was better attended to, there 
might be a saving to the consumer of at least one 
Ihicd of the cost, and the children, whose busines» 
it is "now to plunder and dest^roy hedges half the 
year, might be profitably employed ; but their whole 
time is spent in picking up fuel, whjsn they might 
easily earn from three pence to four pence per day, 
in the process of the linen manufacture. 

It frequently happens in the deepest turf bogs 
in this county, that, after paring the surface sod, 
the first spit of slane turf is gocid ; the second layer 
loose, crumbly, and indifferent fuel ; and the third 
stratum, which generally goes to the depth of the 
lac-leagh or gravel, is best of all, and makes very 
firm and hard black turf. 

Turf ashes are so general a manure as to be 
•adapted to every soilv but require a particular 
care in the different seasons, when they should 
be laid oh, and certain quantities should be 

proportioned 
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proportioned to the crop they are meiuit t^ 
produce. 

All artificial grasses are assisted by this numure ; 
it should be laid oa stiff strong land very early ia 
springy and should not exceed eight barrels pet 
plantation acre, or 256 gallons, and about an eighth 
l^s to the statute acre ; a third less than this pro- 
portion is perhaps too much for light warm soils. * 
I have been assured by an excellent experimental 
&rmer, that ashes, put out in spring, is an excellent ' 
dressing on green wheat sowed in a stiffclay soil, and . 
pushes it forward very soon, but must be very light* 
ly laid on, not exceeding two herring guages to the 
acre, and that having tried it on a crop of here in 
winter, it had a contrary effect, and forced the 
corn too soon ; the consequence was, that the pro« 
duce of straw was great, with a small head, and 
a withered stunted graim. It had a happy effect on 
wheat land in winter, though it disagreed with the 
here crop; for further experiment, part of the 
wheat crop, which had the manure in winter,' was 
lightly dressed again in spring, and the effect was- 
still more succesfiil. 

It considerably assists this manure, if raiti should 
come soon after it has been spread on the sur&ce^ 
as it warms the roots of the plants, and destroys 
many animalcula, which are prgudicial to crops, 

to 
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to turnips in particular, which never shduld he 

sowed but with this manure. 

On light sandy soils or light limestone gravd, 
ashed do not answer so well, except in rainy sea- 
sons; in dry weather, they tend to bum all kinds 
of pasture, but if this ^dressing is laid on a deep 
soil in rainy weather, it produces a quick. vegetation, 
and an ample recompence. 

When bog is burnt for manure, it is best to use 
the deep turf, as the ligneous particles, which it 
contains, are there in greatest, purity, as being less 
exposed to the air, and containing a considerably 
greater quantity of salts and sulphur. 

Turf ashes, being of a very fiery substance, may 
be also happily applied in the destruction of sour 
bad kinds c^ grass, and aqueous herbage, which is 
not nutritious in low soils, after which, a light sur- 
face dressing of clay will ensure excellent grass, 
but small drains ought to be made to dry the 
surface. 

1 think the lands beyond the bog, in the parish 
of Killevy, might be greatly improved by a judi- 
cious application of this manure, and it could be ob- 
tained at small expence; the first crop might be 
potatoes, which would yield a valuable return. I 
would prefer this crop, as it produces that degree 
of moisture, which is necessary to the soil,. after this 
manure, both, as being a sucbulent plant imbibing 

the 
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the dews and retaining the moisture, protecting the 
surface and shelterfng it, with its large spreading 
leaves and stalks, from the heat and power of the 
kun. 

Reclaimers in this country should commence with 
this crop, if they have not stock enough to consume 
a crop of ^turnips, as it is so necessary for the ac« 
tion of ardent and calcareous manures, that a due 
degree of moisture should be preserved. . 

The potatoe will still be found a beneficial crop 
the second year, as corn crops very frequently fail 
in a boggy soil after calcareous manures ; the third 
year oats may be sown, but the land should be pre* 
vioudly ploughed deeply, and laid in high ridges; 
from this culture a reasonable crop of twelve bar* 
rels of oats will be yielded in a very middling soil ; 
if the reclaimed land is intended for grass, it should 
never 'be laid down with a corn crop, but the sasds 
should be sown after a. vegetable crop, as turhi|>s^ 
potatoes, &c. 

Bog, which has been reclaimed after this man- 
ner, will frequently yield white clover sponta- 
neously. 

The small farmer, who might gradually improve 
his little tract, could not cultivate a more valiiable 
crop than cabbage plants for market ; the attend- 
ance they require is well proportioned to the 
time he can spare from his loom. 

Q The 
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The wealthy prpprietor of extensive tracts may 
more largely engage in reclaiming wastes, and should 
always prefer the culture of green crops ; they not 
only enrich the soil, but will also feed a numerous 
stocky which should be proportioned to their con- 
sumption; the profits in thi;} respect will greatly 
repay the expence, and ultimately, when the tract 
is reclaihned, the proprietor has not only gained so 
much land, but is also considerably in pocket. 

Improvers have naturally an anxious desire to see 
the wastes, which they have taken in hands, con- 
verted into grass ; to effect which, a great error is 
committed in laying it down too early, for it re- 
quires a long culture and frequent ploughings, be- 
fore the coarse sour herbage is destroyed ; . the 
drains should also be kept open for a considerable 
time^ and dragged of weeds^ or any stuff which 
may have fallen in ; the property of bog-water be- 
ing directly opposite to that of rain or river wa- 
ter, any weeds, grasses, or plants, which lie in 
these drains, are not rotted or decayed, but rather 
swelled and macef^lted, so as to form an impedi- 
ment to the passage of the water, which the bog 
again imbibes, and sucks up like a sponge, and, 
wherever it prevails, destroying vegetation. Bog 
plants will strike root again in the bottom of these 
drains, which shews the necessity of their being 
kept constantly cleared. 

The 
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The advice of all improvers is unanimous in this 
instance : some even assert, that nothing more is 
necessary than to keep a strict attention to clearing 
and scouring up these passages for the under* 
ivater ; that, when it is discharged, the bog plants 
will die, arid their putrescence will produce a 
wholesome natural herbage for young store cattle ; 
and that afterwards the nicer ihodeft of tulture 
may be adopted, as leisure or circumstances will 
admit, always observing, when lime is applied, that 
tlie mote caustic it is, so mu(ih the better, arid the 
speedier its operation, and that it should be laid 6n 
bog while the soil is moist. 

When potatoes are sowed in bog, which has been 
Irianured with dung, they are rievef of a good qua- 
litjs but are watery, soft, and will not keep; 
with lime manure they are in every respect the 
revefse. 

A principal iriatter in redlaiinirig bog is to pro* 
cure shelter ; this may be effectually had, by em- 
banking a long jidge between two wide drains and 
planting it. Firs, larch, and beech, quickly af- 
ford shelter, and form a beautiful and capital en- 
closure ; and if the sides of this bank are quicked 
with white-thorn, it considerably adds to its per- 
manency and effect. 

G 2 Sject. 
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S^CT. 1. Minerals. 

The minerals of this count}'', as connected with 
metallurgy, are so few, which have yet been dis- 
covered, as scarcely deserving notice, that of lead 
only excepted, which is confined to one particular 
district. . 

Qf perfect metals there is none ; some imperfect 
\ lead> and some indication of iron, semimetals, 
regulus of manganese, and antimony, and these 
only in very few and partial spots; but of the 
various substrata of minerals, which have no ne- 
. cessary metallic properties in themselves, except 
fprtuitously, better distinguished as fossils^ there 
is a great variety, which would afford ample in* 
Y^stigationfor the natural philosopher* 



Fossils f native f and extraneous. 

All bodies beneath the surface are termed fossils 
in natural history, whether they have been origin- 
ally produced, or have adventitiously been placed 
there; what we ha^e now to consider are unme- 
tallic, for, although every mineral is certainly a 

fossil. 
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fossil, yet no fossil cube strictly termed a nineralp 
but that which is found in a ixune. 

The most valuable fossil yet discovered iu this 
county 18 limestone, of numerous kinds, and morf 
or less cakareousj under which is raidced aE dit 
variety of marbles. 

The fossil usually termed freestone, from the soft 
or easy working of that stone, but which in mine- 
ralogy is termed sandstone, is found in boulders and 
loose blocks, but I do not recollect to have seen 
any quarries of it in this county ; here, it is pretty 
much superficial, and of course more bard, and less 
esteemed by stone-cutters. I have seen detadied 
pieces of it in the mountains, very fit for grinding^ 
stones, but not of sufficient magnitude for null* 
stones. 

There are also some other native foesili^ as clay^ 
potters'-ore, soap-stone, coloured earths, and a va^ 
riety of ochres, and also some iis^ication of slatt 
quarry. 

The exU-aneous fossils, which I have learned io^ 
have been found here, are confined to the vegeta^ 
ble kingdom, as trees, and sonoe variety of plants; 
of the former, the oak and the hazle, both in roots 
and nuts, at great depth in bogs» and the petrified 
woods OQ the banks of Lough-Neagb ; of plants, 
principally the fern, and, I am tdd, die spleenwoit 
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also, and some mosses, which have been discovered 
. in the heart of slaty stones. 

Z have not heard of any shells being discovered 
in stone, nor any fossils of the animal kingdom, 
which are frequently dug out qf many of the bogs 
of Ireland. 



Mineral Waters. 

In the mountainous district are several spring?, 
dightly impregnated with sulphur, and chalybeate, 
and there are frequent ferruginous oozings, most 
generally on the borders of bogs ; one of these, in 
the midst of the Fews mountains, is said to be 
useful in scrophulous complaints, and operates as a 
purgative. I had not an analysis of it, but it was 
very sulphureous and cold ; silver was changed in 
colour to that of copper, and a glass of spirits, 
mixed in a quart jug of this water, turned black ; 
in the spriitg, the water looks as pure and clear aa 
chrystaL 

I cannot find there is a mineral water in the coun- 
ty, of any eminence or well proved medicinal pro- 
perties, nor does Rutty take notice of such. 

The waters of Lough-Neagh, which border the 
county, are medicinal, and have been indubitably 
proved to cure scrophulous complaints y on the norths 
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west side of Armagh, touching Tyrone, this virtw 
is said to exist principally : here is a bay, with a 
sandy bottom, and a gradual descent; it is said 
that, by ten or fourteen days bathing in this place, 
and drinking the waters also, running sores will 
be dried and healed, and even the kingVevil ef- 
fectually cured. 

Boate, in his natural history of Ireland, relates 
a remarkable cure* of the kiug'srevil, in thia pl^ce, 
in eight days.^ 

He remarks, that the declivity of this bay is so 
gentle, that a man can gradually walk out for a 
grjeat distance, until he is up to his chin, and that 
frequently the sand changed from. cold to warm, 
and from warm to cold ; this observatioi) y^ holds 
good, as also that the drinking of the waters will 
relieve chronic complaints, . and stop fluxes. 

Formerly the natives considered, that this heal- 
ing virtue was only imparted on the anniversary, 
of St John, on. which day th^y resorted to the 
lake, in great crowds, and also drove in their sick 
and distempered cattle; the superior efficacy of 
the waters, about paidrsummer, must hav^ occasioned 
their attributing the benefit derived to the influ- 
ence of this saint, whom they yet invoke^ when 

they 

* In a letter from Francis Neyillci Esq. to the Bishop 
•f dogheri page lao. 
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they have occasion to try the medicinal effect of 
this celebrated lake. 

Its petrifying quality will be considered in the 
next section* 



Sect. 8. Waters, 

1. The Blackwater river, forms the westerit 
bounds of Armagh, and divides it from Tyrone, to 
which it is equally common with this county. 

This river rises in Tyrone, and is, near the foun- 
tain head, an inconsiderable stream, but many ri- 
vulets are discharged into it, before it touches Ar- 
magh county ; the point of junction is at Caledon 
demesne, and from hence it becomes a very wide and 
beautiful river, highly adorning the spacious banks, 
through which it flows, and from thence, coursing 
the confines, is discharged into Lough-Neagh. 

The towns of Blackwater and Charlemont are 
on the banks of this river, as also the villages of 
Benburb and Caledon are just in its vicinity, 

2. The Ban, flows only in the ^orth-eastern dis- 
trict ; after* passing through Down county, near 
Guilford, and from thence joining the Newry canal,. 
it is discharged into Lough-Neagh. The neat trad- 
ing town of Portadown is watered by the Ban, 

whicU, 
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which here is a spacioa3 river ; it also flows con-!- 
venient to the town of LurgaOj^ and is navigable 
throughout in its passage through this county. 

3. The Newry river, or the Newry water ^ as 
it is more generally distinguished, rises in tht 
county of Down, flowing but a short distance, in 
^k narrow valley, from its source to the bay of Car«- 
lingford, into which it is discharged ; it is in itself 
but an inconsiderable stream ; Its connection with 
the tide-water renders it of the first consequence 
to the trading town of Newry, through which it 
courses in its passage to the sea« 

4. The Callen, is said to have two sources, one 
of which is in the centre of the county, in 
the parish of MuUabrack; passing near LisnadiU 
church, it still keeps a central course, flowing below 
Armagh town, and quite contiguous to it ; thence 
taking a north-easterly^ and, soon after, a north- 
westerly direction, it is discharged into the Black- 
water river, close to the village of Chariemont; 
the other source is the fifteenth river mentioned 
in this section. The village of Keady is on this 
river. 

5, The Tall'Water, is also a central stream rising 
between Richill and Hamiltgns' bawn, and passes 
through the parishes of Kilmgre and Loughgal, in 
a direct northerly course \ thence changing due 
W£st, it flows towards Cbarkmont, and joins the 

CaUen 
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Callen river at a short distance from its union 
with the' Black wjsiter river. The town of. AichiH 
stands on this stream. 

6. The Cmhievy rises rather central near Baleek 
▼Hlage, and flows contiguous to Portmorris in a 
north-easterly course; thence it changes to a northerly 
direction, till it meets the village of Clare, and in 
this course is encreased by several streams, with 
those which pass by the town of Market-hill,, and 
the village of Mohan. 

From Clare, it again takes a north-easterly course 
to the town of TandeVagee, near to which it \^ dis« 
charged into the Newry canal, 

7» The Tynan river, which flows near the small 
town of the same name, in the north-western angle 
of this county, rises in the county of Monaghan,* 
flows through Castleshane, and meets this county 
near the village of Middleton; thence intersecting that 
small angle of Armagh, which runs into Monaghan^ 
it is discharged into the Blackwater, near Caledon. 

8. The CdmlougK stream, which is narrow, and 
very rapid, rises at the lake of the same name, at 
the foot of Slieve-Guillien mountain, in Killevy pa- 
rish, and is discharged into the Newry canal ; its 
whole course does not exceed four miles, but the 
astonishing business performed in the numerous 
milb on this small stream, of which I shall have 
dgaiil occasion to take particular notice, renders it 
of the 'first consequence and value to the county. 

The 
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The rapidity of this water towards the valley of 
Newry, and the many inill-scites on its banks, which 
are all overshot, is a very strong corroborating 
proof of the great elevation of ground, on which 
Slieve-Guillien mountain stands. The falls of this 
stream are so sudden, that no head of water is re-* 
quired, as a mill pond, for any of the works, the 
tail-race of the higher mill being the head of the next 
below, and so in succession, till it reaches the valley. 

9. The Newtown-Hamilton river, rises in the 
mountains, north of that town, passes close to its 
rear in a southern direction, coursing through the 
Fews mountains in Creggan parish ; and near to 
Crossmaglin village, it enters Louth county, and 
flows into Dundalk, where it is emptied into the bay* 

10. The Tara stream, rising eastward of New* 
town Hamilton, keeps a course pretty nearly pa- 
rallel with the last river, enters Louth county, at 
about three miles distance from it, and is discharged 
into the saipe stream, "before it reaches Dundalk. 

11. A small mountain stream rises near Forkhill, 
and enters Louth, about a mile from the last river, 
meeting it before itsjunction with the Dundalk river, 

12. To these we may add a fourth mountain 
stream, the Fleury river, which rises near Jones* 
borough, pretty nearly on the verge of this coun- 
ty, and gives name to the small post town of Fleury- 
bridge i thence it passes through the delightful valley 

of 
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ef Ravensdale park, in the county of Louth, and 
is dischcurged into Dundalk bay, about two miles 
Bortb of the town. 

13. The south-western borders of the county 
are marked by a small stream, which is the head 
of the river Fane ; after a few miles in this direc- 
tion, it enters Monaghan county, at the village of 
Culloville, and intersects a small south-eastern angle 
of that district, before it becomes that spacious and 
beautiful river, which flows through the county of 
Lottth, and is called the Fane water; it is dis- 
charged into Dundalk bay, at Lurgan-green. 

14, 15» There are two other streams, which, 
tbough small, deserve mention as boundaries; they 
rise exactly on the verge of Armagh and Monaghan 
counties, and are for some distance the line of se- 
paration. Their courses are directly opposite, one 
running north, and the other south, for about 
four miles each, until tbey meet; when a new 
course is made, by the joint streams, of N. E. by 
E. nearly; flowing near the town of Keady, and 
a little northward of Lough-Clay, it meets the Cal- 
len river ; for this reason, it is with propriety con- 
tended, Uiat this is the source of the Callea water, 
and that the stream, which rises in MuUabrack 
parish, already described, is but a secondary sup- 
ply, in like manner as a third stream, which 
joins it near Keady, flowing out of Lough-Clay, 

16. 
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16. 17. 18v In the north-eastern angle of the 
county, are three small streams, which rise in the 
parish of Shankill, near Lurgan, and are imme- 
diately discharged into Lough-Neagh. 

These are the principal rivers and streams in the 
county, which it is necessary to mention, as f9fm- 
ing the natural and prominent features, or deserr- 
ing notice as conducive to such material benefits^ 
which are derived from the extensive bleach and 
numerous corn^mills they supply. 

There are some lesser streams of inconsiderable 
importance, and. it must be observed, that the nu« 
merical arrangement of these riv^s is not according 
to their size, or extent, but merely as they tfppfea^ 
important, as a feature on the i^ap of the county^ 
or for their value in the usesj to which they are 
applied ; some only are numbered, for the more 
easy reference of the reader, in the following table^ 
er when they form a junction with other streams, 
or flow nea,r to each other. By stating the ac- 
knowledged length of the course of each river in its 
passage through this county, the proportionate body 
of water will more easily appear, in the area . of 
283 square miles, the contents of the county, Iittsh 
measure. 

TabU 
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Table of the Distance which each River runs, and the 
course it takes through this County. 



No. 


River. 


Course. 


MUes 




I 


Black-water. 




from S. W. to N. E. 


flows 


- »3 


2' 


Bann. 




from S. E. to N. W. 




9 


3 


Newry-water* 




from N. to S. E. 


— ^ 


- 7 


4 


Callen, ist branch. 


fromS.toN.&N.W. 




- 10 


5 


Tall-Water. 




fromS.toN.&N.W. 




- 10 


6 


Cushier, with its 1 
small streams. J 


from S. W. to N. E. 


— — 


- 21 


7 


Tynan. 




from S. W. to N. 




- 3 


8 


Camlough. 




from W. to E. 




- 4 


9 


Newtown-Ha- 
milton. 


} 


from N. to S, 





- «3 


lO 


Tara. 




from N. to S. 


-— «. 


- 9 


II 


Forkhill. 




from N. to S. 




3 


12 


Fleury^ 




from N. to S. 




I 


13 


Fane. 




from N. to S. 




. 6 


«47 

& . 

I6-) 
i8j 


Two streams 
flowing. 


. 


from N. to S. 7 

& \ 

from S. to N. 3 


thence East 

making 

together 


!■• 


Three streams 
flowing. 


} 


fromS.E.toN- W. 


making 
together 


}' 


' 








Total Miles 


130 



Thus, 
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Thus, independent of smaller streams, there ap- 
|)ears, in the map of this county collectively, no less 
a course of water, than would extend 130 miles 
in length, which is conveniently dispersed within 
the small circumference of eighty Irish miles. Very 
little damage is ever occasioned by the overflow* 
ing of these rivers, nor is there any mischief which 
can ensue, but may be guarded against with due 
care and attention, and which the superficial figure 
of the country is so well calculated to resist. 



Lakes. 



The lakes in the interior of Armagh are few; 
the principal are Camlough, or Carlough, and 
Lough-Clay, which would be rated as very inferior 
in some neighbouring counties. 

Small as is the area of the lake, from whence 
water is' conveyed to the city of Armagh, it is, in 
this instance, of such importance to so large a 
district, that it would be unpardonable to omit it. 

A small chain of lakes occupy the boundary line, 
hear Middleton, and are of importance to the mills 
in that vicinity. 



Loughs 
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Lough'Neagh. 

^We come now to speak of the great water of 
Lough-Neagh, which forms the northern line of 
division, and presents so extensive a shore in this 
view. 

' Though, strictly speaking, this vast expanse is 
only a boundary, yet it requires particular attention ; 
and I had hoped, that the able reporters, who had 
already given a detail of their enquiries in counties, 
which are considerably more connected with it than 
Armagh, would have gratified the public with some 
account of its natural history, as well as observations 
on its great importance to the navigations, which 
flow into it, and the consequent extension of trade, 
which it encourages, throughout the province of 
Ulster. 

This immense sheet of water, which may be well 
styled a sea, In comparison with all the other lakes 
in Ireland, covers a great area, in the heart of the 
province, and is bounded by five counties, viz* Ar- 
magh on the south, Tyrone on the weist, London* 
derry on the north-west, Antrim on the north and 
east, and Down, which barely touches it on the south-» 
Astern angle. Small as this angle is, yet on the 
confines of the lake there is no district, which more ^ 
materially suffers from its inundations, which here 

hav« 
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bave sometimes overflowed an extensive plaini-above 
seven or eight mile$ inland, and pcoducedthemo^t 
mischievous efi^ts* 

In all the old maps qf Ireland it has be^n stated, 
that Lough-N^gh covers ^ plain of XOOfiQO acres; 
but the survey made by Mr. Lendrick directly 
-contradicts this statement, wd reduces its contejits 
nearly to one h^, to that of 56,200 acre^. This 
gentleman also ' corrects the figure of (he lake* 
which, he asserts, was laiddpwn as incorrectly as 
thoarea^ and, by' bis report, it is- fiftieen ^miles in 
length, by seven in breadths 

It becomes a mfitter of surprise, that so immense 
a body of water, which is Supplied by the constant 
inflti:^; of several great rivers, and numberless others 
of lesser note, should have but one narrow chaime), 
from whence* these are again discharged; and we 
-should expect on this account, that inundations 
were so frequent^ as to depopulate its shores. ; but 
this seldom occurs; p^haps a great overflow wiU 
not occur above once in fifteen years. 

Where the shore . is very flat, it is subject to 
every flood, and its banks are always^ mars^yi and 
incapable, from their Ipw situations, of being drain- 
ed, and a > great extent is of this description ; in 
some few places, the coast is bold aiid abrupt, but 
entirely destitute of wood, which would be so beau- 
tiful 4 contrast to the lake, although the stumps 

H and 



dAf' rebtd of tr^y Which htff e bem fomud in s^^^ai 
j[fll(ccd» lAroV6> Htsii f^^rof^Yly the 5h6re3 xritt^f hetvt 
been covered with forest ; nor h tl^te fftiy 6f tfeb 
aelig&tfia int(ii'ni{)de^f^, #hidi Kiirainey aind Lotigh- 
B'hif ^« 6^]iUf^t^d fcft, yy Ae br^dkft f^rii^ ih 
tiie ^bspfect,' #}ih rocky and t^ooded Mlatidii, pti^ 
iHhiii^ hregvikjt and tmdnlatin^ mirfdces ; aH Mtt 
a an -imviriM ssttnehfess, no pictiireiii^a^ viewii er 
f ditiantic iceni^, aiid biif £^o islanl^ in fhk gi^^it 
Expanse, one nestr the shore, in the soutti-we&telffi 
Utigle bf ihe lake/ called Blackwater-mland, just ift 
the mouth of the river, of ^ ^nie iiain^ ; find the 
6^^ oit the feasterb bord^rs^ cofntigndtis to the 
bh^ki df Ahtthd, iSm^d Raii^-tslanid, and' M this 
h bftfe 6t the ahfcifent* rbftina ;tbwWs pecnlialr tof Ii*. 
khd. ' This felatid is i^atfed irt th6 cotihty erf Aii^ 
tfirii, hiid didcfesS tif Cohtior. 

■itie channel, thtotigh which this great b6dy of 
Mtdr 'se^ti its passage to Ae bccan, is calltd tbfe 
io^ef feiaii tivbir, aild fldWfe in that extensive con- 
fine between Ldndonderrry arid AntHtti coiihtib^, 
ftearly ih a dir'ectibti frorii toufh tb itortb^ for a line 
bf about ttSrty M\ti ih tetigth, ihfcluding its biiri 
vaiiifes ahd ^n^lbd, dtld ik dikcfa^rgbd inii> ib(t 
VJbdati, 'itftjuiPMes disifarice, Belbt* CdieHme^tii 
Wbos^ bdfiks this fca^ital tbVft ih buHt. 

iSbriib ahthbts hkVe fonHd^lfed Edtrgh^keagh a8 
thxt ati ^i^im bf this ilvcr/ Btit HW bbiefvatfod 

may 
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tD#y with 9ft much truth ^fi applied td tba other 
sii: cQusiderabk fiversi, which flo.^ inU^, it). If the; 
discharghig river was called the low^r Blackw^it^, 
it night; h^^ furnish^ as good grooiifdU .foe the 
supposition^ as its couc^e would sfeeoi to co^ thf 
lake from its entrance to T^oine ; hut a moiuputV 
refiectioa oa the distiaguishipg cJwractea^tic qi^ 
lakes will do away this idea eutirdiy^ the e^« 
pansiOQ being of that description of lakej whi^h ap^ 
par^otly' discharges less water than it ireceiy^; foi; 
^ flow from the lower Ban is by no means Q<|ual 
ta^b« qiiajatity admitted hy the seven g^oat riveni| 
awl the ma&y ^her tributary streams arojui^l tb^ 
shore; the^urpius^ thm^ w« i^aanot^oQoeive t9 h^ 
spent in exbahitioD« 

The anti^nt name of this hike w^ Mchcwh or 
JSachs, which in the Erse language signified A'-* 
mne,and lo^, a laJke, ot the divine h^. In the 
same lan^^uage Neasg or Naasgh^ a 9or€j ipight have 
alluded to its vidrtu^s in ciiring cu^nepus disorders^ 
and from thenoe he «9i^ily <sqrrupted intp Nfoch qk 
Ntiagh ; but Dr. Smith says^ the healing virtue qC 
<be lake was not diseoverc^ till in the r^m ^ 
Charles tbe II. when a yon^g main wa^ Ksur^d hy 
batfatiig in the hke, for which remarkable r^latipi^ 
X have already ftt&rred the reader to Bouts' N«ti>2iil 
httt^y^Irriand: 

. «2 ■ - • Tim 
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The petrifying quality, ascribed to Lough-Neagh, 
has* been long a matter, of great doubt and contro- 
rersy amongst very intelligent and inquisitive natu- 
ralists, and is even yet very strongly disputed. 
So long* ago as the 8th century, it has been re- 
Corded by Nenius, a writer of that age, as possessing 
the Virtue, who- says, ** est alitid stagnitm^ qmd fa- 
tit ligna durescere in lapides ; homines autem scin- 
dunt ligna^et pastquam/ormaveruni projichmt in 
stagntmt; et manent in eo usque ad caput anni, 
it in capite' anni lapis invenitur, et vacatur Loch* 
EchaghJ^ I apprehend those, who seem to doiibt 
this property, have not sufficiently examined it, 
of tried the experiment J it may be confined to 
some particular parts, and not to the whole lake, 
but that this 'virtue belongs to the soil also in some 
places, is unquestionable. Perhaps the means, by 
whicli petrifaction is accomplished, is not sufficiently 
tindier^tood in natural philosophy, or the matter 
might be easily cleared up. It is laid down as a 
gi^ncral pirinciple, ' that petrifaction cannot take 
place, but where th«re is shelter from air and run- 
ning water ; tVe de^p- marshes on this coast so far 
are filvourable to it: for the further process, there 
^ iiiust be a complete disorganization of the ligneous 
joatter,' and all its corruptible parts decayed, and 
the mere outward shell remaining only, formin^a ske- 
leton, in the hollow tubes 'of which are lodged stony 
particles, or clays peculiar to water, and that this 

moulding 
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mQuldiDg ,anew of the- substance bad^ been there 
deposited,', whili^ the waters were evaporating; 
that^ thus .condensed, in process of time^ wben 
fully petrified, tbe.fossil is considerably heavier than 
it was in its original state. ' 

The experiment has. doubtless ^ being . trieij, qf 
driving stakes into the bottom of. the lake, and into 
the soil of its shores, .which have been suffered to re- 
main twenty years undisturbed without. any visible 
change ; but this is no convincing propf of the nou- 
existence of the petrifying power^ as probably the , 
process is not completed for a great length of time.. . 

I know the general idea is, that - the change i^ 
completed in seven years, but this is an idle re^ 
mark, and no way confirmed ; besides it is'^oq holly- 
wood they particularly a,scribe the pow:ers ; but it 
is more probable to suppose, that wy soft- woo^sl 
would be sooner decomposed than a hard on.?. * 

From some accounts in Boats'* Natural history cjf 
Ireland, if they could be credited, this change takes 
place in a few years, . and it is . not, the . soil nor 
the water, but the vapours issuing from them, 
which occasion the petrifacstion ; he says, , a gen- 
tleman cut some trees, for building, on the shore 
of the lake, and amongst others a large lioU^- 

tree, 

* From page ii6 lo pajge iz^ iq ^. letter frop ,Mr. 
William Moly^eux, secretary to the ^ Dublin, Spqiety, to 
Mr. William Musgrave, fellow q£ Oxford College. , 



\ntf %tit tmt uie distnrbaticcAs' cff 'tte titws ffSMi 
fnrerenfi^ri Tiim from ushig A^m, atifl tbey fay oct 
the 'grwnd fbt 'SeviBral years, until Tie thought it 
Wife to pursue his builcfing ; btrt tvben he came fbr 
fiistimber, be foufid the' 'holly-tree petrified, and 
the t)flrer timber sound, stnd covered whh moss, 
"and l!bat ttfe 'water trf the lough liad never reached 
It ; it is^ however, Db^rved, that this 5tory is only 
^given froUi eommoB report ; th^ gentleman, t^ho 
relates it, adds, that frcfm hh •^own experiments 
%e k decided, that petriiactron'* is oecasioned hi 
wood, in the vicinity of the lake, that ftese fossils 
trill btnti and flamey and the smoke stnefUs like 
the flfti^ke of wood, and that he bad various pieces 
ftf thetti, irhich had atriveB at different degrees of 
^trifaetioi>, and one in |)articular, 'being dift, he 
^DUlU di^oveir to be holly, and even see the T>rtb 
ki the centre *6f it, ind'al^tbe gr^in of the woody 
Uie buter coat he describes as perfect stone, but 
'flie whole reasoning in this instance is'by no means, 
conclusive; the reader is referred to the account 
^n the annexed note. 

That a petrifying viituic exists in this vicinify, is 
unquertionable,"but it is not sufficiently dear, to what 
dement -it may be ascribed, whether to ^the soil, 

the 

♦'Wc have saitfactotf lia^oalte demoDStratfarof the 
fact, in the manf saitiT^l^ c^fossilsy now exhibited^ia the 
Dublin S^etfs ffluiettm. ^ 



mH^hy barde^ gr j^^ la)j;^ itself. ^ 

It would ,ceI;tf^n]iy l<e ja rfixy de^iraWp jn^t^r^ 
that this subject should be well considered by some 
able naturalist ; it is surely worth investigation, and 
it would be a matter of |mport^ce to enquire into 
its medicinal virtues. 

On .the stprand of Lough-Nef^gh jfxe found some 
trf^nsparent pebl]|les, which take a l^eautiful .pplish^ 
very much r^^blin? cornelian j spme of them 
are by no ^f^iip inferior to this stone, are Tatpljr 
foun$l, ajifl eg^eegifd yerpr yalua|>Ie in the cabinets 
of ^e cprio^s. They ^re call^^ $P^^^ ^P^ ^^^ 
neighbourhood, and tl^e peasants easily distiniguish 
t^m^oqp^the qther pebbjes, wl|ic}i sfre transparent^ 
aqd jpeculifir to this shore ; jinany peodb make a 
trade of picking up these gems, and selling them 
to lapidaries in Dublin. $aipples of th^ ^fc^ 
alsp deposited in^the Society's museqqi. 

Thislake s^punds ?^it;h salmon, pike, trout, f|el, 
roach, and. bream, and a kind of fresh water her- 
ring, called jp ^rish ppttans; diey resemble large 
smelts, a^d ^th^ir sqajes ajje rvery biright; they ai;e 
m^c]i esteeo^ed, and furnish a w:ho]esome supply 
fc^the^pppr. 

The shad-fish is caught in |the salpipn fishery at 
»Colera)ne|, near where this .water is discharge^ into 
the pc^an; it appears very probable, that thos^ 

pollan^ 



'T 
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pbllans are from the spawn of tbls fisb, which has 
been deposited in the lough, and perhaps requires 
the sea-water to briilg them to perfection. 



Navigations. 

Considering the advantages of navigation, which 
Lough-Neagh affords to the several counties on itb 
coast, it is of great importance, and in this poli- 
tical view deserves particular consideration. 

The canals, which meet this lake, are the Newry 
canal, that from Belfast ci^y, and that from the Ty- 
rone ' collieries ; by means of these, a communica- 
tion is effected between the counties of ]>own, 
Armagh, Tyrone, slnd Antrim, in vessels of sixty 
tons burthen. ' 

In the reports of the county of Down, some de- 
fects in the Belfast line are pointed out, or in that 
part^ ^ which runs between Lisburn and Belfast, ren* 
dering the passage uncertain and tedious; it will 
remain for me to say something of the navigation 
of this county^ but I shall first beg leave to make a 
remark on the^line, which appears the most fa- 
vourable for an effectual navigation from the 
sea to this lake, and by which a communication 
would be procured with the remote counties of 
Ulster: every observer will allow, that this line 

should 
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should be the valley, through Which the lowet Bto 
flows to Coleraine; the entire line'of the countks of 
Antrim and Londonderry would thus be benefited ; 
the expence, comparatively ' with the advantages to 
be derived, would be trifling ; the principal obstruc- 
tion is by means of some shoaU, which could be 
easily removed, and several great irocks ; but by a 
partial adoption of the river, for the line of canal, 
in some places, and receding from it where the difc^ 
Acuities are great, and by making alternate new 
cuts^ it could be performed for a moderate expen* 
diture.* 

I know it Is contended, that the Belfast trade 
would probably sniffer, and that Coleraine would be 
more particularly benefited by such a canal; but 
these selfish considerations are, perhaps, the true 
reason, why works of this nature, of sucH general 
utility, are not more earnestly engaged in; public 
benefits should never be thwarted by individual in- 
terest, and the fears and obstructions, which illiberal 
and narrow minds will suggest, are often unfound* 
ed, and would ultimately, perhaps, have the very 
reverse tendency, and produce such advantagesj^ 
as would be felt by the whole community. 

I proceed 

* I understand an estimate of this expence has been 
madv ^d is under consideratioii. 






yeTim/ canal. 

The obstroctioi^s, which were encountered op the 
Newry .river from th^t town to the sea^ were so 
numeroysy and inyiQcible by other means, as to oc- 
casion the adoption pf the present navigation; 
for, originally, this river could not bear boats, but 
of. very siq^ burthen, and .only at high water, as 
the ,tide flow.ed ,up to .the town. The work .was 
cpn$id^ed to b,e a n^tipnsj bene6t, if extend- 
€k1 to Lpugh-Njea^h, and there tp admit the boats 
from the Tyroqe collieries, apd that the coal, brought 
from thence to Newry;, could be dispatched co^iSt- 
ways ta ms^ny parts of Ireland, which would keep 
1^ hpipe ,tbe immensity pf specie p^id fpr foreign 
cpals. 

The work was entirely coi^pleted ]>y parljament- 
ary granljs, *nd placed unpler the controul of a 
Board, but there has lately beep .n^de a cpi^idera- 
hie changp in its form and government. The original 
board consisted of twenty-one members, and nothing 
cou^i he determine witJiQiit, their- cj^Rsept. The 
noblemen of the countif|» »pjf ,4iig[Q^, Tu^^f>^>^^ 

Down, 
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• 

iiiote, Imt itbe eonseqneMe uras, iimt the bnaiaeB 
^RB, gvwtly mgiectell, am .tfaey fooiid it diffieolt to 
integJBo manrf fanttomen togetber, as ^looidd make a 
i«ard ; if ctmazi tfepaira xveee i«qfi]kecl» (thejr o^ 
^ouffse cocdd not be amended, tmd the mairigatvan 
wasibr long periods iinpedsd, 4uid jrendeoediM) tun- 
certain, that the great trade from Newry^ ovhidk 
-mas iormedy carried ^on ^tlus line ^iihithe oounties 
4io«deving Ijough^^ieagb, has ^been traiufersed to 
tB^hst, 'Which has tirondeifiilly :iivaUed' Hmry of 
date 5reai8,:aiid ^deprivvd tjns to«m afntsfmydbnuioiMs 
«f faertrade. 

If in consequence of the negfetft of ;a a ic oawa ry 
«cpendhune»f 4noii^^ foriongiperiods, the iTtorks 
-vrefe greatly injured^ yet .the 'amall dbA\9f twhtdi 
'MBce yieliied iin^particuknr places^ that etill liamatiifid 
nurrigabie, mete husbanded nxrith : groat izxe :ttnd 
management by the Bxfv^ ihictor iGampbeU^ ^i 
iNewry, cwfaoiwas secisetaagr to the boosd^ and the 
»miigs .amooDted to no less than 5,000/. in iiaod, 
■irben .that gentlenaaxiilately lesigQed. . 

Since the new iesta&Iishment has /been adppted, 
sdii8>stei, togeAer with a fctrge tgrant ifrom .the ge- 
neral navigation board, has been .expended ;in 
•some material Tepaics.and improvements. 

The board of twenty-one is now abolidied, amd 
the management of all affairs, relating to the canal, 

is 
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is Tested in conductors, who must be resident mer- 
chants . in Newry , . and naturally are interested in 
the prosperity of the trade of the town ; five of these 
constitute a board, they, recommend what thejr 
think necessary to be done, and communicate theur 
opinions to the general navigation board, who or- 
der, them to be adopted or rejected" at their dis- 
cretion. 

The annual tolls now amount to 2,500/. but for- 
merly were treble this sum, and, lately, comfidei*- 
ably less;, for one boat, which now plies^ about 
seven* or eight years ago. perhaps. ten or .fifteen 
were in constant employment ; however, the. trade 
is again improving. 

Limestone, sand, lime, and all .manures, are 
toll fire^, no inconsiderable encouragement to agri- 
cultural improvements. Timber is freed into the 
canal, but pays a small toll in its passage ; ;dther 
goods pay a fee of entrance, t 

The navigation is now greatly improved firom 
the town to the sea, but the new. locks, which have 
been lately built, are too narrow by three feet, 
being only twenty-two in the clear ; they only, re- 
quire that alteration, to adoiit large vessels tD come 
up, which now unlade at Warren point, six miles 
from Newry ; lighters take in their cargoes, and 
> enter the canal at Fathom. 

For 
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For two years past, the works have been under 
a general repair, and the line is now well supplied 
with water. The Cashier river will immediately 
be let in, and a trough or tunnel, of cut stone, is 
now building near the noted burial place of Bally- 
naback ; Loiigh-brickland aiid Lough-shark waters 
already supply it. 

The whole length of this n?ivigation, from the 
junction with the tide-water at Fathom to the town 
of Newry, is four miles; from thence to Lough- 
Neagh twenty-seven miles, in toto thirty-one Irish 
miles. 

Its advantages are common to the whole line of 
country, westward in Armagh, -and eastward in 
Down ; running for the greater way in that valley, 
which constitutes the bounds of those two coun- 
ties ; in respect of the several towns and villages 
on its banks, we will hereafter shew, how they arc 
particularly benefited, in the 13th chap, aud 5th 
section. 

The great mistake in inland navigation, as has 
been proved in various instances^ is the adopting 
' the beds of rivers for the lines of canal, under the 
idea of a saving of money ; but in fact it occurs, 
that this only tends to great and lasting expehce. 
Rivers, from their low situation, naturally receive 
all superficial water, from snow and rain, as well 
as' from springs, and are, of course, subject to 

floods^ 
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floods, whieb not only interrupt the passage, but 
fireqoently sweep away the wor^, and leave them 
liaUe to incakulaUe expeace: how qiapy such 
navigations are there, at present, in Ireland^ on 
whieb thousands have been expended to no good 
purpose, and whose defects cannot be remedied, 
but by abandoning the bed of the river, and adopt- 
ing a new Unei A partial selection of .river beds, 
in favourable situations, such as are not subject ta 
floods, is sometimes very adviseabte, but where the 
river is liable to rapid torrents, a navigation should 
never be thought of. - 

Formeriy, the making of canals was only consi* 
dered adviseable, in proportioa to the trade, wbich^ 
it was calculated, was transported by land carriage, 
and would ultimately defray the cost of the work i 
but there are many instances, of late years, to 
prove that such a calculation is too niggard, and that 
canal^ have not only assisted -trade, but created 
new branches of commerce, as well as mate- 
rially improved agriculture. The prosperous state 
of all the infant towns, on the Grand canal line^ 
peculiarly confirms this observation, where, but a 
few years ago^ nothing but a bleak and unculti^ 
vated waste, or dreary bog, was to be seen. The 
iaunense rise on landed property, in this extended 
fine of canal, has already exceeded the most san- 
guine 
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fpAtik ^tpe^taf ifHiB, and tlii» success shdold create 
ao ^nmilatien' amotigst the gentry m this, prari^oe, 
le fdrward works of siichx|preA importafiee ta i^ 
natives in general, and fMurtAcukrly so to their 
own private interests. ^ 



Fish. 

^Before we conclude this seciioni I shall say a 
few words on the animal and vegetable kingdom 
peculiar to the element, of which it treats. The 
connection of the rivers of this county with the 
6ea> by means of Lough-Neagh, has supplied them 
with salmon, which fish resorts all the major w^ 
ters. I have already mentioned, that there is a 
kind of smelt or shad^fish, peculiar to the lougfi, 
and very abundknt^ so as to furnish an amply sup- 
ply for the poor. I do not learn there is any es^ 
tablished right of fishery in Lough*Neagh, but 
there is np interruption to any adventurer. Loughs 
Neagh, and the mouths of the neighbouring rive^, 
are celebrated for a very fine kind of salmon-trout, 
which are frequently taken to the weight of above 
thirty pounds. The cotnmdn trout, found in all 
rivers, is abundant, and of a large size^ in mosfe 
of &ese rivers. 
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The pike is found in Lougb-Neagb, Lougfa-^l^iarky 

the Ban, and the Bhtckwater ; the eel: is of a large 

^^e,' and very plen^^ in rivers connected with 

'lakes. Tbe bream and roach are numerous, ahd 

H easily taken with bait. 



Aquatic Birds. 

Of tbe feathered tribe, peculiar to this section, 
arc the wild duck, widgeon, teal, all the variety 
of gulls, sea-plover, swans in great abundance, wild 
geese, cape-geese, herons, curlieus, coots, water- 
hens, king-fishers, and divers. 

There is scarcely a description of water-fowl,^ 
which arft common to the sea-coast ot great lakes, 
but frequent many miles around the vicinity of 
Lough-Neagh, and, in hard weather, take shelter 
in the adjoining demesnes. To Mr. Brownlow*s 
' beautiful lake, '^t Lurgan, they have a constant re- 
sort, as they are always protected, and are now 
become so familiar there, as to regularly breed every 
year. 



' Amphibious animals, . 

The otter, which is so destructive to fish, is 
sometimes seen in the Cushier river^ and has even 

frequented 
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frequented the Newry water, but seldom of lata 
years. 

The water-rat is common in the marshes, on the 
shore of Lough-Neagh, and it is said the bite of 
this animal is venomous and difficult to cure. 



AqyMtic plants. 

The most useful aquatic plant is the poafluitans^ 
or the water-fescue grass, which is* found on the 
borders of the marshes, that are left dry in summer; 
this grass is luxuriant, and makes excellent hay. 
When this plant appears^ the marshes are covered 
with water-fowl, which delight in feeding on it. 

The iris, or Sagger, flourishes on the banks of 
the river Callen ; , I have seen excellent garden-mats 
made of this plant, and also bed-mats, which it is 
peculiarly proper for, as it will not rot on ground 
floors. 

The ranunculus J or crow foot, is common to all 
low marshy grounds. 

The waterJily, nymphaa, grows on the bor- 
ders of Lough-Neagh, and in muddy ditches ; there 
are two kinds of this plant, both white and yellow; 
of the latter, dye-stuff is produced by decoctions, 
and is of a deep brown colour. 

I The 
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The water-hemlock, or phellandrium aquaticum ; 
this plant is eaten by all our cattle, but cows, which 
will refuse it; it is said to sicken horses, yet they 
cat it greedily; stupes of it are known to be pow- 
erful in repelling ; it grows on the banks of the 
Cushier and Blackwater rivers, and in the vicinity 
of Lough-Neagh. 

The euphrast'a, or eyebrigbt, useful for com- 
plaints in the ej^es, is frequendy met in the low 
grounds near the river. 

The cotchtcum, or meadow saffron, grows on the 
borders of the Blackwater and the Callen, and is 
' highly ornamental, its flowers affording a beautiful 
rariety ; the medicinal virtues of the root are diu- 
retic and balsamic, when old, but it must be used 
with great caution, for even a small quantity of 
it, when young, is acrid and highly poisonous; 
the root is bulbous, the flowers are a variety of 
sfiades, of red, yellow, white, and purple ; it grows 
in low meadows, on the banks of rivers, and in 
marshy places. 

The senea'o paltcdosus, or bird'rf tongue, in low 
^ marshes. 

The mare's tail, or hippuris, grows in stagnant 
waters, and is found in the marshy ground near 
the junction of the Newry canal with Lough-Neagh ; 

its 
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iU propert»9$ ^e nsixio^t^ntp cattle re&«e it;^ bttt 
jgeats f^t it greedily, 

Tb^ ppodweedt or poiamog^ton mtam, k an 
agreeable wd wboIeiKMo^ {daat tp cattk, and grows 
AH 4agnwt Mraterg imf Lo«gb^N#agh. 

The pamassuif gr grass of parna«m«9 a plaot of 
extreme elegance and beauty, grows in the vici- 
nity of Lough-Neagh, and on the banks of the'' 
Tynan river. 

The water figwort, or scrophularia aguatica, is 
e$teemed^ when mixed in ^an ointment with hog's 
lard, as a cure for scorbutic ulcers, and, it is said, 
a strong decoction of this plant will cure the 
nieasles in pigs ; it grows on the banks of the Newry 
water. 

The mentha aquatica^ or water-mint, is too well 
known to require any comment, and is found in 
all the low grounds and marshes in this county* 

Amongst the ornamental aqueous plants, many 
of which are medicinal, are the It/simachia, or loose-' 
strife; the ly thrum salicaria, or purple loose- 
strife ; the menyanthesy or purple buck-bean, which 
is extremely beautiful ; the thalictrum flavunty or 
meadow rue, which I found on the lake side near 
the summit of Slieve-Guillien, and^ on the river 
side, near the village of Middleton ; the ti/ph<i 
0ngu9tifolia, or narrow leafed catVtail which pro- 
1 2 duces 
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duces a fine down, and certainly might be turned 
to useful account, in stufling cushions/ Kc. To 
these may be added a collection of curious plants, 
which flourish in the marshes, on the borders of 
Lough-Neagh, and will afford a pleasing variety 
to the researches of the botanist* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. n. 
STJTE OF PROPEBTT. 



S£CT. 1. Esiatis^ 

A VERY considerable tract of tke lands of this 
county is church and college property, and the ma- 
nagement of estates requires much cleverness in 
their regulation to the mutual advantages of th« 
landlord and tenant* The parcels of ground, or 
farms, if I may so call them, being very small and 
numerous ; rents being paid so irregularly, on ac« 
count of the many divisions of these little plots ; 
the attention necessary for proportioning turf bog 
and approaches to each little farm ; and the judi*- 
cious laying out of new roads, are together fally 
adequate to employ the time of an active agent, 
who will also have no small trouble in his magis- 
terial capacity to adjust disputes ampngst the t^ 
nantry. 



Sect. 



%i« wrMnstteiLsmnx 



Sect. 2. Tenures. 

The propcfty of Armagh is of three descrip- 
tions, freehold, ebOfeh, and eoReg^ lands; the 
two latter descriptions considerably exceeding the 
first, in many parts of tW eettoty. 

Leases in perpetuity are not numerous, nor of 
great value ; the terms{> are bu^ short, twenty-one j 
years and a life, or a life only; some aee for 
iiurty-one yeans, or three lires^ and on accmiot of 
the abort lenuve few are under value, i^inded pro- 
pevlgr ht in mHi^ demcuid, and a smadil estate 'wett 
cilcmstatieed tdill bring from twenty*fiVe to thirty 
yeatft porchase $ lew large esutes faarva been elbred 

There ave some grebt properties' m college keds 
t^ file first "lessee, but the occupying tenantry pey 
the Ibtt value ; wfaere fkrins ase so smalt, tbe land 
seldom sufiers in the same manner as great tracts 
of church kndy wbicii are seen in various parts 
^f Ireland, where the lease is bM durmg the ti»- 
terest ol th* incumbent, ie the hcsarfc of aeouetry, 
where the* surrtfufidiiig larms are leased for a long 
term of years, and where such tenures are the 
custom of the country : in such places, it is very 
discouraging for a wealthy farmer to have any 

thing 



OF THE COUNTY OF ARMAGH. lf> 

thing to do lieith church lands^ as his improvements 
cannot even be secured to him during his own life, 
or the fife of his landlord', but he may at any time 
be deprived of the fruits of his industry, By the 
incumbent changing his living, as his interest thea 
terminates, during which only he could set* 

The church and coHege lands in this county 
are, of course, subject to all these inconveniencies; 
yet from the great extent of the linen trade, land 
is in such demand, and, from the similarity of ad- 
joining' tenures, even on freehold property, in respect 
of duration, few leases being longer than twenty- 
one years, or a Kfe, the grievance is scarcely felt^ 
and the forms are in no less esteem. 

But one advantage so materially, and, from what 
I haTe seen,- almost solely enjoyed in this county 
is, that the occupying tenant has no lazy middle- 
man between him and his landlord. Where there 
are large farms, none of which are met here, as 
muchjand is generally set by the original lessee at a 
rack rent^ as will leave himself a great portion, 
and the prime of the farm, rent free ; but, where 
agricultmre is not the main pursuit, and gives place, 
as here, to manufacture, there are so many bidders 
for farms at a high rent, that it is the interest of 
the landlord to give each tenant only sufficient 
ground for bis i^ily, and thus none can be spared 
to a middleiaan. In asserting that this baneful 

system 
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system is not felt here, it must be understood thut 
the original lessees of churph and college property 
are not rated as middlemen ; they should, more 
properly speaking, be teamed the head landlords, 
as those establishments, to which they are annexed, 
in few instances derive from the original lessees n 
tenth, or more, of the rental, which they them- 
selves receive, and th^ equal estimation of such 
tenures is the best proof there is no grievance in 
fhis respect to the occupying tenantry* 



Sect, 3. Rental. 

The rental of the cultivated parts of Armagh, 
including the reclaimed spots in every district 
through the county, may be rated, on an average, 
at 25s. per acre. The tenures are almost all in 
English acres; those parts of the mountains and 
other wastes, which bring but a very low rent, 
are few, in comparison with the like tracts in 
other counties ; and as Armagh is allowed to be the 
most populous county, so must its lands be in the 
greatest demand, and they, of course, are en- 
hanced by the superior exeellenCe of the soil. Per- 
haps a fifteenth part of the county only is not in 
profit, including towns, villages, bog, mountain, 
wood, and water, which let us deduct from the 

groM 
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gro08 BUmber of acres, which pay rent, the re-. 
Biainder at the supposed valuation of 25^. per acre, 
plantation measure, the average of the cultivated 
lands, will produce the gross rent of about 209,000/. 
This calculation- has been tried different ways and 
found nearly to agree, by striking off the probable 
superficial waste, and uncultivated spots, whether 
from sterility or local circumstances, as water, fiic. 
by cotiaputation of the allowed population propor« 
tioned to the number of ^cres, and by the reports of 
the statistical surveys of counties bordering on 
Armagh. 

Let the reader view the waters and mountains, 
as laid down in the best maps of the counties of 
Ulster, or, if he is acquainted with the province, 
bring those wastes to his memory, and he will find 
that a deduction of one fifteetith in the superficial 
area of the county, not in profitable culture, will 
be nearly the proportion, and that 25^. per acr« 
will be about the average rental of the occupying 
teijanjry. 



SlCT, 



#i» 
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Sect. 4. Landed Prifpruters. 

Alphabetical abstract of the names of gentlemen^ 
who have freehold property in Armagh ^ with the re* 
sidence of such as have houses in the county ^ specify-' 
ing the barony f in which each property is situated. 

County at large. 
His Grace de Lord Primate. 



BoT&m/ tf Armagh. 

iVa« Proprieteri Ifamit^ Placet cf Rctidentif Ohtfvatlm. 

I, Blaketyi Esq. Anne-Tille. 



t$ CharlemoBty E^ul Noresideoce. 
3t Close, Rey. Mr. Elm Park, 
4i Cremornei A^scount No residence. 



These are (be only 

reehold land owik> 

^rs in the barony of 

lArmaghi the re- 

^mainder of the 

■lands consist of 

liorch and college 



5, Farnham^ Earl No residence. 



A great property' 
I under the college 
[of Dublin, oo 
rwhichisayaluable 

lead mine. 
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ffi. fft^rytr^yamett ^Imet rf Reddendo 

6, Hickcy, John, Esq. TuUamore. 

7, Holmes, . Esq. Hew Holland. 

S, JohastoD, ^— -^ Esq. Nappa. 

9, Lcvingston,-*- Esq, Armagh. 

10, Maxwell, John, Esq. No residence. 
*«— — , Rev. Henry Ditto, 
-— , Robert, Esq. Elm Park. 






13, M'Can, Robeit, Esq. Armagh. 

14, af^Cartney, — Esq. Rosebrook. 

15, M'Gough, Joseph, Esq. near Armagh, 

16, Perry, — Esq. Armagh. 

17, Scott, — Esq. ««^ Armagh. 
>8, Stopson, — Esq- ^^^ ^"^i^' 



ObHtva^iKu 



These three pro- 
prietors hold an 
(immense estate un- 
fder the college of 
^Dublin. 



Baromf 0/ Turennifi 

tJH jPfprUionNamett 
1, Bond, —Esq. 
i, CakdoBi Earl 
3f, Charferaont, Earl 
4,Cn>B», — Esqf. 
5, Gosford, Viscount 



JPfom ffkesid0iHf 

BoftdvSile. 
No residence. 

Ditto. 

Ditto 



Obii^^hiu* 



Goitford. 
(5, Hamilton, Robert, Eiqu No rerfdcBcew 

{Asunofflusieat 
iatheoecnpatioft 
of Mr. Btff^si^ 
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/'Purchased by Doc- 

\tor Sterne, and be- 

•, Middleton csute J . j . . . 

^ queathed by him to 

w trustees for certain 
Vchvitablc us^. 
9f Prhigle, — Esq, No residence, 

•o» Steele, — Esq. No lesidence. 

r This seat in the 
i«. St«)n& Rer. Mr, Pairriew. ) occupation of Cip 

f^tain Wario|, 
I3» Vemcr, ^ Es^. ChurrtiiUl, 



Harem/ of O'Neiland Wat. 

MTo. Pf^priOcriNam,, Ptoses ./ HeMnci, Ohur^kns. 

1, Ashmur, — Esq. Newry. 
a, Brownlowi W. Esq* Lurgan, 

3, Charlemont, Earl No residence, 

, , f This seat in the 

4, Cope, Archdall, Esq. Drnmmilly, j ^,,p,,j,^ ^f ^o. 

Clonel Cope. 

5, -.^, Colonel Ditto. 

<>> Dungannon, Viscount, No residence, 
7, Forbes, — Esq. Ditto. 

«, Harden, -. Esq, HarrybrookJ 
9, Pardy, -r Esq, Drummart^ 
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Vi. Br^rktm Nameit Phus rf Residentt^ 6(ifrv«lrMr. 

IP) Eelly» ~ Eaq. Armagh. 
II, LawBoOy — Esq. 
1Z, Marks, — Esq. 

f Now called Waw, 

13, M'Craight, — Esq. New Grove 'S 1. 1. t 

^' * ^ Jkcn$haW*sgroTC 

14, M'Gough, — Esq. near Armagh. 

15, Molesworth, A. £sq» Fairlawn. 

l6f Molyneoxi Sir CapelBt. Castle Dillon. 
ly, , T. Esq. No residence. 

iSy Newton, — Esq. Ditto. 

19, Obins, — Esq. Portadown. 

20, Ohre, — * Esq. Clantelew. 

21, O'Donnell, — Esq. Summer island. 

22, Richardson, W. Esq. Richill. 

23, Shields, — Esq. Hockley. 

24, Vemer, — * Esq. Churchhill. 

25, Wakefield, — Esq. No rendence. 
269 Workman^ Miss Mahoo» 



£iLron2f 0/ O'Nciland East. 



Mu Pr§fnd9rt Namtif Fkeit 9f RtaJ4n$$9 
I, Blacker, Rey. Dean, Carrick. 
Bt Brownlow, W, Esq. Lurgan. 



0Utf9*itmi, 



N0. 



ia5 






3, Burgess, — Esq. WoQ/i Park, 

4, Cope, Archdally Esq. Dnifflmillf « 

5, Cuppage, Colonel Silverwood. 
(b Fivey, John, Esq. 
y. Ford, Jame^ Esq. 

8, Grier, Joseph, Esq. 

9, Hall, JohD, Esq. 

10, Mageonis, — Esq. 

11, M«Veagh, — Esq. 

12, Robinson, — Esq. 

13, Sparrow, Colonel 

14, Turner, — Esq. 
»5t Waddell, — Es^, 



Enocknamueklf^ 
Ko residenee. 
Eliza HiU. 
Lurgan. 
Waringstown, 

I^ilo. 

Tanderagee* 
Newry. 
"Springfield, 



Barony of l^ower Orior^ 



A#. Proprleiort Names, 

If BeU, — Esq. 
9, Cope, Heory Esq. 
3, Dawson, Colond 



^laeis •fRetidmet^ 

fmu Pass. 

No residence. 
Clare Castle. 



4f De 8ali% Count N9 fiMeoce. 



f In the oeeupttioft 

lof» 



Mr. Leigh. 

/"Inherits the estate 
ofLord Fane joint- 
ly with the Earl of 

%SaQdwicb. 
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Hanna, — Esq. Re- 1 -_^ 
>' prescnutivcsof J ^"^^W- 
6, Harden, — Esq. Hanybropk. 

Levingston,Rcv,Mr,l -^| 
7' Representatives pf / ^'*'?- 

8, Lofty, Wm. Esq. Tanderagec. 

1^0 reudence. 

Mullavilly. 

Drumbanagher. 

/'Inherits the estate 

No residence. 3 ^f^^'<»Fane joint. 



9^ Macartney, — Esq. 

10, M^ConweU, — Esq 

11, More, — Esq. 



12, Sandwich, Earl of 



ij> Spaitow, Colonel Tandengee. 



■ J Jy with the Count 
VDeSalis 



Baronjf 0/ Upper Orior. 

K$. Fr^ftfTil^mei, Placu rf Residenct, , Okirvathnu 

1, Atkinson, George, Esq. Flour WGIls. 

a. Ball, — Esq. Crossmagjin. 

3, Barton, Mrs. Forkhill Lodge. 

4» Charlemont, Earl No residence. 

5i Corry, Rt. Hon. Isaac Senymore. 

6, Courtney, — Esq* Southwark. 

7» Hall, •«-> Esq. No residence. 

8i Jackson, M19. ForiOiill. 

$> Jo&cs> ^ Esq. Mo residence. . 



iW; 



tat 
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K9. fropriatrt Namet^ Plaenof Residencf^ OhiT^allmi* 



lOy Moore, — Esq. 

11, M^Nealc, J. Esq., 

12, M'Neale, Neale, Esq. 

13, Needham, — Esq. 

14, Seaver, — Esq. 

15, Turner, — Esq« 
i6i Whalejr, — Esq. 



Dnxmbanagher. 
No residence. 
Jonesbdrough. 
No residence. 
Heath HaU. 
Newry. 
No residence. 



Barony of Lower Fews. 

Mt* Proprietett Namti^ fUoff HuiJUnf^ 

\f Acheson, ^Hon. Col. Gosford. 

2, Charlemont, Earl No residence. 

3, Gosford, Viscount 
4» Haywood, — Esq. 

5, Reed, — Esq. 

6, Synnot, Sir W. Bart 

7, Vernon, — Esq. 
ty Wilson, — Esq. 



^IntwiAmt^ 



Gosford. 

No residence. 

Bally ihoier. 

Ballymoier Lodge« 

Hockley, now set to Mr. Shieldi* 

No residence. 



Barony of Upper Fews. 



Jkr#. Proprietors iVanrcr, 

I, Ball, — Esq. 
a, Charlemont, Eail 



Pima rfXetidetietf 
Crosamoglin* 
No ^dencf » 



PisiFvatmi. 



Ni. 
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N(t» PfiprUitri Names, Pia§es of Retidtna^ OhtirmaHtm. 

3, Eastwood, F. Esq. No relidcAce. 

4» ■ ■, Rev. John, Ditto. 

5, Hamilton, Right Rer. 1 

Doctor, Bi^op of i Ditto. 
Ossory, j 

69 Henccy, — Esq. Ditto. 

If Hill, — Esq. Ditto. 

8, Kelly, Rev. Mr. ' Armagh. 

9, M'Cao, *7 Esq. Carritt. 

10, M^Comb, — Esq. , No residence. 
ti, M^Goagh, -» Esq. near Armagh. 

12, M'Masters, ^- Esq., near CullaviUe. 

13, OTallaghan, O. Esq. Cullaville. 

14, Reed, Joseph, Esq. Jun. BaUymoitr. 



CHAP. 



^SP STATI§7I(^ Sy&VfiV 



CHAP. HI. 



JUILDING8. 



Sect. l. Public Buildings. 

TO the princely liberality of the late Lord 
Kokeby this county is indebted for the numerous 
elegant public buildings, that environ and adorn 
her metropolis, which, from his Grace^scare and 
attention, may well be said to possess also the most 
elegant built streets, the best regulated police, and 
the most numerous adyantag^s of any inland town 
in Ireland. When we shall speak of the town in its 
proper place,* the public buildings will be particu* 
larly described. 

The several towns and villages in the county 
have the general characteristic of neatness and pro- 
portion in their buildings, as will also be shewn 
in the course of the work. 

The 

* Sec Chap. 13. Sect. I. 



/ 
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The churches throughout this <r6unty^ and indeed 
through this whole metropolitan diocess, are ex- 
tremely well appointed^ simple and chaste in their 
architecture, and display a lightness an^ eleganoe 
iot which they are justly admiied. 



Sect. 2. Houses of the Gentry. 

Th£ magnificent palace erected by Lord Rokeby^ 
during his primacy, being detached from the towa 
i|od sunrfmnded by a beautiful demesne, xnay ber 
9ty)ed under tlus section, and is unquestionably tbe 
most magnificent building in the county. 

The majority of the most wealthy proprietonT 
houses are quite in Che old style of architecture, and 
haye been the castles of their day; they are ge« 
neraUy erected in low situations, ulider shelter of 
a 1^ } and the wealth, not the taste of the pre^ 
prieton, is exlnbited in these bulky mansions. 

The erection of many of these are the cotrenants^ 
by whicb the original jHroprietors enjoyed their 
^ants; they must have been considered in those 
tijMs aa siagnifieent edifices, and were so stron^y 
feirtified, as to kare no ai^prehensions of aittack or 
surprise; the apartments, however, pK)9aesft all thd 
K 2 eomfort 
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ijonafort aiid convenience^for which antique buildings 
are remarkable. 

In the morci modern mansions we see compactness, 
and a correct style of architecture, but few of them 
are on a large scale ; thej will, however, be 3pokeR 
of in another part of the work. 



Sect. 3. Farm-houses, and Offices. 

. This description of buildings ranks in the middle 
class,' between the gentleman's house and the cot-^ 
tage; and, strictly speaking, is scarcely to be found 
in this county. The - more industrious, yet less 
wealthy occupier than the gentry, in other coun-^ 
ties, is the respectable farmer, who acquires his 
prqperty by the pursuit of husbandry ; but here, 
tins middle class is engaged in the linen business \ 
we eannot call his a farm bouse, 'tis more properly 
a manufactory ; agriculture is but a secondary con-' 
sideration, and he will not be encumbered with 
more land in his own occupation than is necessary for 
his business. The habitations of this respectable 
class may be more justly ranked under the head of 
the preceding section ; and to such houses are an^ 
nexed excellent and commodious offices, besides all 
the necessary buildings for conducting their works, 
mills, &c. 

Sect. 
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' S£CT. 4. Manufacturers^ Homes, and Cottages. 

These habitations, of the better kind, are similar 
to the small farm-houses in other counties, and are 
generally confined to a ground floor; the apart- 
ments consist of a kitchen, dairy, and perhaps se- 
veral small bed-rooms, and a workshop. It is to 
be regretted, that the sedentary employment of the 
weaver has been rendered still more unwholesome 
by his being obliged to shut up so many windows 
and chimneys of his house to evade the taxes. 
Ground floors particularly require ventilation and 
frequent fires in the apartment, but in many of 
these cottages there is no admittance of air but: 
through the door. 

Such defects might be remedied, to the better 
health and comfort of the manufacturer and pea- 
sant, and, perhaps, to the improvement of the re- 
venue ; the partial repeal could not hurt these taxes^ 
as the people deprive themselves of the light and 
necessary air rather than submit to the imposition. 

The offices of this description of houses consist 
of a oow-house, stable, and pig-sty, generally 
tinder one roof, thatched with straw, and the walls of 
mud. The cottage is also thatched, but the walls 
lire built of stone and mortar. 

The 
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The wealthy weavers have all their houses of 
stone, and the apartments fully correspond with 
the engaging and neat exterior, and are remarka* 
ble for comfort and cleanliness. 
. B<^ oak is esteemed very much for roofing, 
but in many places the country affords so little tim- 
ber, that they are obliged to use foreign deal, which 
comes very expensive. 

The miserable hovel of the lowest class, which 
so often wounds our feelings in other parts of Ire- 
land, is scarcely to be seen here, nor does that 
squalid poverty or filth disgust the traveller, which 
more southern provinces too often display, and which 
k perhaps less to be found in Armagh than in any 
other county \jx Ulster. The meanest hut has 
something of neatness to recommend it ; almost in 
every one the exterior is white-washed, and the 
roof well thatched, with a neatly enclosed little gar- 
den, affording abundance of esculent vegetables, 
and also a pleasing relaxation from the sedentary 
labours of the Ipom. 

Happy country, whose very peasantry feel the 
blessings of independence, resulting from their own 
honest exertions ; whose labour is not bestowed on 
an ungracious soil, or a precarious manufacture, 
and is sweetened with the hopes of sure reward, 
which, when gained, is not lavished in idleness or 
dissipation, but wisely applied to the encreasing 

the 
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the comforts, and advancing the respectability and 
independence of a well cirilized and industrious 
community. 

On reviewing the subject of this chapter, we will 
find the public buildings elegant and commodious, 
the mansions of proprietors, in general, more of 
the antique ostentatious style than of modern 
or chaste architecture; the houses of respectable 
gentry, more engaged in business, neat and well 
finished ; and the fefm-houses, and cottages, indis- 
putably comfortable, cleanly, and well appointed, 
with the exception o^ a great pi^ivation of light and 
ventilation. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



MODE or OCCUPATION. 



Sect. l. Size of Farms. 

THE soil being excellent, the pursuit of manu-^ 
facture, and the population very numerous, are the 
causes of the small size of farms, which are of so 
little extent as to leave the average of the county 
at less than five acres. Industrious and wealthy 
people are fond of seeing their children early pro- 
viding for themselves ; the various arts of the linen 
manufacture are easily acquired, even by children ; 
and young folks are, in this county, soon obliged 
to lend their labour, or are sent out, on their own 
account, to commence a livelihood ; a scrap of 
land is now the great desideratum for a cow's grass, 
and a garden, nor does the indulgent parent often 
refuse a portion of his own scanty plot, to ensure 
the comforts of the young people. Marriages are 

therefore 
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^refore encouraged, and take place very early ; 
this is by oa means a secondary cause of the sub- 
division of farms, or of the great value of land. 

Propri^ors find it in their account to let land 
in small parcels, as the weaver will pay for just 
what suits his own convenience, in the vicinity of a 
good market town, much more, than could be af- 
forded for a large farm^ the rent of which is to be 
made by the business of agriculture. 

To these we also may add another cause, tha): 
Uie political interest of the proprietor is greatly en« 
creased in the county, though I must here do justice 
to the general spirit of independence in the electors 
ot Armagh by remarking, that it must be some- 
diing more than extent of property, which will en* 
sm'e to the landlord the disposal of his tenants 
votes; they fee} the value of their franchise, and 
on these occasions^ frequently take the liberty of 
thinking for themselves, and deciding perhaps ex- 
actly contrary to Jkhe choice and interest of their 
landlord. 

Though the average size of farius is certainly 
small, yet there are some of large extent; these 
are principally situated in the Fews mountains, and 
afford a good pasturage for young cattle, and this 
may be considered the second or the other kind of 
division. I speak not of demesne ground occupied 
by the gentry, nor of the tracts which bleachers 

occupy 



occopy ier tWrgr«^i»; tbese^ though Bumeetom^ 
9gt not sDbsernent to the businees of hinbandry^ 
either in atable or pasture. 

The Occupation of the firsts or more nnmefous 
chsif id merely for the raising of provisiow lar the 
people employed in the linen BnannfactHre. 

The stcondy and but inconsiderable, is pa8tuf^# 
for young cattle. 

More minutely considering the former, the ^M 
ef dieir £urms seldom amounts to twenty acres, and 
often does not eaEceed one or two ; many of these fai^« 
mers are master weaters, and are styled manafa€ti»» 
ms^ though they do not work at fhelooBV, they em* 
piioy many ivearers ;. their time is occupied at asaftet 
cUefly in procuring yarn for- tbeiv ycmimayffien, dr 
dispouBg of kh&k webs ; tHiete a mam of this do^ 
fl^iption settles, and is so fortunate as to get a 
f^ aeres> he soon dstabliidies a manufacturing 
i?jUagi0 aMmd hiiny ^ith tfao^ firaiiiies to wiKmi 
he gives employln^nt. 



Sbct, 3, Ckittaeter ef Farmers^ 

As fbe pursuits of husbandry, exclusively oc- 
^Py*"S *b® attention of the people, are scarcely 

to 
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40 be faiind any where in this county, it is difieak^ 
to point out the hnaev tincbnneclied with mattiti 
facture. Under this b^u}> thensfore^ we cannot 
distinctly iqoeak of such a person. 

Fr«Bi eariy habits of industry, and the knowledge 

of* the rafale of labour ereii children aecumulale 

money, and feel a degree of independence; and m 

money i& the reward of labour, so it is more prized 

when acquired by industry ; dnis, a knowledge of 

the world, and the vahie of various coaimoditiQS 

are learned at a very early period, ^ and, periia|is 

from this circumstance^ more knowing and clihr^ 

deakfs are not to be met with than in this ps ofrinooGr 

The many wise and strict regulations, which ici* 

late to the linen business, and the impartial distlii^ 

bution of justice in its laws, defy ditdionieaty in .a 

great measure, and it is rarely attempted in the 

irarious dealings of the trade. ; but a very sWong 

pcopensity to atraffia in horse flesh generally pt»> 

▼ails^ and perhaps in no couoty in Irdapd is jadber^ 

ship practised with more extraordiiwry eDterpdsa% 

shameless fraud, or greater success ; the knowledge 

of recipes {on disgubing the blemishes of this moat 

generous and useful animal^ the quickest and ittaA 

injurious methods of what is termed getting him into^ 

eonditiao^ and the many oruelties practised to 

make him appear spirited and lively, are esteemed 

as ifivaluable nostrums, and are withheld from the 

nearest 
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nearest relatives and neighbours with close and mys^ 
terious secrecy, each jockey confiding in his own 
superior judgment and knavery, and the infallibility 
of his remedies. To disclose this valuable know- 
ledge, he considers, would be the same as fivnish- 
log his competitors, in the trade, with materials 
agsunst his own interest. 

If this general abuse through Ulster may be of- 
fered in extenuation of any particular county, it 
ii less excuseable, though in no place more gene* 
fally practised, than in Armagh. 

The people ought to be more honest, as being 
snore wealthy, and better informed than their neigh- 
bours, and the increasing demand for the article 
«f their trade leaves them totally independent of 
any secondary pursuit. i 

So ^eatly has this mania raged here, that the 
ambition of acquiring an excellence in the art, or 
what they term a name, has 'actually been the in- 
ducement, rather than the profit which might 
arise ^from the traffic. I mention it with regret, 
but truth compels me to remark this provincial 
dbgrace, and it is strange, that the man, who with 
the most bare faced effrontery will endeavour to 
defraud his neighbour in this dealing, would not 
perhaps attempt an] imposition in any other, and 
With the most scrupulous exactness would refrain 

from 
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from the infraction of all the exterior marks of re- 
ligious duties. 

Hence it may be concluded, that the transactions 
at fairs are not the most respectable. 

If the character of the people were to depend on 
the .exposition of their dealings at such places^ little 
could be said to their credit. 



Sect. 3. R<nt. 



Rent is always paid in specie, where leases eicist. 
Cottiers, who indeed are few, and the journeymen 
of manufacturers pay their rent in personal services ; 
as none but verbal covenants subsist with this latter 
description of tenants, they are only bound so 
long as it is their own and their employers' mutual 
pleasure or benefit. Some duties, which ought to 
be considered as rent, exist in leases at times, but 
are not exacted. The tenant should, however, un- 
derstand that a receipt for such is necessary, as well 
as for the rent in money, nor would a liberal land- 
lord, who scorns to exact these degrading relicks 
of the feudal system, refuse to give a receipt for 
them, or strike them out of the lease altogether. 

All 
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All rent is paid in speciei vrhicb is a great emo- . 
lument to .the agent of a large estate ; be sells the 
gold to the linen merchant, at from two to three ox 
four per cent in exehange, for bank notes, the entire 
of the linen trade being cai*ried on with specie 
only* At fairs, or markets, the purehaser must pay . 
in specie, or allow the discount, except there is, 
a previous agreement thaty)ank notes will be 
taken. 



Sect. 4. Tithes. 



A SUBJECT of so great importance, as should tend 
to any alteration or revolution in the church, should ' 
be touched with peculiar caution. 

It is complained, that animadversions ott this 
subject have been too freely discussed in some of 
the Statistical Surveys, which have been already 
published. What I have offered to public consi- 
deration, was with diflidence and caution, to avoid 
giving offence, and indeed with great rehictance. 
Btit the subject of tithes being an article laid down 
by the Dublin Society in their detail to be enquired 
into, it is the duty of the reporter to dedare truths, 

and 
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and, in exposing errors^ to point out remedies for 
their amendment. 

That in this system there are errors and abuses^ 
very destructive to the real interests of agriculture^ 
cannot be denied, and it should, however, be re- 
membered, that such errors are sanctioned by the 
laws of the land. When parties and troubles have 
subsided, it is to be hoped that the legislature will 
seriously think of correcting the evil, nor su£fer 
the idle bugbear of the danger of the church by 
•ny amendment in this system to deter them from 
considering the subject. In the mean time, a 
fair and honorable compromise between the incuo^- 
t^nt Sind his parishioners, by an acreable assess- 
ment, would greatly lighten the burthen. Tithp- 
proctors would thus be dispensed with, nor 
irpuld the poor man feel the effect of his gripinj; 
avarice. 

I have seen many instances, where a reasonable 
composition ensured peace and harmony with the 
pastor and his flock; in this case, the former is 
much better paid, and the latter scarcely feeb the 
charge. 



Shot. 
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Sect. 5. Leases. 

Much of this county is held under church and 
college leases, which of course are not freehold. 

Other properties are leased generally in freehold, 
for lives and years, or lives only. 

Twenty-one years, provided the incumbent's 
interest so long continues, is the term of church 
leases. ^ 

Several leases of private property are for the 
term of twenty-one years, and one, two, or three 
lives; thirty-one years and three lives are rarely 
granted. The more general term is for one life 
and twenty-one years, some few for a life, or live* 
only, and very few indeed are leased in perpe- 
tuity. 

Clauses in Leases. 

The penalties are not insisted on, when there is 
any infraction of clauses; but the restrictions are 
not numerous, nor burthensome, even were th^y 
exacted. 

The 
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The most useful restrictive clause would be to 
prohibit alienation of lands if it could be effected, 
but great difficulties bar its operation. The in- 
terference of the middleman between the landlord 
and occupying tenant is universally allowed t« 
stand as a total eclipse between agriculture and im- 
provement. 



L CHAP^ 
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CHAP. V. 



Implements. 

HITHERTO the implements of husbandry have 
been very few, and are only encreasing in demesne 
grounds. A light plough, harrow, and spade, 
only, are required to cultivate the lands. A wheel- 
barrow, and boxed car for carrying home turf and 
potatoes, or for putting out manure, make the 
sum of their farming utensils, all of the com*' 
monest and most unwieldy shape. ^ 

Those gentry, who have introduced improved 
implements of husbandry, will be mentioned in the 
baronial survey, thirteenth chapter. 

The Scotch plough seems very well adapted for 
this soil, and it is rather encreasing in repute, and, 
from the exact and peculiar formation of the mould* 
board, it is strongly rjBCommended. 

The 
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The harrows are very light with short teeth, 
and are but poorly eflkctive. 

I would recommend Mr, Christy's* farming ap- 
paratus, to be carefully inspected by ai](ia)»urs. 
This gentleman's mechanical abilities are well cal- 
culated to make improvements in the art, which 
he has in no small measure fully evinced ; his modes 
of cultivation and management are ingenious and 
complete, and every implement of real use, or 
which tends^to diminish labour, 13 fr>und in his farm- 
yard. 

Much of the labour is manual, as the ikrms are 
so small, and it is performed principally with the 
spade and shoveL 



Prices of Implements, 

JS* s, d. 
Spade, « - - 0:6:0 

Shovel, - . - 0:2:6 

Fork, - - - 0:1:6 

Plough, - . - 2:5:6 

L 2 Harrow, 

* Mr. John Christy resides in the county of Down at 
Kircasiock, jost adjoiniog the couoty of Armagh, about 
two or three miles from Lurgan. 
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, 




£. *. if. 


Harrow, . • - 




1:2:9 


Ckr with creeb, and boxed, - 




2: 16:101 


Wheelbarrow, 




0:ll : 45 


Hay-rale, • • - 




0:7:1 


Handtes for forki5, shorek, &c. 


&c. 


0:0:8 



CHAP. 



OF THE COUNTY OF ARMAGH. 149 



CHAP, VI. 



INCLOSING. 



Sect/ I. Thorn fences^ hedges. 

IN this well-civilized country the thorn fences 
are generally well taken care of, and look very 
neat and comfortable ; the smaliness of the fields^ 
and the numerous orchards which these close thorn 
hedges surround^ give a woody appearance, though 
actually but with few timber trees; this holds 
through the civilized part of the county, and indeed 
even in the mouqtainous district we see such im^ 
provements getting forward with more than gradual 
progress. 

Thorn fences are of all others the most desirable^ 
affording shade^ shelter, security, and profit; but 
before we attempt planting, our consideration should 
be directed to the nature of the soil, to know what 

plants 
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plants or shrubs are best suited to it. In moist soils 
the black alder is found to be superior to the willow, 
and sdso makes a good fence ; but it is erroneous, 
that it will not thrive in dry grounds also, as some 
writers have alledged. The alder will be very ea- 
sily propagated by layers, and the willow by plants 
raised in the nursery,' and should be put out in 
winter ; if deferred tilt the spring, it will be diffi- 
cult to accomplish it with success. The shoots 
should be two years old at least before transplanting, 
and, to constitute a very ornamental fence, should be 
put in the ground in two rows, at opposite or con- 
trary directions, forming a diamond, or resembling 
the mesh of a net, and the tops secured together 
with plaited osiers ; this makes a very beautiful 
inclosure, and soon becomes a very firm and strong 
lasting fehce. 

. In all hedges to be planted, one matter should 
be-, kept in constant remembrance. If the hedge 
. thrives slowly, and tends to decay when young, 
cutting -the plants, to within an ineh or two of the 
surface, will insure a quick and vigorous growth 
joi shoots, .which may then be trained to any shape 
or form. This ^operation ought never be delayed 
till the spring, -. by which time the buds should be 
shooting, and .only a few leading ones suffered to 
remain on the stem, or they would otherwise ,h^ 
.numerous and good for nothing. The q^uUui^ >of 

the 
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the white and black thorn is so ^ well known as 

to render any thing on this subject superflu- 

011S9 more than advising the young plants to be 

carefully weeded, and new and rich earth stirred 

in about the roots of the quicks ; but let us now . 

consider their preservation, and the modes of re** 

newing those which have decayed. When the young 

quick is not of a vigorous appearance and looks 

dwindling, it should be immediately removed by a 

fresh one from the nursery ; but the great mischief 

or neglect, which prevents these hedges from coming 

to perfection, is the want of a temporary fence dur- 

ing their infancy, to protect them from cattle-; dead 

thorn stuck in the ground, and made firm, is the 

best preservative, and will hold good during the 

time the quicks will be arriving to maturity and 

hardihood. In planting thorn fences, it would be 

a matter of ornament, and of great profit, to inter- 

sperse crab-thorn at proper distances, which would 

be so valuable for cider, and its toppings useful 

for many purposes ; large gaps and openings iq old 

thorn fences cannot be restored by young quicks^ 

which will never prosper in such places ; I have seen 

old plants dug up, and transplanted into gaps with 

great success; or, if the thorns at either side of 

the opening are long enough to meet, it is most 

adviseable to plash that part of the hedge ; this is 

too frequently but a slovenly operation, and when 
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thft bough is nicked and liaid^ it is kept down cxiljr' 
by the weight of a crumbling sod thrown lightly on 
ity which every rain diminisheis ; the true way to 
plash thorn hedges is to. procure sharp poifibed stakes 
of about two feet long, tolerably strong and pointed 
at ^e end, with a crook at the head ; this crook 
should confine the branch, and the stake shodd be 
malleted into the bank of the dUch to a proper 
depth, after which a layer of good earth should be 
thrown on the surface, which has been previously 
stirred ; the elasticity of the branch is confined thus 
by the stake, not by the weight of earth, and from 
whatever small branbhes the mould will cover, new 
shoots will appear as from layers. 

* Bryony is very destructive to young quicks, and 
soon choaks them, from the extraordinary size of 
its roots, the tendrils from them, and their enor«. 
' mous length. 

! Bindweed is a so closely entangling plant, as to. 
choak the shoot after it gets up, as also are several 
other injurious plants which ought to be carefully, 
^veeded out. . 

Our limits will not allow a more minute enquiry 
into this subject, but the farmer should understand, 
that the great profit he would enjoy in early spring 
grass, and its preservation from the nipping frosts 
at this season, is produced from shelter ; and of no- 
small consequence is the shade to his cattle in sumn 

mer: 



OF THE COUNTY OP ARMAGH. 155 

mef ; the fruit, which may be yielded from a ju- 
dicious interoiixture of eider trees ; the wood, which 
i^ a£Ebrded for varioua purposes of husbandry as 
well as for fuel ; the security of the crops from 
catde or interlopers; the warmth, the neatness, 
and comfort, which a well inclosed farm possesses, will 
' always command an -appreciation above its value, 
apd insured character, respect, and applause to 
the former, who has it in his occupation* 



Sect. 2. Paling. 



This mode of fencing is rarely met in Ireland, 
though so generally practised in England. Perhaps 
its success is enjoyed from the better civiliza^on of 
the people; and so much greater is the reproach 
to magistrates and country gentlemen, who do not 
put the laws in force aud protect, improvements. 
In many parts of England, where fuel is the scarcest 
and dearest article in life, we see these fences stand 
unmolested for ages, which here would not be left 
a single night. The great emulation in the spirit 
of improvement, which now so happily prevails, will 
oqly be successful, by a rigid observance of the laws 
against defaulters^. 

Park- 
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Park-paling is a vefy lasting and secure fence ; 
it may be objected to as not ornamental, but it pro* 
duces the desired purpose of inclosure immediately, 
and, if ofFenstve to the eye, it is easily planted out 
of sight with quick growing eyer-greens, which 
soon become a fence in themselves, if judiciously 
planted. 

Oak-paling is far preferable to all other kinds, 
and should, if possible, be procured, it being more 
lasting and far cheaper than any other, taking all 
circumstances into consideration. These pales 
should be cloven or sawed in thin scantlings ; if left 
thick, they become too heavy, and are apt to de* 
cay sooner; and it must be observed, that the tim- 
ber for this purpose should be cut in winter, I 
have in a preceding chapter shewn how this can 
be done without losing the bark. 

If the paling is high or above six feet, it becomes 
necessary to secure it at top by a rail fashioned in 
a triangular shape, so as to let off the rain. 

Low paling has a rail about the centre, but this 
receives the wet. and hastens its decay, and some 
palings are made without any rail, but are drove 
deep into the ground, and placed close together ; 
this is an expeditious mode of fencing, and, where 
the soil is not stony, is made with little expence; 
it has also the advantage of being either temporary 
or lasting, and is often used as a shelter and pro- 
tection 
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tection for a young plantation, till it is arrived at 
sufficient maturity. 

A well constructed paling will hold good for 
fifty years, and there is no fence so cheap. 



Sect. 3. Walls. 

For security, shelter, and duration, walls are, 
of course, to be preferred to all other modes of in- 
closing, but the great expence of these works is the 
best argument against their adoption. 

A cheap kind of wall, which is easily reared up, 
and is seen in several parts of England, is .termed 
a dyke ; this consists of two slight walls of dry 
stone, or sometimes mortared, about three or four 
feet asunder at bottom, and about one at top, 
and five or six feet in height ; the intermediate 
space is filled with earth ; this fence, if not made 
with judgment, will be apt to crumble, burst, and 
, decay, and excepting that the stones are convenient 
to be picked off the ground to be inclosed, they are 
hardly worth the cost of drawing ; but dykes made 
•of rushy sods are very durable, as they can be cut 
square with exactness, and laid regularly like brick* 
work, one sod covering the opening of the two 
underneath it, and projecting so as to throw off 

the 
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tbe dropy and prevent bursting ; this is made stiU 
more secure by digging a small ditch at either side 
of the dyke, ^hicb gives it additional height in pro« 
portion to the depth of the ditch, ana prevents cattle 
from injuring it ; the clay from this ditch may be 
thrown into the trench, which was made to procure 
the mould for the centre of the dyke, but the ditch 
cannot be made with safety till the dyke is com- ' 

pleted ; this fence will remain good for forty or fifty , 

years ; even cottage walls are formed in this man-- 1 

ner, and are very warm. It must be observed, that ' 

this mode of fencing will not afford the same warmth | 

or shelter to the land, which will be acquired from 
a hedge ; the expence of this dyke* will^ exclu- ' 

ttve of the ditches, amount to about sixpence the 
ronning perch. 

Dry walls judiciously built, coped or sodded at 
top, and dashed, are a cheap and lasting fence, but, 
where a gateway is left, there should be a pier 
built with Ume-mortar and good stone. I have seen 
dry walls in England, through which, as the work ad» 
vanced, mould and mat-rooted grass-seeds were 
scattered, and creeping plants sowed with them, 
which had soon taken root, and held the wall as 
strongly together as any cement, besides having a 
very pleasing effect. 

Sect. 

* For a very Hiinutc account of dyking, wc Doctor An- 
derson's Essays on Agriculture. 
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Sect. 4. Water Fences. 

No species of fencing is more useful, or necessary 
to be properly understood than this mode; rivers 
are generally excellent boundaries, and it is a mat- 
ter of much moment to secure their banks from the 
inolence of their streams in times of flooding. To 
prevent accidents of this kind, the surest way is to 
cut down the bank like a glacis, sloping towards the 
bottom, and to plant mat-rooted grasses thereon. 
An inclined paling at the top of the b^nk would 
effectually bar intruders of every description^ and 
the earth gained in the paring would be worth the 
expence^ as the banks of rivers are generally of a 
very rich loam^ or vegetable mould; this is the 
properest kind of manure for young quicks set ia 
the breast of ditches. 

Perpendicular banks will be gradually undermined^ 
as they resist the violence of floods ; earth softened 
with water will naturally crumble, and be washed 
away, nor does it require. the force of floods to sap 
it; its crwn weight brings it down. Breast-works 
of stone are often used Jn rapid streams, but these 
are expensive, and by no means equal to resist floods; 
whereas, if the flaggers, rushes^ and aquatic grasses 

once 
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once strike root^ they fprm a firm and everlasting 
barrier to floods^ which can by no means injure 
them. 



Sect. 5. Ditches. 



4 



Ditches, wet or dry, are seldom judiciously 
made ; for security and cheapness, these fences are 
very proper ; the great mistake is in forming the 
banks perpendicular ; where water is stagnant, or 
of very slow course, that bank may be perpen- 
dicular, which is no higher than the surface of the 
field, though it would be better to have a small 
inclination to widen towards the top ; but it is very 
necessary, that the other bank should be much in- 
clined, on account of the materials of which it is 
composed ; these are the scourings of the drain, 
which of course are very moist, when thrown up, 
but, when baked in the sun, have great durability ; 
for this reason the bank should be raised very gra- 
dually, and left to harden, before too much of this 
wet stuff is heaped together, which otherwise will 
burst or fall down with every rain, and require con- 
tinual repairs ; this fence answers a two-fold pur- 
pose, being also an excellent drain for wet land, 
and should be kept scoured and dragged oc- 
casionally 
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cadonaUy of aqueous plants and grasses, which in* 
terrupt the drains, and in still water will soon 
appear. 

These fences may be made very ornamental by, 
quicking the breast of the ditch, but a good vege- 
table mould should be the bed for the quicks ; they 
win not thrive in the hard baked clay, of which the 
bottom of these dicb^s is composed. 



Sect. 6. Gates. 

In this fine country, 'tis a pity that so few of these 
Crnamental and useful improvements are seen ; the 
expence is complained of as the cause of this neglect. 

Gates made of the heaviest and most valuable 
timber are generally the soonest destroyed; their 
own weight pulls them down, and the weather has 
great influence in swagging, splitting, and warp- 
ing such timber. 

The lighter the gate the better, if well put to- 
gether so as to preclude the rain from the mortices 
and joinings; I never saw better gates than som^^ 
which had been made of lime-tree, and were full 
^enty years in use ; light gates^ of good workman- 
ship 



ifo STATISTICAL SURVEY 

ship, and well painted, will statid double the time 
of those made of more expensive and weighty ma- 
terials. 

If the farmer cannot procure other timber thaa 
oak or ash, he should make his gates in pairs, and 
never use such timber in long swinging gates ; the 
clapping of these weighty bodies tears open the 
mortices, and quickly destroys the work. 

I have seen gates of oak and ash, which were 
very well put together, with diagonals dove-tailed 
through every bar; but they did not stand one 
year, from the causes already assigned. 

Taking a general review of the fences and modes 
of inclosing throughout Armagh, they* are found 
little inferior to those in any other county, and su- .. 
perior to a great many. The well cultivated arid 
populous districts, which occupy much the greater 
part of the county, are rendered exttemely com- 
fortable and secure in this respect.j 

Sunk fences are only to be met in demesne 
grounds, ' atid are well adapted for such places, anxl 
ver^r profitable, as the ground is in use to tHe 
brink ; £hey are peculiarly estimable, as forming the 
necessary bounds without obstructing prospect, iri- 
" terrupting the natural inclination of the surface, or 
interfering with its beauties. 

PART 
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PART 11. 
CHAP. VII. 

AGRICULTURE. 



Sola res rusticay qm sioe-dabitatione proxima et qtiui 
•OMaDgoiaca sapicDtiss est, tain discentibus eget quam ma* 
gistris. 

Colamella de re mstiea. 



PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 



THJE subject of this chapter being a direct rephf 
to the Suggestions of Enquiry ^ stated immediately 
preceding* the first chapter of the work, I shall, for 
the satisfaction of the Dublin Society, recite the 
Parochial Queried, as given in the second printed 
detail of enquiry. By the numerals, which are sub' 
joined to each query, is meant the reference to that 
section in the following or the preceding chapters, 

M wAfre 
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where such query is considered and replied to, I 
have adopted this mode for conciseness, as the pa^ 
Tochial enquiry in [so many instances agrees with 
the original general printed detail ; in most parts 
of the county the -same answer will hold good 
throughout y and where there is any material alteror 
tion it will be remarked ; it would be a tiresome tau» 
tology to reply to each query, in both details generally 
and parochially also, and would' swell this book to a 
useless size. 

I 7ieed not observe that the following sections of 
this chapter are those which are set down in the 
Suggestions of Enquiry, commencing at the head 
^ AGRicuLTVREj tminediateJ^ preceding the first 
chapter of the work. 

This m9de linU also have the good effecft of pointing 
out to those gentlemen or farmers, who are well ac- 
quainted with the heal state of the county, whether 
there are errors and omissions in reply to such que-^ 
ries, and will of course afford them but little trouble 
in correcting for a future and perfect edition, which^ 
in such a work, can only be accomplished by joint 
tndecfvours, and never by the labours of an individual, 
who can do little more than point out a system for 
its mx)re easy adoption, and compile and select from 
the many opinions necessary for its completion. 

Parochial 
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Parochial Queries suggested hy the Dublin 
Society. 

I. « WHAT is the nature of the soil, whether fiat or hilly, 
and how supplied with water I-^Sm Chap. i. ScQt. 6. 

2. Are the estates large or smalls and are the proprietori 
reudeat or absentees ?'--»ifrtf Chap. 8« Sta. i . m^d 4. Qbap^ lo. 
Sect. II. 

3^ Are there aay held by perpetual teases ?^i$«r Chap» 9.' 

&€Ct. J. 

4. Who are the proprietors of the estafefti—* 5^ Chap. »» 
^Mf. 4. C&i^. to. i^eir/. 1 1. 

5* What is the most commoo size and reat of farms l-^ 
S$$ Chap. a. Sect, 3. Chap. 4. Set$. I. Omi 3. ££«/. 9. S^^^ U 

6. For what term are fanad tfevally let| or what peculiar 
daoses or corenafits are there in their leases ? — See Chap^ %i 
Sect. t. Chap, 4. Seet. 6. Chi^. 0. Sect, 4. and 6. 

7. What nlay be the general size of fields, and how arc 
they inclosed ?— ^ Chap. 9. Sect. 9. 

5, What is the common course of crops and the mode of 
preparation for them : and whether there are any of suc^ 
Cfopa as are not cosimonly ccdtif ated in this country l-^See 
Ch^. 7. Seei. %. and 3. 

9. What is the usual process in breaking up grass land 
to ^age, and in laying down to grass ? — See Chap. S. 
fiect.'j. 

M 2 19, 



: itf4 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

10. What is the usual proporuon of each kind of gram 
and fallow on a farm ? — Sec Cbaf, 7. SecL 3. 

11. How much land is usually allotted to potatoesy by 
each farmer ? — See Chap, 7. Sect, 3, 

1 2. What is the average produce of each kind of grain and 
of poutoes ? — %ee Chap. 7. Sect, 2. 

13. What manures are made use of, to what crops chiefly 
applied, and in what quantities F^-*^^^ Chap. i. Sect. 6. 
B0g and Moott and Chap. 9. Sect. 13. 

* 14. li draining practised^ and how is it performed I Sa 
Chap.t). Sect. 12. 

I J. What sort of implements are in general use, and whe- 
ther threshing-mills have been erected, or any improved im- 
plements adopted ? See Chap. 5. and Chap. 7. Sect. 5. , 

1 6. Are there any oxen employed in draught, and do they 
work in collars or yokes ? See Chap, 7. Sect. 4. 

* 17. What may be the number of working cattle in propor* 
tion to the size of the farm i See Chap. g. Sect. 8. 

* 18. What number of milch cows ? Seg Chap. 8. Sect. 10. 

19. Is there any artificial green food raised either for the 
sommer or winter use of catde, and are they housed in win- 
ter ? See Chap. 7. Sect. 7. . 

20. Isr red dovei;^ generally sown, and how is it applied? 
See Chap. 7. Sect. 7. 

21. What proportion does the grass land bear to that on- 
der tillage, and how is it chiefly applied ; whether to Tear* 
Ing, or feeding, or to meadow ? See, Chap. 8. Sect. i. 

22. Is any attention paid to improving the breed of black 
cattlcy sheepi or swisei and by whom i See dap. 8. Sect, a. 

23* 
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23. If there be any dairy farms, of what extent are they^ 
»nd what is their average produce per cow ?— How is the 
butter disposed ofi See Chap. 8. Sect. lo. 

24. What is the mode of hay-making, and are the mea- 
dews cut early or late ? See Chap. 8. Sect. 9. 

25. Have the farmers comfortable houses, convenient 
' offices, and stands for their corn stacks I — and have they any 

orchards \ See Chap. 3. Sect. 3. and Chap. ^, Sect. 2. 

26. What sort of cottages do the poor inhabit, and how 
siucfa land is there commonly allotted to each I See Chap. 3. 
8eet. 4. OBdCbap. xo. Sect. 3. 

27. What are the wages of labourers, and what rents do 
they pay for house, garden, potatoe land, and the |prass of 
cows ? See Chap* 10. Sect. 4. 

28. What is the common fuel, and the expence of it ? 
See Chap, 10. Sect. 4, 

2p. Are habits of industry, and the English language, well 
esublished or increasing among the lower classes ? See Chap» 
10. Sect, 25. 26, 

30* How are tythes paid, in kind, or by composition ?-^ 
and what are the usual rates of each species ? See Chap. 4. 
Sect. 4. and Chap. 10. Sect. 5. 

31. What manufactures are there, and to what extent 
are they carried on ? See Chap. 10. Sect, 14. 

32. What number of looms in the parish i See Chap. xo. 
Stct.^ 

' 33* Do they incroue or diminish i &/ Chap. 10. Sect. 14. 

34- 
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34. Am tberf 107 wood? or CKtCAsive pUat^iioDs or 
iiedgerowsj of what kind of tree< do they chiefly consist 
and what is the price of timber i St^ Chsp. 1 . f «£/. 6. Woedf^ 
and Chap. 10. Sect, 17. 

35. How many acres uodcr timber? ^e Chaf, 1. SecUt. 

36. Is there any nursery, and where ? See Chap, 10. 
SecL 2 a 

37. Are there mines of any Icind near you, and are they 
worked to any effect ? See Chap. 10. Sect, 32, and Chap. 12. 
^ect, 1 . 

33. Are there quarries of limestooe or <rf'ff«eetotte? 9m 
Chap, I. Sect, 7. Minerals, 

39. Are there any fao^ or traots of wftsle bid wliich sir6 
capable of improFement ^ ^S^ Ch^f^ i. f^^^ €• ^3^ ontf ilfMTf 
«w^ C/&<2/. 10. Sect, 22. ^ 

40. What is the population and nomhsr of iphftKuuits 11 
your parish ? See Chap, 10. Sect. 1. 

41. What number of houses? See Chap, 10. Sect, i^ 

42. Have they increased or diminished of Jate ? See Chap, 
lo. Sect, I. ^ 

43. If there be any ruined towers, castles, monasteries, 
or other ancient buildings or remarkable places near yoa, 
what historical or traditional account is there of them? See 
Chap, 10. Sect. 27. 

' 44. Are there any mills, and of what kind ? See Chap. 
10. Sect. 1 6. 

45, What quantity of corn may each manufaeture yearly 
upon an average ? See Chap. lo. Sect. 16. 

46. Are the roads in good repair i Ste Chap. 10. Sect, 7* 

47- 
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47. Is theie a church— or glebe— ^ and lyliere does the 
cler^maa reside? See Chaf. i. Seci. 4. and Chap. lo. 
Sect. 28. 

48. Ate there any schools, and how endowed ? See Chaf. 
10. Sect. lo. 

49. Are they well attended i See bhap* io» Sect. io« 

50. Is there any thing particular in the parish ; or any 
remarks or improvements you would suggest ? See Ciaf. xa.' 



jSect. J. Jtfo4e qf Culture. 

^Hp mode of cukujre in this county is either 
Tirith the plough and barrow, pr with the spad^ ; 
much land i^ .tilled with this latte^ implement^ a» 
the fiurms 9d:e so very smaU» and s^i theae little por- 
.tio;Qs )a sufficient spot mu$^ b^ assigjjied for the 
,cow$ maintainance. THs tillage i^ of ,cQur^ well 
performefl^ as ploagbs; an4 aU the iinproy.ements 
made ibereon^ tend to iJie import^jxt purpose of 
jjedi^cing the .soil to a proper tilth,, wJbicb no other 
implement but the spade )i2^ yet effectually an- 
siweced* To adopt this mode of culture, in large 
farms, would be too tedious and expensive, hiXt it 
should be considered that, where the soil is well 
dug, and the particles of earth properly separated, 
so ^ to afford new food for plants, the less manure 
will be required, 

Vegetabl* 
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Vegetable or green crops impart to the soil a rich- 
ness, which, with a due proportioni of tilth and ma- 
nual labour, wiU }deld more abundantly than rich 
manures or a slovenly and ill ploughed field. 

But tillage* must be asi^isted by manures in some 
cases. In strong heavy land, judicious manuring 
will more easily render it friable, and divide and 
separate the clods, than any course of tillage ; with- 
out this crumbling of such a soil, the roots of plants 
will not be able to penetrate it, and must perish : on 
the contrary, in light land, from its being so ex- 
tremely porous, we find the same defect : manures 
of a binding quality must here be applied, which 
will have the same effect as pressure, closing the 
pores ; hence we often find, that virtues imparted 
to! the 'soil from manures are from mechanical prin- 
ciples rather than from any other causes; substances, 
which have no putrescence, will, by opening the 
soil, answer purposes on stiflF clay, which the rich- 
est stable manure will not in the least benefit. 

The mode of culture therefore in this county 
is judicious, as the spade, the plough, and har- 
row, are certainly capable of receiving great im* 
provement. 

Defects in the Flough, and remedies proposed. 

The sole is not straight, and the projection has a 
very mischievous tendency. 

The 
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The sole of the plough should be perfectly level, 
and not at all raised behind, or else a ridge of 
earth roust remain undisturbed. 

The breadth of the sole is also too much, as it re- 
quires a greater force of cattle to draw it ; this should 
not exceed the track sufficient for a man or horse 
to walk, for which nine inches will be fully ade- 
quate, and the work will go on much brisker and 
with greater ease. 

The Scotch ploughs are shorter in the beam, but 
length of beam gives steadiness, though doubtless 
it encreases the draught. Expert ploughmen will 
work a Scotch plough so as to remedy its unsteadi* 
ness in our hands. 

Defects in the Harrow ^ and remedies proposed. 

It is ridiculous to suppose, that any one imple- 
ment, of this description, can answer all the various 
purposes, for which it is required, though how sel- 
dom do we find the farmer who has aii idea, that one 
of a second form is requisite. It will engage but 
little reflection to determine, that no one instrument 
can be adapted to the various sorts of soil, or to 
so many purposes as this is found necessary for. 

Preparing the ground for seed and tearing the 
sur&ce win require a more severe instrument, than 
in seed sowing, when it is to be presumed the 

ground 
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ground is reduce^ to a proper tilth. For tbie first 
of these purposes^ the harrow used here is too light, 
the teeth are too close together, by far too shorty and 
only skim the surface ; for the latter purpose, it is 
too heavy, and the teeth ace too short, not laying 
the seed so deep as to preserve moisture, but ex- 
posing it to the sun which parches the surface. 

Double harrows are the best calculated to obviate 
these defects ; thin long teeth penetrate the soil, 
and lay the ^eed deeper ; whc» yoked eveijly toge- 
ther, tbey work as one harrow of twice the weight, 
wd are very siteady. 

Harrows should be so constructed that no pin 
should follow the track of another, bijt each have 
a course of its own, and all work together. 

Treble harrows are well calculated for broad-cast 
husbandry, and have also the superior effect of 
intermixing top-dressings on ploughed ground, .and 
reader the tilth finer than single or double harrows 
possibly can; but the instr^mei^t termed the scujler 
answers the purpose still better than any other mfi- 
chine I Jiave seen j it is now too well known and in 
too igeneral use to require particular description. 



Sject. 
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Sect, 2. Extent of culture ^ and of each species 
of grain sowed. 

This can only be conjeetured, and not nainutdi' 
ascertained. The populibtioo vfc know to be great 
in an unprecedented degree, and we also are cer* 
tain that, although much corn is exported from this 
county, particularly wheat, yet scarcely any is 
imported, the soil yieldiag abundance for its aa- 
loerouB inhabitaaits. 

Wheat is a very general tnop kx the barony cf 
Armagh, and also in CNeitaind, when the farms 
are larger than is ueeessary for the family's supply ; 
but the great crops throughout the county are of 
oats. Taking the average of the county, tweive 
barrels of oats, of fourteen stones to the banredly 
^e yielded from the stal^e acre ; eight of wheats 
of twenty stones; fouiteeu of basky; dF ttxteea 
stones ; and 100 of potatoes, of Iwcnty stoass ; flax 
will produce ninety atones dean scitehed frogn 
the acre. To produce &eat ccops, of wheat am 
sowu about fourteen steoea, oata^ twenty-four, hari- 
ley sixteen, ilax fowr bushels, and potatoes, from 
the various modes af m^i «Dd fxnopagation, of no 
determixiate q/wit^y. 

Sect* 
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Sect. 3. Cmirse of Crops. 

No system in husbandry is of so important a con- 
cern as that we are now to consider, nor is any so 
little understood or so grossly neglected. If the 
farmer reaps a crop not inferior to the usual return^ 
he is contented^ and supposes the soil has produced 
to the best of its ability ; he only sees his mistake 
when a neighbour of superior judgment or manage- 
ment surprises him with more abundant produce, 
from a proper mode of cropping. 

This error, which has so efiectually retarded the 
science of agriculture, is pretty fully known and of 
course exploded in England, and in many parts of 
Ireland the change has been rapid and successful ; 
it is to be lamented, that a county, possessing so 
generous a soil, should not also have fair play and 
indulgence ; but as yet this new system is scarcely 
heard of here, and except by a very experimental 
gentry, has not been attempted. Happily the 
most certain conviction follows the trial, and en- 
sures a steady adherence to a system of such supe* 
rior excellence. Tbe great principled, on which it 
depends, are a judicious mode of manuring, and 
a particular attention to removing weeds, which by 
the application of the hoe is accomplished, bringing 
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new earth or food to the roots of those plants we mean 
to cultivate. Thus advantages are gained not only 
in the yielding of more luxuriant crops, but in the 
perpetual produce of these crops, and llie system 
of fallowing is of course entirely exploded. The 
introduction of a vegetable or green crop, between 
two corn crops, will never reduce the soil, and, by 
exploding fallow, a dead year*s rent is saved. We 
very well know, that some land has produced 
wheat two years successively of abundant crops^ 
and perhaps the last superior to the first ; but this 
does not prove but that the land is the worse for 
such a course, and must be reduced in its strength, 
I, myself, have seen seven successive good corn 
crops taken from fresh ground, which had been high-> 
ly manured with lime-stone gravel, but surely no 
one will say, but that land was unfairly, dealt witb^ 
and might have had better management: the issue 
has proved it, for that farm, though laid down 
in apparent condition, and in the first season, was 
spread with white clover, and nice herbage, yet 
the following year, being dry, the grass wither*- 
ed, nor ever after recovered, though profusely 
top-dressed; when broken up again it. would pro* 
duce no more com, and it is now under a nursing 
with the culture of green crops, which is gradually 
restoring it to good condition. 

One 
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One certftin objection to the ms^ systeBi, in Ire« 
htid^ 18 the general poverty of the farmer; bw 
stoch should be propoftaoncd to his nuiBbet of acrey^ 
to ensure a sofficienoy of manvtre ; tkis in most cases 
is OQt of the queatlony through a deflciency of c^ 
pital. In this county this objection does not hold^ 
the fartns are so small ; in the stock of cows and 
valves,, there is a sufiiGiency of manure to be ac^ 
quired with ptoper management ; but a greater at-r 
tention being paid to the loom, and the farm b&» 
ing but a secondary c(Masidei*ation^ makes as much 
against it as the Other iii in its favour. It must be 
by slow degrees^ and by experience from the prac* 
lice of the gentry, and ocular demonstration of 
its superior excellence, that any new system will 
be iBtroduoed in a pursuit, which is not the maid 
dtpendencie. 

I am now to expose the erroneous course of crops 
practised in this county ; first, potatoes on a lea 
stubble ploughed, and manured -with dung ; second^ 
flax^ with spade cultmre; third, oats ; fourth, oats ; 
fifth, oats ; all prepared by two ploughings and two 
harrowings ; stubble left for cow pasture : another 
course, first, potatoes ; second, wheat, sowed im« 
niedtately m the potatoe fallow, and always trenched 
in ; third, oats ; fourth, oats, as bdFore. Wheat, 0|is 
ploughing only ; if the ground is very fine, after 
flax they sow a crop of barley with two ploughings 

and 
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ittd hnnoimtipy or oftehM tarcMch it itij and ftfttfri. 
wards ti^De two crop;? of cats* Clover is ^wn in 
small patches for summer soil, and thi^ tamwt h6 
too strongly r^eammended ; the practice is gaining 
gfoutid^ and tb6 eoantry shoplieftpdrs^ ii»ho se)l tbii 
article, acknowledge an en^reasing demand for 
it. Oats are frequently trenched in. No other 
cufp^ are sown h^re< In th^ vegetable gai^den much 
bedns are sown for food, which is V«fy sklutary^ 
after the long use of oatmeal, the during spring 
season ; this refreshing vegetable powerfully corrects 
the effects of their late heating diet. 

The farmer will find his account in having cul* 
tivated a sufficiency of green food, such as turnips, 
tares, cabbages, &c. for the subsistence of his 
stock in the winter and spring, and their manure 
will be a constant source of treasure ; thus, the 
grand principle of improved husbandry, in restoring 
to the soil as much as possible that which it has 
yielded, is fulfilled. 

in the culture of these vegetable and revigorating 
trops, drilling in the seed is of course to be re- 
commended^ as well as in corn sowing ; then hand 
or j^orse hoeing can follow with success, and the 
weeds be easily destroyed ; little more than half the 
quantity of seed will be used to produce a superior 
crop on the same^quantity of ground, much less la- 
bour will be required^ and another material ad- 
vantage 
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yantage which is annexed to this system is^ that 
the most luxuriant corn crop cannot be laid down 
ID bad weather. 

In this county, fallowing is scarcely known, the 
farms being too small, and ground too precious, 
to be ever unoccqpied. 

The usual proportion of each kind of crops is 
as follows, supposing a farm of five acres, which 
i^ above the average of the tillage of the county. 

Acres. Acres. 



Thus, a portion of the potatoe ground of the pre- 
ceding season is always occupied with flax ; and 
sometimes wheat, or barley, is sown in the remain- 
ing plot. The oat stubble affords a good quantity 
of grass in the winter, as it is seldom ploughed 
till spring. In a farm of five acres, one is usually 
allotted to potatoes ; in eight acres, one and a half; 
and in ten acres, from two to three ; their policy 
being to give up ^ much ground as possible to this 
crop, that they n«iy prepare so much for wheat, 

which 
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which almost always succeeds the potatoes, except 
that small portion of the potatoe fallow, which is 
reserved for flax. 



Sect. 4. Use of Oxen, how harnessed. 

These animals are scarcely at all used here; 
farms are so small they would not answer, and a 
plough of cattle is easily made up by neighbour- 
ing farmers lending, or hiring their horses, for 
which they have constant employment, when not 
engaged in the field, as carrying their webs, yarn, 
&c. to market. 

When any of the gentry plough with oxen, which 
they rarely do, the draft is from the shoulder, and 
they are yoked with collars. 

A description of the draft from the forehead 
may be seen in my Statistical Survey of the county 
of Cavan, page 74. 

Sect. 5. Nature and tise of implements of 
husbandry^ 

■ The common ill-constructed Irish plough and 
harrow, as I have already shewn, are in general 
use.; much work is done with the spade, and the 

N shovel. 
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^oyel) as^tbey trench m most of their crop» for 
this u^ ; the shovel is square, and well adapted to 
the purpose* There is not one threshing machine 
in the county, and very rarely a hand winnowing 
machine is seen. These small farms cannot afford 
expenave implements^ i^or, where so little labour 
is necessary, are they requisite. 
. The Argyleshire plough would answer well here, 
and is easily worked by two horses, it being equally 
adapted for deep and stony soils, with a small 
iihange of apparjatus, which renders it a most useful 
implement* 




The roller is never used, except in demesne 
grounds, for laying down land ornamentally. 

The car is very badly constructed, arid so evi- 
dently so, that a bar of iron is always secured 
under the body to keep the sides in their places* 
The slats are very heavy, and morticed through 
the shafts, which reduce the strength of the shafts 

rery 
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very mocb^ and in this place they, frequendy give 
way ; if only the first and last slats were morticed 
through, and the others halved into the shafts, the 
car would be much stronger: on the whole, it^s 
a clumsy, though cheap implement, not having 
Hiore than about three and a half stone of iron 
work ; the cost of the wood work, wheels included, 
about twenty-eight shillings ; the whole cost about 
three pounds. 

I must observe two great defects in the plough : 
first, the want of a plate to the side; from this 
defect the plough is always obstructed in the 
draft by the mould, which clogs this aperture, 
and passing thrdugh it frequently falls back : and, 
secondly, the mould bobird not being curved, the 
sod cannot be regularly laid down, and is fre- 
quently left so perpendicular as to fall laack again ; 
it is impossible to make a clear open furrow with 
this implement; indeed, excepting where the 
ploughman guides the horses and holds the^ reins, 
a straight furrow will never be made ; a driver 
walking beside the cattle, his attention being 
taken up in setting each beast to his draft, 
cannot surely keep in a straight line. In irregu- 
lar furrows, the crop will lose the advantage of 
ventilatibn, which is secured to it by straight and 
even ploughing. 

N2 The 
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The Chain, or Small^s plough, represented in the 
annexed cut, is the most dtisily wtirked of any, in 
soils free of stones. 




'? ^'^ .^^.y^fei^^agig 



The slide car is used in some parts in the moun- 
tainous district. It is of the usual make, and shaped 
like a common car without wheals, sliding on the 
points of its shafts, ^vliich are fashioned for that 
purpose, and shod with iron ; this car is used where 
the country is moistj and has not been drained: 
in such places, wheels would sink : it is used for 
carrying home potatoes, and taking out dung, lA'hich 
is loaded in a basket, or creel, fastened across the slats. 

The annexed plan of a harrow is well calculated 
for gathering weeds, and cleaning land. 




In 
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In demesnes, where improved instruments are 
used^ they will be noticed, when we speak of im- 
provements in the IJaronial Surv^}^, 1 3th chapter. 

Sect. 6. Markets for grain, 

. ■ ' ■ ■ . , . • ' • . ' 

THare is not one extensive market for grain in 
the county, indeed little, is reared for sale. His 
Grace, the present Primate, intends rebuikling: the 
inai?ket*house of Aribagh, and eticouraging a wheat 
market ; and since I have been in the eounty, I 
understand that at Lurgan Mr. Brownlow's spirited 
-exertions fpr the same purpose have had great success. 

Hitherto, merchants in the vicinity of the navi- 
gation, as at Newry and Pprtadown, have pur- 
chased' all the extra corn of the county, except 
ivbat was sold to the Armagh buyers, who had also 
a considerable share of the trade. The greatest 
clog on establishing markets for. grain, is the high 
toll generally imposed; it would be much better 
policy to abolish this custbnx altogether ; when it 
is takdn in kind, it becomes actual robbery, as a 
measure of corn, when the toU was first laid on, 
was not of the value of one penny, and the en- 
creased value of the same quantity may from many 
circumstE^nccs, at times, be Worth several shillings. 
I have known this practitie to ruin a market, which 
had been well established. 

Sect. 
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Sect. 7. . Use of green food in winter. 

Green food is no where cultivated for cattle 
by the peasantry, except small patches of clover, 
which come in early, and last a good while. The 
gentry are slowly engaging in these crops. In 
the description of the management of their demesne39 
their attention to this subject will be noticed. 



Sect. 8. General observations on the modes of 
Agriculturey as practised in the county ^ with 
remarks on drill husbandry.' 

A i>rop|:r and judicious rotation of crops, which 
would ever keep the ground in good heart and 
vigour, is not at all considered or understood. 
The soil is, very grateful, ^nd yields much more 
abundantly than in the neighbouring counties, 
which perhaps is sufficient to keep the farmer in 
ignorance of the errors of his practice. A due or 
regular preparation for culture is not attended to } 
the following is the general routine; 

Wheat 
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Wheat culture. 

J St. Preparation. — Levelling the potatoe furrows, 
which sometimes get one harrowing, and ona 
ploughing, if the seed is sown broadcast; if two 
crops of 'potatoes have preceded this crop, a trifling 
application of ashes is scattered on the surface. 

2rf. Szw/zVy.-?— Principally red lammas wheat, and, 
as this sted is always produced from potatoe ground, 
it degenerates in quality, such land greatly injur- 
ing the grain. In corn countries, wheat raised in 
a potatoe fallow is depressed two shillings per 
barrel in value, and a judge of this graiu ^iU' 
easily distinguish it, 

3rf. Steeping. — ^This is only used here to separate 
the good and bad grain; the latter will always 
float on the surface, which is often done by wiiir 
nowing ; however, steeping is of more consequence, 
as it prepares the seed for vegetation very quickly, 
and is really necessary to nourish it in a dry season ; 
but here it is not left sufliciently long in steep^ 
for this purpose. 

4th. Liming. -^Tbe seed is always well mixed 
with lime previous to its being sowed, but is seldom 
pickled with salt, which would more eflfectually 
prevent smut or the worm. 

5th. Seed. 
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5th. Seed. Quantity sown,— The. acre is statute, 
generally through the county, and to this por- 
tion of ground two and a half or three bushels 
are sown. I have heard skilful agriculturists argue 
for a greater quantity gf seed, and that, the heavier 
the grain is sowed, the less roojn there is for weeds 
to spring up. If the principal c|esideratum is to 
raise the largest crop from a given quantity of ground, 
there must be some attention likewise had to the 
quantity of seed also, and if tw^pty shillings . worth 
of seed can he saved on an acre of grovmd, surely 
it is of the first consequence. Drill husbandry will 
ensure this saving, rating wheat at forty shillings 
the barrel of 20 stones, ten stones of seed ^ill be 
sufficient : by this mode, the wee<ls are more easily 
destroyed, and the produce of wheat threshed has 
been considerably greater, I remember having sepn 
a field of wheat thickly spwn on t}ie principle of 
keeping dowii weeds, ai^d which looked very pro- 
mising, but the crop was only productive, in straw, 
and much under the^ average return of a middling 
crop in weight of grain, 

eth. Time of sowing — Commences on the digging 
out of the potatoes, and is generally finished before 
Christm^ ; few ins^nces. of a spring crop of wheat, 
but even in. those few there have been ample 
yieldings. I have seen whpat sown in the county of 
Kildarc in August, and in the same field again in 

^ ^ . March, 
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March, for experiment sake, and the latter sown 
crop was the be$t of the two, but near, a month later 
in harvesting. 

1th. Weeding and tramping. — ^When the crop is 
too mmpanty they scratch it with a harrow, which 
they run over it a second time reversed, with a 
weight of stones on the top ; this process would be 
more effect uajly s^nswered by the roller, but of this 
imidement they m^ke no use. I have seen sheep, 
turned in Qti shrank crop of wbe^^t in sipring, which 
had been sow^d in fiutumui nor were th^y drov^ 
off, until, the field seemed as bare and browi) as a 
fallow, and the crop was of extraordinary yielding ; 
the soil was a vety loose tilth and loam, and had 
been washed away f^rom the roots of the plants by 
heavy rain ; the tramping pf the sbe^p caused it 
again to plant, to which I. attribi|te the good effepts 
which foUowed, for the crop was afterwards full as 
rank when it arrived to the same height ; it was bow- 
ever later than usual by a, fortnight, which is a good 
argument in fayour of lat^ sowing on light loamy 
soils. 

Weeding is performed with a reapipg hook, but 
this only cuts the weed, which is again in vigour 
by the reaping season ; the root in the mean time 
imbibes as qiuch vigour and food as the corn ; such 
a crop cannot be said to be effectually weeded, 
but only clean to the eye. It is surprising that 

farmers 
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^noers will decevre tbemiehres in this lespect ; a 
wooden tongs, which has'gfeat power, would after 
rain effectually and very quickly pull up the Ttieedii 
by the root ; by cutting with the book, th^ seeds^are 
shed after a second growth, before the corn is cut. 

Sth. Hanmsi.-^YxAf sowings wiH be vtaped 
s^aittst the b^mniiig ;of September, and spring 
sowings seldom before October.* -The earn is 
generally kft in the field in small stdoks, until 
thoroughly seasoned, and seldom stacked- but in 
the haggard. Mach more defi^nds on the situation 
or rather eWaiion of the ground, than onUhe 
tlim^te in difference of harvesting. Com crops on 
cold elevated exposed grounds will be always from 
ten to fourteen days lafer than those, which have 
the advantage of shelter, 

Stk. Threshing. — There ate two modes practised ; 
one of them is termed slashing ; this is done without 
opening the sheaf; the slasher holds the butt of the 
bheaf in both hands, and' strikes the head of it 
against a bat, placed horizontally for that purpose. 
This is a very good method, as a sufficiency of grain 
is procured for any purpose very quickly, without 
damaging the straw, which imy be again stacked 
in sheafs as before, and kept fresh for winter fod- 
der, and' then what grain T6main^ is to be finally 
threshed 'out with the flail. i 

10th. Produce-^ 
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10th. Prtduce — ^Must depeed on the nature of 
the soil, and the mode of culture ; tbere ure few 
wheat soils in the covinty but, with proper ma- 
nagemeot, would average ten or twelve barrels of 
twentv stoDes per acre : the present average scarce- 
ly ejficeeds eight, which, »t forty shillings per bar- 
rel, wULleaiw its valae at sixteen pounds sterling. 

BAKLEY CULTURE, 

1st. Preparation. — ^When the ground has lain a 
year idle, it is ploughed three times, arid^ if not 
in heart, is manured \^ith dung, lime, oi^ ashes ; 
the grain is sometimes so^^'ed on a potatoe fallow, 
and trenched ill with the shovel. 

2d. Sort — There is little choice a» to the sort, 
the two or the four rowed barley being^ impar- 
tially or accidentally used; from their ignorance 
in dressing the latter kind, the malster makes a 
heavy deduction from the gross- T^eight^ which is 
an imposition, 

3d. S'eed. — The quantity of seed is about two 
hundred weight per acre, and in some places even 
three hundred weight, which is an enormous waste, 
and always succeeded by bad management, lodging 
of the crop, &c. 

4th. Time of sowing. — This must vary according 
to the state of the ground ; but, as the soil is sound, 

and 
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and rain makes no great impression on it, the seed 
is got in gisnerally about the beginning of April ; the 
genial shov^ers in this month afford a due degree of 
moisture for vegetation, which now is necessary. 
This grain is usually, and vevy properly, trenched in. 

6tb. JVeeding. — This operation is performed, as 
on the wheat crop, by nipping the weed with the 
hook, which will soon sprout again. 

€th. Harvest. '-^The general reaping of barley is 
in the month of September. It remains stocked in 
the field until dry, whep it i?. b|rought hoq;iey ^nd 
stacked in the haggard, 

7th. Threshing— U all performed wilh the flail, 
in the common way, and paid for by day's work. 

8th. Produce. --^^evr well-tilled Jand will yield 
from sixteen tQ t^^enty barrels^ of! sixteen ston.es to 
the barrdi. They s^dom soiw barjey in this, county, 
but in, nice, wQlI-priepareKl }^n^. The average re- 
turn may be fourteen ba;rre]s. to the ' acre, in the ba« 
rbnies of Ari^i^h, O'Neiland, and Lower Orior, 
but much less in the other districts. . The averaga 
value of an acre of bs^rley, in this county, will be 
about 15^. sterling, at one shilling per stone. 



OATS 
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oAts culture. 

1st. Prepdration.^^Vdt this htvAy grain there is 
no regular preparation, and seldom more than on« 
ploughing; nor is this thought of, until just before 
seed sowing, so that the stubbles may yield pas- 
turage as long as possible, which they are but badly 
supplied with in spring, Oats sown from the lea are 
seldom attempted here. Potatoes mostly, engrosn 
the lea crop ; and the sod is better prepared by rot- 
ting for a com cfop. 

They seldom have occasion to manure for this 
ctop, the ground bfeing in good heart after potatoes, 
(except two or three crops have previously been 
taken ; in this case, they manure the surface with 
a eompost of lime, dung, clay, or ashes. In moist 
light ground it is trenched in ; in sound warm land, 
sowed broadcasts , ' 

2d. Sort. — ^In- their best land they sow white Poland 
oats, and white Holland ; in the mountainous dis- 
trict, black oats, and sometimes white oats on limed 
ground. When white oats are sown on the moun- 
tainous parts, which have not been previously ma- 
nured and drained, they will degenerate into a black 
grain in two or three si^asonsi This grain will not 
make so bright meal, and has a much greater hull, 
and quantity of offal. The white oats are the ear- 
liest 
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liest ripe; the white Holland come in sooner than 
the Polish ; the black oats have the advantage over 
the other two kinds, in not easily shedding, if cut 
before they are faVy ripe^ and left to ripea in the 

fitook. 

3d* S^ed. — About ,tWBnty-two stone to the English, 
or tweftty-eight to the plantati<Hi acrp; 

4th. Time of spwmg — Is gianerally. a month or 
five weeks before baxley, or as early in the spring as 
tbey eanbe got in. 

5th. fVeeding — In every reject the sam«j as 
mentioned in the wheat and barley ,cuUure. 

(8th. HarvesU — This seldom begins * before the 
second or third week in September; it. is earliest in 
places where there is a lirpestone sojl. A statute 
acre of oats mHy be cut by five n^ea, and bpund by 
as many womeui This grain riso rfiaains in stocks 
in the field;, andi what quantity the farmer may 
judge is over his probable demand, is frequently 
sold in the stook, atid rates from 15. to l*.4rf. per 
stook. This grain is kept longer on the ledge than 
any other; and it is said that it improves in quality 
by this mode, after it is perfectly dry. 

7th. Tkre$hing.^Ai\ done by the flail, and fre- 
quently paid for by task- work. A good thresher 
will earn sixteen-pence per day. 

8th. Produce, — ^Frequently, on well-tilled good 
land, the produce will exceed twenty barrels of four- 
teen 
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teen stones. Th6 average of the county is considered 
about fourteen bavreh to the acre ; but I suppose 
this calculation to be short, of the actual return. 
The average value of an ^cre of o£Ubs may be about 
i^. per acre, at ten-pence per stone. 

9th. Matntfaciure.'^The grainy being ground into 
meal bjr walier or wind-mills, is divided into two 
kinds, the coarse, and fine ; the former for bmling 
mth water into, that strengthening dish called stir- 
about, which is cdmmonly used at br^afcfast* This 
dish is, however, declining^ as manufactures are ea«^ 
creasing, and the people more wealthy ; they are, of 
course, more inclined to iddulge in tea breakfastp 
as is usual with all tradesfolk. In this case the fine 
meal is kneaded, with water into thin caikes of bread, 
baked on the griddle, and eaten with butter* 

Qatmeal is also used at the dinner meal, and in 
often -boiled with meat, or stewed with vegetables, 
which correct the humours stimulated by this strong 
and beating diet. This the people are sensible of, 
and th^if little gardetw are well stocked with vege- 
tables, pai^tQularly beans, cabbage, and sallad. 

ipOTATOE CULTURE. 

1st, Preparation^ — The old lazy-bed way is the 
Usual mpde of jJanting ; tlie dung being spread on 
the surface, the breadth of the intended ridge, the 

seed 
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seed is laid thereon, and a trench dug at either 
side, the clay from which is thrown upon;the seed ; 
the culture is just the same, whether on grass ground 
or stubble, or in high or loW land, but that grass 
land is rich enough to require no manure. Judi. 
cious farmers will plough up their stubble fields for 
potatoe culture before seed time, which will well 
repay the expence. 

It has been observed that, however expensive the 
lazy-bed mode is, yet, in no instance, are crops 
produced of better quality, though they may be ex- 
ceeded in quantity. 

Several farmers now begin to drill in their pota- 
toes, which they adhowledge to be a less expensive 
and more abundant mode. 

The various methods of raising the potatoes from 
^oops, cuttings, and sets, have been severally 
tried with various success, but the old method is in 
most estimation. 

Potatoes are twice covered with the spade, and 
twice when sowed in drills, but the latter mode, in 
this reflect, has the advantage ; the plough with* 
out mould boards passes up the centre of the fur- 
row and loosens the soil, the mould boards are then 
set on, and at both sides the loosened soil is thrown 
up. In the lazy-bed w^ay, it will require twenty 
men to plant an Irish acre, and but three men and 
two horses to sow it in drills, or the value of the 

labour 
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labour of fire men altogether; the saving is ma- 
nifest of fifteen men's labour, and of manure at 
least one half. 

2d.'^Seed — quantity sown. If the lazy-bed way 
is adopted, about 200 stones of fourteen pounds are 
sowed to the Irish acre ; in the' drill husbandry , 
rather less than half that quantity* Xet th^ ad* 
vantages of the drill in the several stages be com- 
pared with the lazy-bed process, and the profit 
in every instance' is in favour of ,the former, full 
two to one, 

3d. — Sort. — The potatoe in . general use here» 
is the early white, the black, and the Cork-red; 
but, though the land is unquestionably good, there 
must be a defect somewhere, either in the seed or 
culture, as the quality is in general inferior and of 
e diminutive size. In Munster, such .pptatpes would 
not be stored for the food qf man ; that superior 
potatoe, the apple, which is so little cultivated here^ 
is there in general use, and, after the early po- 
tatoe is exhausted, excels all other kinds for hold- 
ing good the longest time of any other species, for 
dryness, and for possessing more farina and con- 
siderably more weight than any other kind. Th^ 
English red potatoe is coming, into estimation in this 
country; the produce is superior to that of any other 
kind in poor land, but this potatoe is glutinous, and 

o grows 
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grows very strong and rank after three or four 
months. 

The black pbtatoe is fruitful, and, I think, keeps 
better than any other kind, in general use, in 
this country. 

The apple potatoe requires both good ground, 
and rich manure, but it will well repay all expence. 

Aih.'-^Time of planting. — From March to the 
ktter end of May, in uplands, and from May 
till the middle of June, in moist or boggy soik 
lo this kind of soij, potatoes are often planted to 
change the seed, which, from long sowing in up- 
land, will degienerate, and this effectually answen 
the purpose. 

Stk.^^Digging out. — ^From the latter end of Ok^ 
tober until the beginning of December, those sowed 
m the lazy-bed way are taken out with the spade^ 
the drilled potatoes with the plough; the labour 
of forty men is required for digging out one acre ; 
for the latter, two horses, the ploughman, driver, 
the pickers, and four men, to break and toss the 
clay^ and separate it from the potatoes with their 
spades or forks. The saving in this mode is as 
great as in planting, as six men and tw;o horses 
accomplish the work of forty men. 

• 6/A. Preserving, — This is more commonly by 
heaping them into the cabin, than by placing them 
in pits in the field j it is a very slovenly method 

and 
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tfnd often occupies the room of two looms, always 
cro\rding the house. I cannot learn their reason 
for this practice^ as their ground is so sound and 
dry they could be as well preserved in pits, here, 
as in any other part of Ireland. 

General hints on potatoe culture. 

As potatoes are liable to be nipped by frosts^ 
this can be prevented by covering the ridge with 
turf-mould, for the depth of an inch or tw0| and 
besides it is a good manure to the soil. 

Scooping potatoes will save abouV one third of 
the seed, but they have a less chance of succeeding 
in a dry season than cuttings. 

In planting shoots, let a small portion of the^ 
skin of the potatoe be cut off with the eye, fron) 
which the shoot springs, and the crop will, be con* 
siderably earlier^ 

We are told, that after stripping the young po- 
tatoes from th6 roots of the stalks, early in the trea- 
son, and earthing them up, a second crop, and 
very abundant, has been yielded in the usual time* 

Shoots ought never to be taken from small or 
dwarfish potatoes, but from the largest size, «and 
those which are the grossest are to be preferred, ^$ 
possessing most vigour. 
I o 2 Appl« 
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' Apple potatoes, for a keeping crop, ought t<9 
be planted late, not before the latter end of May ; 
the crop vnll be more luxuriant, and the quality 
superior; the rains of July, which is generally a 
wet month, will serve it very much. 

To early crops the rain is injurious about mid- 
summer, as the potatoe is past the period of bene- 
fiting from moisture, and, if a dry reason precedes 
July, they are stunted with droughts 

Scoops have a better chance in a moist than a 
dry soil; however, they are only to be recommend- 
ed in times of scarcity ; there is no doubt of their 
success in a proper soil. 

Turf-bogs are remarkable fof yielding* excellent 
erops of potatoes, and the soil good for preserving 
them, for which reason a potatoe pit lined with 
ttirf is esteemed preferable to straw ; the surface 
«od, which has the soft grass and herbage well wi- 
thered and dried, is the best for this purpose. 

The earliest crops will b^ produced from shoots, 
and even these are forced by keeping the potatoe 
waxin and dry all the winter ; they may be planted 
in February, if the season is open, and put <Jovvn 
With a setting stick in a soft dry soil, without in- 
juring the shoot, so deep as to leave the top about 
one'inch below the surface, which should be co^ 
Tercd with turf mould to protect it from frdst, as 

it 
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it springs very quickly; great care should b^ 
taken in carrying the shoots to the fi^Jd^ that they 
are not broken, or tfa^y i^ould be. good for no^ 
thing. 

The manure of ashes for potatoiss should be ap« 
plied^ when the ashes are most caustic ; ashes mad« 
the preceding year lose much pf their substance 
and virtue. 

An acre of potatoes, well cultivated, will average, 
at 3d. per stone, a return equal to 25L 

FX.AX CULTURJC. ^ 

1st. Preparation. ^^FlsLK is invariably sown on p#- 
tatoe ground; the tillage lapd being almost entire- 
ly in the hands of small farmers, they are wedded 
to this practice ; they cultivate the plot carefully 
with the spade, but they omit rolling it, which is 
very necessary. Flax ground in this county is ge- 
nerally ploughed twice before Christipas, and once 
before the seed is put in. ' 

2d. *Jl?r/.— The flax-seed used here is of two 
sorts, the American, and Dutch ; the latter is dear- 
er, but the produce considerably greater in a heavy 
cold soil. 

The produce of American seed, in the same* kind 
of the soil, will be a third less, but it thrives better 
in a light soil. ' 
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3d. Seedr'^quantihf sowed.^-^On the areragei 
about thirty gallons of seed to the acre, ivhich will 
cost from two and a half to three guineas. 

4th.. Time of sawing, — Generally about Easter, of 
earlier^ if the season admits of it. 

5th. Weeding. — This is well performed, and very 
carefully attended to. 

6th. Harvest. — As little mr no flax-seed is saved 
here, it is pulled when green, or just before it turns 
colour. It is supposed, by this practice, that the 
flax will make much finer yam 4 Ijut this, I appre- 
hend, is a mistake ; asT the finest Flanders laces are 
made from flax, which previousfy had yielded the 
seed. 

This subject, and the various other processes of 
watering, grassing, heckling, &c., I have minutely 
considered in the Survey of the County of Mo- 
naghan, to which the reader is referred. 

Crops not commonly cultivated to any extent. 

Under this head we may rate those which, in Im- 
proved husbandry, are termed vegetable crops. I shall 
commence with soiling grasses ; that, which is culti- 
vated to a greater extent than any other of this class, 
b REB CLOVER. It IS, faoWcver, to be lamented, that 

we 
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ire see such trifling patches of it; much too small, in 
proportion even to the very limited size o£ the farms ; 
although the supply of milk depends so much on a 
due proportion of this valuable plant. The culture 
of clover is simple ; it will thrive in all but wet soils, 
whether loam, gravel, or clay. The best crops are 
produced from a rich, mellow soil, kept in due tilth, 
which should be carefully picked of stones, and 
ought to be lightly rolled before the seed is sown. 
In sowing the seed, it should be evenly distributed 
on the surface; and a light harrowing will be sufR- 
cient, as it thrives with a very small sprinkling of 
mould over it ; perhaps not more than an inch of 
soil is sufficient, or what will secure it from the birds. 
It should net be so^ed until the spring has set ia 
mild and genial, when it is intended to be left for a 
late crop, and should be carefully weeded. The 
quantity to the English acre, when it is sowed for 
grass, should not be less than twenty pounds ; and 
some contend it cannot be sown too thick, as the 
plants of grasses shelter each other by their close- 
ness, and better retain the dews and moisture s^ 
necessary for their nutriment; besides, the more 
slender the stalk, the fitter it is for cattle, and pre- 
ferred by them to strong coarse stems. Clover re- 
quires shelter when getting up; for, which reason, 
the crop is more vigorous when sowed with grain, 
than by itself. 

WkiU 
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White clffoer is sown but by a few gentry, in Isy* 
ing down demesne land in sheep-walk, and this but 
rarely. The culture of this plant is^ in general, 
similar to that of red clover, but it is nxuch more 
lasting and valuable to ground newly laid down. It 
thrives in a light, tilly, warm soil. Lime, or lime- 
stone-gravel, generally produces this fine herbage 
naturally, as does a burnt surface, in almost all soils; 
and it will flourish as long as the calcareous matter 
holds good. 

Bye J or Ray-grass^ is not at sdl cultivated here. 
When the gentry appropriate more of their demesne 
ground to sheep-walk, they will find the want, of it, 
and become better acquainted with this valuable 
grass. It is particularly nutritious for ewes and 
lambs, coming in nearly a month earlier in the 
spring than other grasses. . 

Bye-grass, sown with red clover, makes a fine 
green soiling early in the season, and may a second 
time be cut, and yield a crop of hay, if the seed has 
not previously been forward in the head. 

Rye-grass gives the earliest meadowing, and the 
hay is veiry strong, and preferable for horses. The 
seed of this plant, when threshed from the hay, will 
produce to the value of 3/. sterling per acre. 

The other grasses, not cultivated here, are sain- 
foin, lucerne, timothy-grass, bur net, which are so 
valuable for soiling, and rank as vegetable crops. 

There 
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There are but slight grounds to expect, that these 
grasses will be cultivated in this county, which are j'.et 
so rarely seen in any of the best improved farming 
parts of Ireland. I shall, therefore, leave the modes 
of their culture to some more experienced author* 

Having spoken of grasses of this class, I shall pro- 
ceed to pther .crops under the same denominatiqu^ 
and used as green food, which are but rarely culti- 
Tated here ; but it is hoped, that the gentry will soon 
avail themselves of their great value, and become 
sensible of their importance, both to cattle, and also 
to the improvement of the soil. These are tur- 
nips, rape, cabbages, and vetches, or tares. 

I shall commence with * 

TURNIPS. 

1st. Pveparation.^Y^Vf soils, when judiciously tilled, 
but will produce this valuable plant. It is said to thrive 
best in a gravelly soil. I have seen the finest crops on 
cut-out bog, which had been levelled, drained, burnt, 
and graveled with a rich loamy limestone. To 
produce this pl9.nt to perfection,: the ground must be 
brought to a yery fine tilth by successive harrow- 
ings, and exposed to son^e months faUow in the 
winter, as the frost h^ the best effect in meliorating 
and pulverizing the soil, The longer it can be left 
in this state, previously to seed-sowing, the better, 

except 
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except weeds sprout, which should be well harrowed 
up and burned. Tix^ scuffler should now be used, 
to incorporate, or mix with the soil, the manure of 
lime or ashes, as may be judged expedient ; no im- 
plement can more efiectually. answer this purpose. 

But tulnips may also be successfully raised, with- 
out leaving the ground idle in fallow. Here we are 
to presume it is in previous good tilth, having been 
under the culture of tares or vetches in the winter, 
which when cleared off, the ground should be well 
ploughed, cross*ploughed, and harrowed, and the 
weeds gathered with the scutch<>rake, heaped toge- 
ther, burned, and the ashes mixed into the surface 
with the scuffle, on which the seed may be sown 
broadcast, or with the drilling machine, which is the 
better mode. By these means two green crops^ are 
raised, on the same plot, in one year; and both of 
these very enriching, and meliorating to the soil, 
for any culture. 

2d, Sort. — The Swedish turnip, the purple, and 
the white oval turnip, are all excellent yielders. 
The purple is most certain, as lying deeper in the 
soil, and less iiable to be injured by frost; but the 
green turnip grows to the largest size. 

3d. Seed — quantity sown. — ^In broad-cast, they 
seldom sow less than three pounds to the acre ; but 
half that quantity wUl giy^ a better crop, with drill 
husbandry^ 

4du 



OF THE COUNTY OF ARWAGH. 103 

4th. Tinie of ^wi7ig*.«^This is generally deter* 
mined bj the time the farmer calculates he will have 
occasion for' this root for his cattle. Early sowings 
are in the month of June, and are not calculated to 
last longer than the winter months, as early turnips 
are too apt to run to seed; but seed, sown in a month 
or five weeks after, will be preserved good consider^ 
ably longer, though the crops will not generally be 
so productive. The purple turnip should be the 
latest crop. A slight rolling will be necessary after 
the seed is sown. 

5tb. Culture whilst growings — A careful attention 
to hoeing is particularly necessary, as the fresh earth 
about the roots gives a great supply of nourishment, 
and^ they swell very much after this operation. If 
the seed has been drilled in, they are easily hoed 
with the band or horse hoe, at quarter the expence 
and trouble in broad-cast sowing. When the turnips 
are too thick and close, which is seen at the first 
hoeing, or just when they put out four or five leaves, 
the hoer draws the superficial plants, which are 
thrown in the drill alley, along with the weeds, or 
in the furrow in broad-cast husbandry. Children 
can be taught to hoe with as much expedition as 
men, and at an evident saving; but, where tha 
horse-hoe can be introduced, it will be by far 
cheaper than any other mode. 

€th. 
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6th. Preserving, — ^Turnips may be preserved in 
pits, like as potatoes, having been previously ex* 
posed to the weather a few days after taking out of 
the ground y and the pit well lined with straw, which 
mode I have seen effectually answer ; or they may 
be preserved in a close house, with straw, after the 
following manner. A bed of straw being laid on the 
centre of the floor, which is free from damp, a layer 
of turnips may be spread thereon, and alternately a 
layer of straw; the turnips should be placed in 
layers, of about eighteen inches or two feet thick, 
with so much of the straw projecting from the tur- 
nips, as will be sufficient to fold over, confine, and 
secure them from bulging out; this to be continued 
in every layer, always reducing its area, so that the 
last one will end in a conical shape, or come to a 
point. This mode is generally adopted in England, 
and has been recommended in tlie Bath Agricultural 
Papers. The heap may be made of any size, which 
the walls of the house will admit, leaving a free 
passage around the heap between it and the walls. 

7th. Produce and uses. — The produce of an acre 
of turnips is rated from forty to fifty tons weight, 
after gopd culture; medium value four to five 
guineas. 

Their uses in feeding sheep and black cattle are 
so well known, as to require no description; the 
ordure of these anknals, after this feeding, is much 

more 
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ikiore valuable tis a manure : indeed the very culture 
of the crop imparts a high degree of vigour 'to 
the soil, and is an excellent and profitable substi* 
tute for fallow. 

RAPE. 

This plant may be cultivated for two purposes, 
as green food for cattle, or for the seed, from which 
oil is extracted for various branches of manufacture 
and for lamp light. 

As green food, it is wholesbme, and very greedily 
eaten by cattle ; it is seldom used until the tutnips 
ere consumed, and thus a constant succession of 
green food is kept up. For this purpose, trans- 
planted rape will produce the best crop, which 
must be raised in the seed-bed, brought to a very 
fine tilth, and well manured. ' The ground, into 
which it shoiUd be transplanted, should be ploughed 
in drills, and rich dung laid in the furrows, which 
are then to be closed up with the plough, thus 
changing the ridge into the furrows. The plants 
are sometimes laid in the dilpg, befbre the furrow 
is closed, and fixed upright by a person following 
the plough ; or they are set with a planting stick, 
as cabbages are planted in gardens. A due atten- 
tion must be had to earth up the transplanted rape 
irith the horseshoe, or by passing a plough up the 

furrows. 
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iiirrows, and then settiog on a double moulct-board, 
and earthing up at both sides in the one journey .— 
This crop also enriches the soil, prepares it for 
any culture, and answers all the purposes of a 
fallow. The leaves are in spring in their full vi- 
gour, and should be stripped off fhe stalk, and 
carted home to the cattle. The new spring of de- 
licate sprouts, which will afterwards shoot out, may 
be used by turning in sheep, previously to plougb- 
ifag up the stalks. I have seen fifteen shillings per 
acre given for the run of a rape field in this state, 
after having yielded its winter supply : a numerous 
flock of sheep, I think six score, were t^arned in, 
and fully subsisted on about six acres of ground 
for four weeks, and in that short time were brought 
more quickly into condition than could possibly be 
expected. 

Rape culture for the seed may be broadcast, 
or in drills, but the latter husbandry is superior; 
in this, as I believe in every other instance, a great 
attention should be paid to the time of its ripening, 
as it soon sheds ; the whole field generally ripens m 
one day, and should be then cut, for which xeason, 
in the comitries where they cultivate thii plant, a 
sufficient number of hands is procured to cut it 
all in one day; this is voluntarily and without price 
contributed to by all the neighbouring fanners and 
labourers, who generally thresh the grain on the 

stubbles, 
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Rubbles, with sheets spread underneath^ the xnoment 
it is cut, as it would not bear the carriage home 
to the haggard, but would shed on the way. Thia 
is sdways a feasting day at the expence of the 
proprietor, but no wages a^e paid. 

Soap-boilers purchase the ashes of the straw, for 
which they pay generally at the rate of two shillings 
and six pence, or three shillings, for every barrel 
of seed which the crop has yielded, seventeen stones, 
of fourteen pounds each, making a barrel. 

This crop thrives well in a wet season in upland 
newly broken, after a crop of potatoes, and is ex* 
tremely luxuriant in boggy soils, in a dry season^ 
which have been well drained. 

Kape seed for oil has hitherto, of late years, kept 
up a good price, average one guinea and a half per 
barrel. The crop is precarious according to the sea- 
son, but the average may be ten pounds per acre ; 
some acres frequently yield three times that sum. 

By erecting a rape-mill for the manufacture of 
the oil, and by introducing the mode of culture, 
and the consequent profit of the crop, there would 
be some encouragement to engage in this culture ; the 
waqt of a market for the seed is the only objection, 
that can ever be raised against it : yet many farmers 
in Munster will send it thirty or forty miles to 
^ maikiBt, and no crop will pay so well. 

No 
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No manufacture require less expence, when th^ 
iniU-work is complete ; the rape-cake will pay all 
cost, and leave a valuable surplus, independent of 
the value of the oil ; one barrel of seed will, on an 
average, yield eleven gallons of oil ; the average 
price is about five shillings per gallon, Avhen the 
cost of the seed is one guinea and a half per barrel, 
which is an enormous profit, as the rape-cake 
more than pays the expence of manufacture, 
it being rated at about four shillings per hun- 
dred weight, cither for the purpose of manure 
or feeding cattle. Notwithstanding the encreasing 
culture of this plant for oil, and the many oil-mills, 
which of late years have been erected in the south of 
Ireland particularly, still the price holds up, and 
rather gradually encreases. 

The machinery of an oil-mill is very ingenious, 
and rather expensive ; a complete mill will not he 
fitted up for less than lOOOl. exclusive of storage; 
only one man and a boy are required in the ma- 
nufacture, but there must be a helper or two, to 
turn the raw seed on the lofts according to the 
quantity of stock. This seed must be most care- 
fully and frequently turned, when it is new, and, in 
that state, it will often heat in the carriage of a 
few hours journey in the sacks. It should never be 
left in the sacks, but, if it shews any indication of 
heating, should be constantly turned; four, five, 

or 
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or six times a day will often be necessary , as heat* 
ing will lessen ils value by several shillings in the 
barrel; after a month or two, it will not require 
turning above once in every three or four weeks. 

'CABBAGES;. 

The culture of this plant, for food for cattle, may 
be MiccessfuUy practised, under the direction for 
rape culture. 

If the seed is sowed with the drill machine, the 
4mperabundant plants may be drawn with the weeds; 
but transplanted cabbages, on ground well manure^ 
with dung, always ensure good crops. Quantity of 
seed sown, froni sixteen to twenty pounds the statute 
acre. ' "When cabbage-plants are reared for the sup- 
ply of gardens, anc^ doldin the markets, the profit i& 
oftenting^es from 302. to 100/. value per acre. 

CARROTS AND PARSNIPS, ' 

. Are excellent food for cattle. To bring these 
crops to perfection^ the ground sl^ould be ploughed, 
and dug very deep ; having naturally a loo^e open 
soil, reduced to a fine tilth, and well deared of stones. 
.. I have seen fine crops of carrots, whioh had been 
.driUed iq, produce fwi^two hundred to iix hundred 
bushels per statute acre; medium, four iDiudred. 

r In 
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In a few days hogs will fatten on carrots, and the 
fyt becomes firm and transparent. They are also ex« 
cellent food for horses, and very grateful to that 
animal. 

POTATOES, 

As intended for feeding cattle, are also a profit- 
able crop. Their culture has been already spoked 
of. But we shall conclude the subject pf green food 
for cattle with some reKnarki) on the crops of tares 
and vetches, of no less importance than any of the 
preceding. 

TARES AND VETCHES. 

•* The great value of this'^rop is, providing food for 
a large stock of cattle in the hands of a farmer, who 
is principally engaged in tillage ; thus ensuring an 
ample supply of manure f(»: his crops. Indeed this 
is the great superiority, which green crops in general 
iiave, and in preparing the ground for corn crops 
without fallowing; which none of them so fully an^ 
swers every purpose of, as do tares or vetches. 
They soeflectually enrich the soil, that they are said 
to leave the fi^ld, in which they have been sown, a 
yank dunghill, llie process of dieir culture is as 
follows^ 

• 1st. Preparation^ 
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1st. Preparation, — Plough the field in high ridges, 
rounded at top, and rather convexed, so as the 
moisture may easily flow ofl^; on which sow the seed, 
which may be covered with the harrow, or lightly 
with the shovel, as barley is trenched. Farmers 
generally choose their poorest soils for this culture, 
which it is sure to enrich ; and the field must be 
very poor indeed, if they give it a previous manur- 
k)g. Vetches may be sown with great success with 
the drilling machine. 

2d. Sort. — The scwrt most generally in use is the 
winter vetch ; the other is the spring vetch. There 
is, however, a great variety of this species, but those 
two sorts only are sown. The former kind defies 
the severity of the season, which the latter is liable 
to be' greatly injured by, and should be steeped be- 
fore sowing, if the weather is very dry, which will 
very much forward its vegetation. ' 

3d. & 4th. Seed (quantity soxvnjy and Time of 
solving. — About twelve stone per statute acre, when 
the crop is intended for soiling early in the spring ; 
but the quantity varies according to the time of sow- 
ing, or rather the time when it it intended for use. 
Winter vetches, which are used as soil, should, if 
sown in August or September, have eight stone to the 
. statute acre, but be considerably decreased in quan- 
tity as the sowing is deferred, and should be all piit 
in the ground against the latter end of October. 

P 2 Rich 
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Rich soils will not require as much seed as poor 
land ; nor will a crop, sown for seed, require by two 
or three stone so much, as that intended for soiling. 
I have seen, at the Right Hon. John Foster's, at 
CoUon, a parcel of ground laid out for a regular 
succession, which was cultivated in a very superior 
style. Judicious farmers should sow it at several 
periods, to ensure this succession. Spring vetches 
are sown for hay in February and March. 

5 th. Culture. — Weeding should be carefully 
attended to, and fully drawn up, so as to leave no- 
thing to interrupt the scythe. For this purpose, 
large stones should be picked off the ground, before 
the cvop rises. 

6th. Harvesting. — The winter vetch comes in 
two or three weeks earlier than the spring vetch. 
They are fit for use, as soil, when the blossom ap- 
pears ; but, if intended for hay, they should not be 
cut until the pod is formed, and just before the blos- 
som drops. 

The scythe should be shorter than usual for cut- 
ting themy and it will be found much more conve- 
nient than the long meadow scythe. The time of 
cutting ought to be particularly attended to, as, if 
they are let to grow too strong, and the stalks too 
large, cattle will refuse them. Perhaps the best 
mode is to use every crop for both the purposes ot 
soiling and of hay \ giving the crop, whilst in blo^ 

som, 
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fom^ to the cattle, and to make what remains, after 
die pod is formed, into hajr. By this mode none 
will be wasted. Vetches, however, require good 
weather, when mowed, to insure their making good 
hay ; for, if they are made up in wet weather, they 
are liable to rot. When cut, and. well dried, they 
are made up into sheaves, like corn, and should be 
drawn home before they receive wet, which occa- 
sions their shedding the seed. Wet will have this 
jame effect on them ^t 4II times ^fter cutting, for 
which reason they should be carefully covered, or 
kept in an office for that purpose. 

7th. Prodtfice. — ^The weight of hay from an English 
acre uiay \)e firom two and a half to three tons, on poor 
land ; the value is no ways inferior to that of the bes( 
ipeadow hay, on rich soils, and the produce is n^or^ 
than trebled. The seed of an acre, when threshed 
from the straw, will generally yield ten barrels; 
average value, from thirty ^o forty sl^illings per 
barrel. 

8th. Appropriation. — Horses greedily eat vetches, 
either a^ soil, or hay ; in the latter stage it is far 
preferable, and better food for this animal. Blacl^ 
cs^ttle and sheep greatly delight in this soil, and fat- 
tea very rapidly. Stock should be housed on 
this,>nd, indeed, on all vegetable crops, which coi^- 
siderably encreases and enriches their dung. Some 
farmers feed their stock on the land ; this should 

nev^r 
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never be done but in folds^ as.soipuch is destroyed 
by tramping. The seed, virhen saved, should be for 
a length of time exposed to the sun and air, and fre- 
quently turned, before it should be stored. The 
strong vetch, whiehi)lack cattle will refuse, should 
be picked out of their soiling, and given to horse». 

PEAS. 

' This crop thrives in a light gravelly soil, is sel- 
dom used as green food, but, when ripe, is threshed, 
and the straw made into dung, or burned for ma- 
nure. Two kinds of this pulse are in use, the white, 
and the grey; the former for culinary purposes, 
when 'split; the latter is kiln-dried, and ground up 
tbt ineal, which is a very insipid and unwholesome 
food, except when mixed with equal parts of wheat- 
meal, which renders it more nutritious, and less 
heating. It is frequently given, in the straw and 
pod, to horses for food, and admirably agrees with 
them. 

Pigeons delight in this food ; and they, who rear 
those birds for market, well know its value. The 
price of peas is generally from twenty to thirty shil- 
lings per barrel, of twenty stone. Medium produce, 
seven barrels per acre. 

BEANS, 
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fiEANS^ 

May be sown either after a corn or a green crop. 
They are most perfectly sown in drills^ as being 
more easily hoed by the hand or horse hoe* When 
split, and given to horses, they become the yery best 
and most strengthening food. They are cultivated 
in this county in small patches only, and* all for the 
food of man, and are generally boiled, and medied 
with oatmeal, milk, buttet, and pepper. This dish 
is provincially called sitdk, is wholesome, and very 
palatable. 

Beans thrive in a deep, moist soil. They should 
be drilled or sowed in ftirrows, to admit a free cir- 
culation of air, as they continue a long time grow- 
ing; this is extremely necessary, as, otherwise, much 
of the crop is smothered and rotted, and the pods 
but poorly filled. 

Early in the year, after the heavy frosts, the 

ground for beans, which has been previously 

ploughed, and left uiider fallow, should be harrowed 

finely, and the seed sown. If not drilled in, they 

should be trenched, the mould beaten with the back 

of the shovel, until reduced to a fine tilth, and the 

seed covered pretty deep, to six or seven inches. 

They should be sown in dry weather, and the plants 

either hand or bors& hoed« 

Beans 
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Beans are preserved in the pods^ by tying the 
stalks in the fork of a tree, and thatching them ovisr 
with straw, when only saved for seed in the garden ; 
but, when in large quantities, they are stacked in the 
pods in the haggard, and thatched carefully. . 

HEMF. 
i * " • . •. . ' 

Of tlie culture of this most usefiil plant we have 
r«ry little knowledge, though, in many respects, it 
IS nearly similar to flax. For a very minute account 
of its ' cultpre, mknt^ement, and uses, the reader is 
referred to the Statistical Survey of the County <rf 
Cavati by the author. . 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



PASTuigs. 



Sect* 1. Nature of it 

THE pasturage of this county is naturally sweet 
and wholesome. The limestone furnishes much 
earlier grass than the clay soils ; however, in sum^ 
xner, these latter soils yield grasses more abundantly, 
and better resist a burning sun, and they are mora 
productive for the pail ; but there is very little sys- 
tematic arrangement for grass. The numerous small 
farmers never la)' down their grounds with grass- 
seeds; stubbles supply their winter pasture; and 
small patches of clover, with the casual herbage of 
the ditches and road side, afford a scanty subsistence 
in summer, together with potatoe-tops, and the 
gleanings of their little gardens. 

When the fsurmer holds land on the banks of 
rivers, or in low moist situations, it is mostly em- 
ployed 
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ployed for dairy purposes. In the valleys, which are 
numerous, in consequence of the great undulation of 
the surface^ rich grasses are natural to the soil ; 
these spots are chosen for meadow land. A little 
meadow land is considered a great prize, and, where 
it can be afforded on the small farm, it is to the 
great prejudice of the cow in the summer season. 

Very fine natural grasses spring on the edges of 
turf-bog, particularly on that part which has been 
burned to raise a supply of manure. But, although 
this great benefit is pointed out by nature,* yet few- 
take advantage of it, when so little labour would, in 
such districts, afford a great profit, and an ample 
growth of grass. In the hands of spirited and e^^pe- 
Tienced reclaimers of turf-bog, this kind of land 
soon becomes the most valuable meadow ; and they 
depend on it for their supply of hay, with more cer- 
tainty than in upland meadows. 

In the mountainous parts, the pasturage is short 
and prolific, but not fattening ; although grown cat- 
tle will not improve, they, howevef^ do not decline 
on it; it rather furnishes a good belly-full, than it 
imparts much nutriment, except to young cattle^ 
which thrive m'cU «m it. 

The proportion of grass lands to tillage, in the 
populous places, and best soils, is rather less than as 
.one to five ; but in the mountaiaous districts the re- 
verse is under the proportion. Young cattle chiefly 

occupy 
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occupy the grass of the latter district, and milch 
cows the meadow of the former. There is so small a 
share of the lands (excepting in demesnes) appropri- 
ated to feeding heavy stock, that it cannot be taken 
into account ; and as to sheep-walk, that is entirely 
confined to the parks of the gentry ; so that there 
is no regular trade in the county of fattening black 
cattle or sheep for market. 

But what good pasturage can there be expected to 
be produced in a country, where every field of grass, 
in the tillage district, is that, which is no longer ca- 
pable of producing corn, and let out wild, without 
culture, grass seeds, or any kind of manure? Yet 
such is too often the abuse of this excellent soil. 

In the many places I have seen in this county, the 
soil, if judiciously cultivated, -would be equal to sus- 
tain twice the quantity of stock, which now barely 
have an existence in it. 

In five-acre farms, they endeavour to proportion 
grass to tillage^ as one and a half to five; of this 
two-thirds are pasturage, and the reinaining third is 
meadow. 

The prices of grazing, in the mountainous dis- 
tricts, are very low. This extensive range is gene- 
rally set, without a previous admeasurement, at a 
i;mall bulk rent. The boundaries of estates are not 
well defined here, nor is there much trouble taken to 
have them ascertained. 

Sect. 
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Sect. 5. Breed of cattle— how far improved f^ 

In the black cattle^ the defects, and also the 
beauties, of the native breed are occasionalljr seen. 
Hitherto there have been but small pains taken to 
improve them ; very few of the gentry have yet en- 
tered with spirit into this desirable pursuit. Amongst 
the foremost of these few is Mr. Brownlow, of Lur- 
gan. But in the twelfth and thirteenth chapters this 
subject will again be qecessarilv considered. 



Sect, 3. How far capable of further improveinentf 

Perhaps, as milch cattle, they require no im- 
provejment, having already a decided superiority in 
this respect ; all they want is a sufficiency of pas- 
turage. , The sam^ reason may, perhaps, truly apply' 
why the br^ed is here rs^ther small, and insufficient 
in bone, for the purposes of draught; and, indeed, 
is proved in those sent from hence to Fermanagh 
county, where, as the grass is rich and much more 
abundant, they soon grow to a large size. In gene- 
ral they are fine in the neck aad horn, but they re- 
quite 
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quire a good deal of food to keep them in condition. 
This has been remarked by some gentlemen, who 
have had this stock on the best pastures. 



Sect. 4. Markets or Fairs for them. 

In the second section of the tenth chapter, the 
market- towns will be particularly noticed, in the 
table of towns and villages. Generally at fairs, the 
traffic for the interior of the country consists in sell- 
ing out strippers, and buying in springers, or newly 
calved cows; and theieis much dealing in horses of 
every description. 

Young horses and b^ck cattle are purchased for 
the mountainous districts ; and much of this stock, 
brought to fairs, have been reared on these lands, 
and sold by one farmer to another. Fermanagh 
graziers are ready purchaser* for cattle fit for feed- 
ing. Stock to a considerable amount is purchased 
by jobbers, who drive them from fair to fair, or pur« 
chase them for exportation to Scotland, making out 
a very lucrative trade. Indeed to the dealing at 
fairs, amongst jobbers, we may very mu^h attribute 
the great rise on cattle of late years. The sale of 
pigs is very great, 1)oth dive and slaughtered, for 
exportation ; but that of sheep is inconsiderable. 

Alphabetical 
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Alphabetical List of the Fairs of this County. 

T^ Actoo, (May 4), (Dec, 12). Custom free. 
z- Armagh, (March 28), (May 20), (July lo), (Aug. 12), 
(Oct. 4), (Nov. 1). 

3. Baleek, (Feb. 3), (May 3), (Aug. 3), (Nor. 4). 

4. Ballybought, (March 22), (June 2i)» (Sept. 2o}» 

(Nov. 22). 

5. Ballyncglcra, (Jan. 5), (June 8), (Aug. 12), (Oct. 3,) 

(Nov. 8), Dec. 11). 

6. Charlemont, (May 12), (Aug. 16), (Nov. 12). 

7. Clare, (May ii), 

8. Clough, (May 3), (Dec. 6). 

9. Coollaville, (April 26, two days), (Oct. 26, two days}# 
10, Cross, (May 3c), (Aug. 5), (Sept. 5), (Dec. 27)- 

ir. Fork-hill, (May 2), (Aug. i), (Sept. 29), (Dec. 8). 

12. Hamilton's Bawn, (May 26), (Nov. 26). 

13. Johnston Vbridge, (May ^5), (July 25), (Sept. 25), 

(Nov. 25). 

14. Jonesborougfa, (Jane 4), (Aug: 15), (Oct. 21), (II>ec. 2 1)* 

15. Keady, (Jan. 17), (Feb. 13), (March 17), (April 4), 

(June 4), (July 5), (Aug. 15), (Oct. 14), (Nov. 17). 

1 6. Killyleagh, (the last Friday in each month). 

17. Legacurry, (Feb. 9), (July 26), (Oct. 15). 

18. Loughgall, (Jan. i), (May 5), (July i), (Sept. 5)1 

(Dec. 30)- 

19. Lurgan, (Aug. 5, two days), (Nov^ %%% two days}* 

20. Maghery, (April 30), (June 24), (Oct. 31.) 

21. Market-hiD, (May 5), (June 22), (Oct. 26). 

22. Middleton, (Feb. 5), (May 4), (Aug. 8), (Sept. 12)1 

(Nov. 4), (Dec. 28). 

23.,Newtown« 
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.23. NewtowQ-HamlltoD, (May 7)^ (Nov. 7). 

24« PoydtzVpass, (JaD*4)» (Feb. i), (Maroh i), (April 5% 

(May 3), (June 7), (July 9), (Aug. 2), (Sept. 4), 

(Oct. 4), (Nov. l), (Dec. 6). 
25* Portadowo, (March 28}, (April 14), (May 16)^ (June 

2), (Nor. 13). 

26. Portnorris, (Feb. 12), (May 14), (July 16), (Oct. 10). 

27. Surgowney, (Jan. 12), (May 14). 

28. Tanderagee, (July 5), (Nov. 5). 
'ig. Tullyvallen, (May 6), (f^ov. 6). 

|o. Tuscan's-pass, (March 28), (April 26), (Nov. 8), 



Sect. 5. • General Prices. 

Milch caws, bought in from eight to twelve 
guineas; medium price, 10/. 

Dry cows, sold out at from five to eight guineas ; 
medium price, 61. 

Dry cows kept up for spring sale from November ; 
condition generally bad. 

Sheep, on an average, 10^. per he^d for the sea- 
son's grass, besides the fleece. 

Fat cattle, generally fed out of the county, or itn 
demesnes; price, SL to 14/.; medium, ten guineas. 

Two-year-old oxen, from six to nine guineas. 
Ewes, in poor order, from seven to twelve shillings 
each. 

' y<)ung 
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Young pigs, which lately sold at one guinea each, 
are now so lagtr as half a guinea. 

Slips for fattening, from twenty-fire to forty shil- 
lings. 

Fat pigs, ad valorem, at about 4rf. per pound, alive. 
The average weight of fat pigs, about three hun- 
dred and a half to four hundred weight. Milch 
cows, bought in for ten guineas, will sell out dry at 
from five to six guineas in spring, and, on good 
keeping, will be fat against Christmas, and be sdd 
to a profit of from three to five guineas. t)ry cows 
seldom exceed four hundred weight. 

Working horses sell in spring ^oy from 5L to 10^. ; 
medium iL Winter provender is so scarce, that this 
stock sells out at full one-half loss. They prefer 
smart, well-turned, light cattle, which answer for 
their spring work, after which they make them up 
for fairs in distant counties, to be sold for the 
saddle. 

The fairs of Palmerstown and Donnybrook, in 
the county of Dublin, are always well frequented by 
Armagh dealers,-^ 



Sect. 6. Modes of feeding — how far homed in 
winter. 

I HAVE already observed, that feeding is praci 
tised only in deoiesnes, and always on grass only. 

Stall- 
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StalUfeediDg is seldom engaged in but for Home 
consumption; the food hay only. Milch cows aire 
housed only from December till May. 



Sects. 7, & 8. Natural grasses — Artificial grasses. 

The natural grasses of this county have been par- 
ticularly noticed in the sixth Action of the first 
chapter ; and in the first section of this chapter the 
nature of the pasture has been considered. " 

The culture of artificial grasses, which have been 
recommended, is treated of in the last section of 
the preceding chapter, under the head of Crops not 
commonly cultivated to any extent. 

In converting grass-land to tillage, they take tlie 
first crop potatoes, but they manure with lime on 
the surface, sometimes three years before the sod is 
broken, and this they conceive superior to liming 
the broken ground; they contend, that the grass 
crops in the interim are greatly superior,' and that 
the ground virtually possesses all the good effects, 
as when lime is incorporated by tillage into the soil. 
The second crop is generally potatoes, and also the 
third. Flax occupies a small proportion of the po- 
tatoe plot, and barley the remainder, if the soil is 
dry, and of a fine tilth ; if otherwise, tbey sow it 
« with 
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with oalti. Of thb last grain tibey take three sue- 
^'Cesaivc crops. They never lay down, except in de- 
tnesnes^ with grass-seeds and white -clover. 



Sect, 9. Mode of Hmf-making, 

., Meadows are begun to be cut about the latter 

, end of Jun^9 and mowing generally holds foe two 

Kionths or more, 09 the .grass ripens, or the weather 

permits* The hay crops ape lighter than in more 

$0uthern districts.; the quality Js sweet and p4iole- 

Mme, butlhe hay is deprived of some of its juices by 

. top great esposw:^ to the weather. Hay on limestone 

sofls will not reqpire so nm^ch drying. After cut- 

, ting^ they make small.grass-cocks, which they leave 

^ 50 for onedi^y in good weather,-; next, they -male 

^ these into top-cocks, and in this state they leave the 

hgy frequently for a week, which is very wrong. 

. The tramp^ocks which they now make ane very 

, »naU, not containing more than from seven to tea 

hundred weight, -and are left in tlie fields until the 

harvest is got up. In .proportion to the number of 

these tpamp-cocks, the quantity of hay is destroyed 

wl^icb con^joses their bottoms and tops j besides, the 

, ground on which they stand is scalded, and, without 

, manure, will not yield gra3s the next yeair. Add to 

these 
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these losses the cutting up of the fine aftergrass 
with the cars and horses, whjen they draw home the 
hay, at the time of its best vigour, and this mode 
must be condemned in the eyes of every thinking 
person. This has been admitted ; but they airglie^ 
that their climate will not^Iow them to draw bofne 
the hay, without having been long kept in Ihe 
field. If so, these tramp-cocks should be made^^qn^ 
venient to the gate, and thusfthe entire grass of fhe 
field would be saveA from destruction. But, surely, 
these cocks might as well be made at first in an airy 
haggard, and would 'be convenient at any time to 
be made together into^a rick. 

The annexed plan repre9ents r machine peculiarly 
well adapted to hoist h^y or com to the rick« ii> a 
car-load at each draught. 



Q 2 The 



liS 
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The proportions are asfolloxv : 



The main pole from the ground to the collar 
twenty kQt. The top pole from the collar to the 
arm eight feet. The length of the arm from the pole 

to 
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to. the pulley and block fourteen feet. The length 
of the short part of the arm eight feet. 

Thomas James Rawson, Esq. of Cardington, near 
Athy, in^be coupty of Kild^re, is the inventort 



Sect. 10. Dairies — their prodttce^ 

Although there are no farmers exclusively in 
this branch of husban3ry, yet, in the aggregate, a 
considerable quantity of butter is sold in Armagh 
and Newry markets for exportation. The small fir- 
kins, in which this article comes to market, prove 
thQ very slender stock of milch cows with each pro- 
prietor. It must not be pnderstood, that the nu- 
merous small firkins, which are purchased in Newry, 
are all the produce of this county ; perhaps not a 
fifth or sixth part will be found to be so. The 
counties of Cavan, Monaghan, Down, apd Tyrone, 
send a great supply, any of them much more than 
Armagh ; and I can shew two reason3 for the Asser- 
tion. Those counties are more extensive, end the 
people are more wealthy, and, of .coul:se, live bet^^ 
ter, and can afford to qonsum^ their butter in their 
own houses. Scarcely any farmer is without a cow^ 
#maiay have two or tljree, but their pastures are al-» 
ways overstocked. . It is generally the wealthiest 

figirmer 
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fatmer wlio sends ttidft butter to market ; petbapg^ 
he keeps the seeond cow entirely for profit. Some 
Belfast buyers employ commissioners at the prin- 
cipal towns to buy butter, which is sent thither by 
the Newry canal. One hundred weight of butter per 
cow is considered the usual yielding, but perhaps not 
above half of this quantity goes to market. The 
proportion of milch cows to the size of the farm is, 
for every small farm, under five acres, one cow ; if 
exceeding five acres, and not exceeding ten, per- 
haps two, seldom more. There are no extensive 
dairy farms in the county^ 



Sect, 11, Prices of Hides ^ Tallow ^ Wool, and 
guanttty sold. 

I 
There is ho great trade in any of these articles. 

Whea we shall speak of the trade of the several 

towns in thc; county, what usually occurs under this 

head will be mentioned. The average, prices through 

the county the last year were ; 

Gteeh hides, according to weight, 

fbom - * 35^. to 43s. 6rf. per cwt. 

Cidf-siiiis, ad Valorem, from 2s. ed: to 6s. ed. per skin, 
'fMW, - - - 60^. percwt. 

Wbbl', •* - 18y; per stone of 1^ lbs. 

This 
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This last article is retailed in small^parcels, at an 
advance of two-penee or tbree-pence per pound, and 
is usually sold at fairs; it is principally manufac- 
tured into coarse druggets and blankets. Very little 
of the wool, 'which this, qouaty affords, is exposed to 
sale ; the very slender stock in the haods of an indi- 
vidual is reserved for horae pses. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. IX. 



FARMS. 



Sect. 1. Their size. 

THIS particular has been often spoken of; but for 
sake of regularity, in reply to the query, I shall re- 
peat that the average size of farms may be five acres ; 
the rent of the best cultivated districts three half 
guineas per acre, and from thence down to fourteen 
shillings. The medium rent of the poorest grounds, 
or mountainous district, five shillings per acre. 



Sect. 2. Farm Houses and Offices. 

There is so material a difference in this respect, 
between the centre and the boundaries of the county, 
that no average report can be strictly given. In the 

former 
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former the houses are remarkably comfortable^, sur«7 
rounded with orefaards and neat enclosures ; in tl^e 
latter the reverse is the case, though stiH improving, i 
Very little actual poverty, or few miserable huts, to 
be seen at all. The offices are not many, nor are 
they to be spoken of with any degree of credit. A: 
stand for corn-stacks is rarely seen out of a gentle*; 
man's farm-yard. 



Sect. 3. Mode of repairing them. 

The tenant always repairs at his own cost. If he 
is really improving and industrious, he seldom fails 
of assistance, from his landlord, of timber and other 
indulgences! 



Sects. 4, 5, 6. Nature of Tenures; General stoic 
of Leases ; ofpartiadar Clauses therein. 

General information on this subject is given in 
the second section of the second chapter. , ' 

The working weavers, who form the great bulk of 
the people, generally hold at will from the manufac- 
turer or employer, or farmer, if we may so call him, 
i& being a landholder. A Very scanty garden, cot* 

tage. 
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t^^ tnrf bog'y and grass fior a cow aare fbrtmboi 
InOf for ivbieh he pajxs about fire pounds or gnr* 
neas per annum. He is^ by his agreeaaenl, to* worfi; 
in the field or at the loom at die option oi Ms eni« 
ployer ; if the former, the averse wages is one 
sMJlingper day; the latter business is generally by 
task work. 

Perpetuities ate only in the hands of wealdigr ii^ 
dividuals, and those are but few. The general 
term of leases twenty-one years, and a life, but 
they are seldom clogged with restrietive or parti- 
cular clauses. 



Sect* 7. Taxes or Cesses paid hy Tenants. 

County cess and parish taxes only. The great 
subdivisions of farms often occasion much wrangling 
about the several proportions; in this case, the 
weakest too often pays the greater share. The coun* 
ty cess is more chearfuUy furnished, as the benefits 
are individually felt, labour on the public roads be^ 
ing well paid for^ 



SECTi, 
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Sect. 8. Proportion of working horses, or buUoeks, 
to (he size of farms. 

There is not a horse on erery farm ia tbe county 
for tbe work of that ferm ; a piough of cattle k 
ipade up by neighbouring farmers, who accooxodai;^ 
each other in turn^ and there are no working bul«* 
locks at all. But, if the query should be, whether 
the number of farms or of horses be greater in 
the county ? the answer would be greatly in fia.irouc 
of the horses. But, as I have already noticed, horse» 
are speculated in for an exclusive trade, per* 
haps as much by townsfolk as by faxmers, and are 
oftentimes only purchased for the probability of 
selling again at a large profit; we may conclude 
there is small use for working cattle, when we coa^ 
sider there is scarcely any but spring {^oughingi^ 
during the year; of course, there is more work 
for their cattle at markets than in the field ; they 
are employed much longer in drawing turf and ma* 
pure, than they are in the plough and harrow. 

Sects. 9, 10, 11. General size of fields^ or enclo^ 
sures; nature of fences ; mode of hedge-rows ani 
keeping hedges. 

Grass fields, or well inclosed parks, close to the 
dw^in^j which are not intended to be broken up 

for 
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for tillage, are neatly fenced with quickset hedges, 
and are generally in site under one acre. The or- 
chard is also well inclosed , but covers a very small 
area ; the boundaries of the farm are generally well 
fenced, but the interior of it is mostly without 
any permanent division to keep cattle from tres- 
passing on the corn ; to prevent this, they tie their 
, cattle to a stake, giving them a range of rope, till 
the plot within their reach is eaten down. 

The fences are of white- thorn, with a ditch, or fre- 
quently are only loose stone walls ; this boundary 
is repaired yearly, in turn, by the farmers whose 
lands join ; but in several parts of the county 
fencing is shamefully neglected, and it is no uncom- 
mon thing, when the lease of a farm is nearly ex- 
pired, to destroy the fences, and other improve- 
ments, to prevent the rent being raised in the new 
lease. Many of the gentry, as I shall just now 
shew, are extremely attentive to making good 
fences. Planting screens and clumps is now a more 
favourite pursuit, than that of hedge-rows, which 
in the present style of ornamental improvements 
*give place to the former. 

Sect. 12. Mode of draining ^ 

I& generally by open sewers in the mountainous dis^ 
trict J the interior of the county requires byt little 
.^ ^ draining^ 
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draining, as possessing a fine dry soil ; the draining 
here is by French sewers ; in moist lands they make 
open drains, which are only attended to, whilst the 
crop stands ; very little has been yet done in drain- 
ing turf bogSy or in making lasting drains through 
the lands, npr has the draining by the auger been 
yet attempted. I have seen some improvements 
by draining, when the trench was only opened ia 
moory soils for the purpose of jprocuring manure. 

The mountainous district might be made very 
valuable land, by a small atteiftion to this branch ; 
the numerous springs and quas,^ which covet a 
great portion of ground, might be easily diverted 
ofFthe surface, and large plots acquired which am 
now of no value. 

. Water, which lies on the surface and proceeds from 
rains, is easily diverted off, by sinking drains accord- 
ing to the fall of the ground ; but the grand method 
of arriving at springs has been lately discovered by 
the ingenious Mr. Elkington, for which the parlia- 
ment ©f Great Britain have rewarded him with a 
grant of one thousand pounds, and this has been ef- 
fectually accomplished by the auger, or tapping 
and boring the earth, until the spring is reached, 
so that the water flows through thid passage. Of 
this useful instrument, and of the method of using it, 
I have already given an account in my Statistical 
Survey of the county of Cavan, Chap. viii. Sect. 3. 

Sect. 
• * Quas, a provincialism, signifying quagmires. 
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Sect. 13. Naim^e of Manures, 

hihiB 16 tbe .genecftl mstnure and |>cywerfully jefie&- 
five in this Q€U0try; it is chidfly mued mih duc^, 
-clay^ >&c. for tbe ouUure of potatoes ; it i^ alsp 
applied in surface doobsings to grass lands, ^ropa- 
rat<iryf|o a tillage Ci^urae : tbe quaodty varies very 
•in9cb> from fifty to Bometimes but ten ^barirels to 
dhe Acrew Dung made of every scaraping uni^ 
with bog^^ulF^ "wtien conveniently bad, is.ako.used, 
.and -with good effect^ if a small portion of lime is 
added to the compost. In the clay soils, Hme is 
not .mixed with other oomposts, and succeeds better 
than any other manure ; this is carried perhaps from 
ftSA ^o ttwdve .miles distance ; there are .few in- 
sfonoes^ in nvbich dung .is applied to the );aisiTig«of 
.GorneretpSy their potatoe culture requiring all that 
^n be supplied fro«n their slender stock of iiwe 
.anisnal$ on such small :fatins» I have seen very 
fine cBops of potatoes in a boggy soil, which had 
but a yery -slight sprinkling of lima, and no oi:h6r 
.manure; excellent crops of this root are raised in 
BEioory soilsy with tbe . maiiucc of turf ashes ; bmrniog 
:J8 bow^v^r only permitted in lo:vr boggy ioils. 

Ihe 
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The <^ntity of Unae is iirofmrtumed to the length 
<^ time die ground has lain untiiied, as, o» istui>- 
bks, they only lay half the quant^ Kbey would 
spread on knd long in grass: 'bat we sbodd Mp- 
ipose thai:, the later the soil has been in tillage, it 
would require the more of a retrigorating ^nanui^, 
and vice versa with old lea ; the &rmers %(ere, as 
elsewhere, are fond of old customs and their o#n 
opinions, which they defend on this principlte, 
that lime, being spread on stnbbles, is immediately 
ploughed im, and of course the grass receives no 
virtues of this manure, whereas in maniffting lea 
two or three seasons 1)efore a course of tillage 
they assert, that two or three good crops of grass 
are ensm*ed, and that they have the sod in fine 
]ireparation for quickly rotting, and the ground 
meliorated against the tillage course ; and that, 4n 
liming on the stubbles, the good effects of this 
manure will not appear, except there are three, or 
two ploughings at the least, before the sefed is 
sown. 

Another itiode of liming is also practised, when 
they mean to work the soil to the utmost it can 
produce, or, in other words, to run it out, previ- 
ously to the -expiration of a lease, which they do 
not ^icpeiJt will be renewed : they spread the lime 
*on the potatoe ridge, which they cover with dung, 
and thereon lay the seed with two or three sho- 

velings 
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Telings of earth ; this ensures a great crop ; wheats 
or barley, or both, are next sown, the potatoe 

. plot being divided under these two two crops, 
wd this culture held for four successive seasons, 
changing plots each year from wheat to a barley 
drop, and vice versa^ and seldom with more than 
one ploughing. No intermediate green crop is 

, ever- sowed, or any manure applied, and the whole 
field is then given up to raising oats, and it is held 
in this tillage tirhilst it can yield a crop, which some- 
times it will for three, four, or five successive sea- 
sons, until it is totally exhausted ; this mode is fully 

. as destructive to laud as burning, and yields as ample 

J crops. 

Lime is applied to clay lands with advantage, . 
but I have . observed many farms of this, county, 
^here it has been prejudicial on light soils, par- 
ticularly of limestone, where it had not beeri previ- 
ously mixed with clay or bog-stuff, but was applied 
in its caustic state. 

Limestone gravel, as a^ manure on deep stiff clays, 

. or on moory soils, is superior to any other ; on the 
former, as imparting not only its calcareous, but its 
mechanical use also in opening and separating the 
soil, and both of these effects are durable.; on the 
latter description of soil, it is of equally good effect, 
though in a contrary manner, as it binds this soil, 
and gives it tliat degree of firmness and consistency, 

. which stiff clays possess i« ^too great an extreme. 

This 
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This manure is not sufficiently used here, though 
in many places in the interior they possess it in 
great perfection. 

Limestone gravel when heaped and burped, to- 
gether with the surface sods of boggy soils that 
hare been drained, becomes a very fine manure 
for destroying all aquatic herbage, and is also wi 
excellent preparation for a turnip crop, before the 
land is laid down in meadow ; this, however, 
should previously to the last crop, o^ to that in 
which tlie grass seeds are sown, have another dress- 
ing of the gravel in its purity unmixed, which will 
give weight and strength to the soil ; in this case, 
rye or ray grass, or dever, have been profitable 
crops; the rye grass should be sown in winter, 
arid will ensure a very early crop of hay, and we 
may reasonably calculate on the seeds, whidi wiU 
be threshed from it, full three pounds per acre, 
exclusive of the value of the hay. 
• A material benefit in the manure ^of liiiqiestme 
gravd on ground newly laid down for shciep-waHc 
IS, that such land never fails to pvoducie white 
clover naturally and abundantly. 

Beforis we conclude the section' of n^anures, itis 
necessary to remark, that by feeding oaltle in th^ 
-field, according to the usual custom, above Ojde half 
of the manure is lost, which might be gained froaj 
the urine of animals only, if collected in proper 
K reservoirs, 
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'reservoiri», and mixed with suitable composts. If 
• the e&ttle, which are necessary for the^f ulture of a 
farm, were fed within doors, their dung would go 
a great length towards the supply of manure requi- 
site for that farm ; by this mode k should be un- 
derstood^ that the best farming is by blending these 
two pursuits. together, ajid by making the tillage 
farmer depend on his vegetable crop for a supply 
.for his stock, whose dung will always keep his 
. ground in perpetual heart and vigour. 

Irrigation is now known to be a very powerful 
ma^re to meadow land ; there are numerous farms 
.in this cQunty, where it might be applied with 
^•success, and at. a small expence ; I have seen , this 
, oper9.tion practised on potatoe crops in drill with 
: vef y gpod. effect, when the general crop of the 
..kingdom h^d failed from a long and continued 
drought. , . . ' • 

Though she^p wijl fatten v^ry quickly on the 
'ftf^ergra^s of water meadow, it is not adi^iseable 
. to hold thorn over; for breeds < as. this pasturage has 
fa. great tendency to rot thdir liver; indeed it sel- 
dom fails to produce, this efii^ct. Such sheep ofUy, 
.as are intended for mi^rket, siiould be feet on this 
.grass,, and. be sold off* as. soon as in conditionr; 
.otherwise tl^y g;radually fall of! and grow con- 
sumptiv:e, . 
......... ^j^^ 
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The produce of hay, yielded by irrigatk)n> is per- 
haps incredible. I have known land which, from this 
circumstance, not otherwise intrinsically worth six- 
teen shillings per acre, made equal to ten guineas 
per acre in the Queen's County,* or whiqb yielded 
that sum by being set out for meadow, exclusive 
of the aftergrass, and continues to do so €tvery year 
without intermission. The proprietor could easily 
have solvent tenants for the whole tract of his water 
meadows on a long lease at seven guineas per acre. 

Marling is so little engaged in in this county, 
that I shall not enter into its merits. Lime is more 
certain, and generally more easily obtained than 
ihis manure. . 

Aftergrass, as a manure, is not known here^ 
pasturage is to6 scarce at all seasons. 

Bog-stufF is excellent in a compost with lime for 
light soils, as it corrects the caustic heat of the 
lime ; it is used with great success without any mix- 
ture, in protecting the buds and leaves of potatoe 
crops from the spring frosts ; it can also be highly 
enriched by being spread in stalls under cattle, 
as it soaks up their uriile and retains its salts : it is 
also a valuable manure, when applied as a surface 
dressing to meadows of a light soil, ensuring a very 

early verdure. i 

R 2 Good 

* Sec the Statistical Survey of that County by the 
Author, pages 77 and 78. 
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Good lime-kilnd are rarely seen in this county. 
It should be the care of the proprietor of an estate, 
to erect proper kilns to supply his tenantry with 
lime at first cost ; where it can fae accomplished, 
no surer means could be adopted to improve an 
estate without any expence to the proprietor. 

For an improved plan of a lime kiln, see the 
Statistical Survey of the County of Cavan, page 6S. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 



GENERAL SUBJECTS. 

Sect. i. Pafuhtion. 

ARMAGH is indisputably, in proportion to its 
size, the most populous county in Ireland. Al* 
though much of the surface is covered with jtnoun* 
tains, yet the greater part of the wildest country 
is very thickly inhabited, and it is on this account 
that its superior population is allowed* I doubt 
not, but in the neighbouring county of Down there 
are certain parishes, where the inhabitants and 
houses are as numerous, as will be found in the 
like area in this county, but their mountains, which 
<u>yer so great a tract, are almost uninhabited ; a cir<r 
cumstance which pretty clearly prores, what great 
capability the roughest parts of this county possess^ 
as sustainmg fto nmneroiis a popsiarig^ 

Mr, 
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Mr. Bushe's* calculation of the number of inha- 
bitants of Armagh was ascertained by tafcing the 
population of v 1705 houses, of every description, 
■which were found to contain 6988 souls, or more 
than six to each house. In Dr. Beaufort's Memoir 
of his Map of Ireland it is stated, that, from the re- 
ports of the hearth-money collectors to the year 1790, 
the county contains 21983 houses, and 120,000 in- 
habitants at five and a half to a house, but this 
he supposed to be far below the truth. 

The population i^ ft the rate of eight and one- 
fifih acres to a bouse, or rf itearly seventy- 
eight houses, and 429 souls, to eve^y square mile, 
which is something less than one an4 a half vre 
per head; .an4,he justly attributes the extraordi- 
, nary .pppulationto the great industry of the peo- 
ple, aqd. the flourishing state of the linen manu- 
facture. . 

I beUeve the general report will be nearer the 
truth, if estimated at 125,000 souls. 
• I have heard that the late Rev. Dr. Hamilton, 
who was unhappily murdered during the disturb- 
ances in this country, had made some ingenious 
calculations, and took the actual population of 
some -districts, ip wWch the return exceeded all 

belief. 

• See hU paper on this «J^*«*, ia ^tbc T»HS«ction9 of 
dw Royal Irish Academy, 178^. 



or THE COUNTY OF ARMAGH. zifi 

belief. la one parish the inhabitants i^ere so nu« 
meroufi, as in the same proportion would have equal- 
led 300,000 souls in the county. 

The population and the QUQ)1;)ejr of houses axe at ^ 
present in progressive encrease. 



Sect. % Number aytd size ef Villages and Towns* 

In the thirteenth chapter will be found a particu* 
lar description of the several towns in the county^ 
'and the trade or manufacture fpv which they jare 
remarkable. 

In the following table are the names of the 
several towns and villages in the county, distin-^ 
gui^hing the market, fair, and post towps, with 
the number of days in the week on which the post 
arrives from Dublin. 

The fairs and markets are, in general, well at- 
tended by retailers of hats, stockings, shoes, cloth, 
and wool, from pther counties ; apd ajso by pedlars, 
whose stock consists of articles of apparel, princi- 
pally of women's wear, and hard-ware. These 
itinerant dealers are always travelling from one 
market town to another; some of them have uq 
fixed residence. 



TA9LE 
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TABLE OF TOWNS AND .TtLLAOBSk 



Baronies. 


. Tewns. 


rUlMges. 


Armagh. 


Armagh, M. F. P. 6. 

Blackwater Town. F. 

QharlemontjoinsMoy, 
which is a post town 
in the county of Ty- 
rone, F. 


Keady, F. 
KiUyleagh, F. 


Fcws, Upper - 
and Lower. . 


Market.hill,M.F.P.6. 
Newtown-Hasnikoiki 
F. 


Baleek, F. 
Crossmaglin. 
Culloville, F. 
Hamiltoh's-ba\(^,F. 
Johnston Vfews. 
Mohan. 


O'Neiland, East 
and West. 


Lurgan, M. F. P. 6. 
Portadown,M.F.P.3. 
Richhill, M. F. P. 3. 


Loughgtll, t. 
.Maghery, F. 


Orior, Upper 
and Lower. 

t 


F!e\iry4)ridgc, better 
known by Jonesbo- 
rough, F. P. 6. 

Newry, M. F. P. 6. 

TBnderagee,M.F.P.6. 


Acton. 
Clare, F. 

Drumbanagher. 
Fork-hill, F. 
Poyntz'si>as$, F. 
PortDorris. 
Scarvi. 
Tuscan's-pass, F. 


Turcnny. 


Tynan, F. P. j. 


Middletott, F. 



M. denotes a market ; F. a fair ; and P, a post 
town. The figure marks the number of days in 
the w€ek^ on which the fost arrives from Dublin. 
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Sects. 3, 4. jtTabitaiion, Fuel, Food^ and Clothing 
cf the lower Bank ; their general Cost ; Price 
of Wages, Labour^ and Provisions; and general 
View of the Rukax. Economy of the, Countj/. 

I HAVE already stated, that the habitations of the 
lower order are tolerably comfortable, and by much 
exceeding any thingr in this respect, that I have ever 

witnessed 

In some of the- oM mapSy Magheralin village 
is set down within the bounds of this €Ounty, which 
is eiToneai^^ 4tt it is in the county, of Down^ 
In Seward's Topography of Ireland, there are des^ 
er^tions of two villages qf this name, one of which 
h^ states to be in Armaghy mnd the other in Down 
countt/ ; however y this is only corf using the account 
of one and the same village,, which is situated on the 
Lagan water, in the comity of Do^n, and is re^ 
markable for a very neat church avd steeple, and 
a good episcopal palace was built here, anno 1 695 f 
by the Bishop of Dron^ore. The bounds of Armagh 
rmge very jiear to this village, which doubtless 
h(^s occasioned this mistake. 

^Sprne remarkable ruins have lately been traced in 
this village* 



z$o STATISTICAL SURVEY 

witnessed among the peasantry of Ireland, nor is 
it solely to be attributed to their attention to the 
lineo manufacture ; their neighbours, of the same 
order and trade in Cavan and Monaghan counties, 
are far behind them in wealth and comforts, or, 
indeed^ in civilization. The county supplies a suf- 
ficiency of fuel for its culihary consumption, but 
the distribution of this necessiary article is very 
unequal ; this is a general complaint, but the na- 
vigation, which extends along the whole line of the 
county, serves very considerably to redress this 
grievance. 

A supply of co^l might be had for the whole 
county, if the collieries of Tyrone were properiy 
worked; in fact there are means of remedying 
this want of fuel, if they were only brought into 
fair trial. 

The general rent of a cottage, with a garden 
for the potatoe and flax plots, is from two to three 
guineas per annum. In towns, where they hold 
but a small cabbage garden in the rere, the rent 
averages about forty shillings. 

They pay for turf annually about three guineas, 
er two shillings per horse load, but in scarce seasons 
it will double this cost. Turf bogs are, in general, 
very much exhausted. For house, garden^ potatte 
and flax land, with grass |br a cow, the weaver 
pays from five to six guineas per annum, and 

receivQSi 
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tieceiVes^ with 4iet, sijc pence half-penny per day 
through the year, for his work in the field or at 
the loom, or one shilling without diet. 

The rent of a cow's grass has been more thaa 
dcAibled within these five or six years, and the* 
pasture in general very: poor; potatoe and flax 
land averages six guineas per acre* 

The expence of building a <:omfortable cottage 
will amount to about seven guineas, viz. : 

^. i. d. 

Mud-work and-plastering, . ^ 3 8 3 

Roofing, - 114 1i 

Thatching and straw, - ,- ^ - 2 5 6 
Door, and leaded windows^ - Oil 4|r 



£.1 19 3 



Some cottages are put together at the cost of from 
three pounds to five pounds, but are of very inferior 
materials. 

A rood of ground is generally allotted to each 
cottage. 

The food of the lower rank are potatoes, stir- 
about, oaten bread, garden vegetables, bacon in 
summer, and beef in winter : there is no part of 
Ireland, where the peasantry consume so much fiesh- 
xneat. 

Average 
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Arerage prices^ for the last seveo years^ of the fol« 

lowing articles of prorisions, exduding the two 

years of scarcity: 

s. d. 
Potatoes per stone, of 14/k - • <^ O 2 
Oatmeal per cwt. of \\2lb. ••.90 
Beef, per. lb. ------ ••04 

Ate^ per quart, .^^••.•ai^ 
Cheese, per lb. ^••••••o^ 

New milk, per quart, ..-.•oiz 
Butter milk, per pottle, • . • • « 0^ 
Herrings, per hundred, of six jcore, •46 

The clothing consists of strong cloth, much (A 
which is manufactured at home, and they dye it 
a good blue ; this cloth is never exposed for sale, 
but always made for home use. It is not so fine 
as forest cloth, but wears much better, and does 
not stand the consumer in half the price of the 
latter; this clothing is more commonly worn by 
the wealthy farmer or manufacturer ; the lower class 
purchase frize at two shillings and six pence cec 
three shillings per yard, which is retailed at £urs, 
markets, and country shops, aad is chiefly manu- 
factured in Connaugbt. 



General 
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General cost of clothing. 

£. s. i 
Frize coat, waistcoat^ breeches, trim- 
ming, and making, - - - 1 10 O 
Outside cpat of ditto, - * -10 
Shirt, . - - - -040 

Shoes, 066 

Brogues, - - - - -050 
Stockings, - - - - ^ 2 e 
Hat, -'- - - - -033 

General cost of man^s dress, including great coat, 
about three guineas. 

Womens* wear, of cotton, will amount to about 
3/., with cloak, petticoat, shoes, stockings, &c. If 
drugget is substituted for cotton, the cost will be 
about one-third less, and the article more durable. In 
general, the women are better clad than the men, 
and make a gayer appearance on holidays. Their 
earnings are generally spent on finery, as the man's 
labour procures them provisions. 

Th^ price of labour, for constant work in the 
field, or of cottiers wages, who are employed by the 
gentry in their demesnes, varies from ten-pence to 
thirteen»pence per day the year round ; but they 
pay their employers three guineas per annum for a 

house^ 



/ 
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bouse, cow's grass, and garden of half an acre^ 
"wbicb they hold at will. Labourers, who have not 
cottages, or cow*s grass, receive better wages, about 
two-pence more per day. There are few of this 
description who do not reside in towns, and^ as la- 
bour is in demand y they exact high wages. Weavers 
are generally paid for their day's work one shilling ; 
hut, when there is a brisk demand, and large orders 
out for linens, they can average 2s. €d. per day at 
task work. Those weavers, who sell their own webs 
at market, and re^r their flax, will oftentimes make 
five shillings a day of their labour, when the demand 
is brisk. 

It may be always concluded, that the linen trade 
is fiourishing when labour is high* 

The male servant of the farmer or.manufaotorer 
Will receive about six guineas per annum, with board 
and lodging ; . the woman about 3/. The general 
employment of the women is spinning. 

Hours of labour in summer, from six in the morn- 
ing to seven in the evening ; two hours .allowed for 
meals. In winter during day-light, and one hour 
only allowed for meals. 



Reaping, 
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s. di 

Reaping* IS*?*^'^*' - - 1 1 per day. 
*^ ^* I Without, - - 1 ^i— *— 

blowing, -f^l* *''*'*' ' " 
^* I Without, - - 



1 41 • 
1 75 



Turf- fWithdiet, - - 1 1 
cutting, t Without, -Jit* 



^'-«"^.' (wM^'- 



O 6^ 
11- 



These works are often engaged in by task ; but 
seldom more money is earned, except in the vicinity 
of towns, where, perhaps a third more is paid for 
labour ; all the weavers are expert at the general 
business of the field. 

Women's wages are about sixpence per day for 
day's work ; children's from threepence to sixpence. 
But, at some*^ branches of the linen manufacture, if 
they hacTQpnstant employment, they could earn ten- 
pence per day. 

Average clothing of a man, per ann. 3 guineas. 
' ■ ' '■ of a woniai), - - 2 guinfeas. 
' of a child, - - 15 shillings. 

The wages having been stated, I shall state the 
average value of labour to the employer, or to the 
cottager, if he works on his own account. 

Of ^ man, per annum, 251. 
Of a woman, - - 12/. 
Of a child, • ^ 7/. 

The 
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The average value of diet cannot be rated at less 
thaui 12/. per man, 9L per wgmaqi and 4l. per child, 
per annum* For fuel^ soap, candks| ^nd house rent, 
the average amy 1|e six guia^a^. 



Man's labour, a5 o q 
TCbman't, ^ fi p o 



Chad's^ * 7 o o 



X44 o. o 



Dr. £. 


/. 


i. 


Mao's dki* - • 12 








Woman's^ . . 9 








Child'*, . '. . 4 





6 


House-rent, fiiel, soap, 






and candlet, • 6 


16 


6 


Man's clodung, • 3 


8 


3 


Woman's, - - 2 


5 


6 


Chad's, - - - 


15 





£.1^ 


5 


i 


Bal«we». - s 


»f 


9 



The balance is 51. 145. 9(/., tvhich aji industrious 
lamlly -will soon encrease to a sufficiency for stock- 
ing a small farm, or sqtting up Joqiqs Jbr joumey- 
men* There are no wages in husbandry, where so 
much money can be saved. 



Sect. 
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Sect. 5. State of Tithe; its general amount on 
each article ; what articles are exempt^ and what 
charged by modus* 

s. d. 
Average tithe of Wheat, per acre, 8 O 

Oats, - • - - 4 6 - 
Barley, ----60. 
Meadow, - " '> 2 6 

And in some places a modus of one shilling for the 
quantum on the farm. 

Potatoes do not pay an acreable tax, but a small 
modus is claimed, though seldom insisted on ^ and ia 
some parishes they are tithe-free. Flax *payf a 
modus of one shilling for the quantity on each farm^ 
be it more or less. 

In some parishes 2s. 6d. for the entire farm is sup« 
poseid to be a fair composition. It must be remember- 
ed that these farms are very small, and nearly three- 
fourths generally under tillage. When there is a 
composition, there is no additional charge for small 
dues. 

The average tithe of grain, as stated above, will 
often, when the crop is valued whilst growing, bt 
estimated at from two to three shillings per acre 
higher. In such cases the crops are very good. 

s Sm^H 
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Small daes do not exceed three shillings per an<- 
nuih for all demands, e^lusive of marriageS| 
christenings, or burials. 



Sect. 6* Use of Beer and Spirits-^whether eithei\ 
or which is encreasing. 

From thfe time of the late scarcity, the use of spirits 
had gi*eatJy declined ; but, since the restrictions on 
distilling have been t^ken off, there is again a re- 
limdtaigF of ^iritaous liquois at a low {Nrke. How» 
ever, to the credit of the people of this coisnty, they 
areftto^efibbQf, tod better xunliz^l, tbanweaeein 
04)iM ^eumtbsv Malt liijuor is, for this reason» in 
Aoir^ l^eMrol estimattonthan in other parts. 



Sects. 7*, 8> S. State of Roads and Bridges , of 
Ifmngaitons and Navigable Bivers, rf Fisheries^ 
and of Manufactttres ; or a general view qf 

' PoLtTiCAt Economy, as affecting AgricuUarCy 

'^^'C(nmcmd%ith'it: 

^Er£RAL of the roads of this county are in good 
Condition ; hut the greater tmmber are bad, many of 
tliem in the cxtremest degree. 

' ^L'. The 
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> The tuniptke aoad from Araiagfa to Newry is, 
perhaps, the worst in Irdand as a puUic rood, and is 
a disgrace to an opu}ent county. The turnpike road 
from Jonesborough b generally in bad repair; and 
the county road from Newry to Casdeblaney is ak 
ways in most wretched order, thoiigU by far the 
greatest thoroughfare in the county. The roadf in 
the barony of Turenny are not ao rough as badly 
planned. In O'Neiland they are rough and narrow^ 
with soine dangerous steps. In Lower Orior chey 
are tol^ahly good, but in Upper Orior the reTerat^ 
The best roads are in the barony of Arnlagfa. The 
intericMT of the county has abundance of good mtto- 
rials for road-making; the boundaries are, for the 
most part, very deficient in such supplies ; but, am 
the whole, the neglect is greater thto the vwant of 
materials. County roads are made and repaired at 
the e^pence of the barony, through whidi they pass ; 
and twrnpike roads from the tolls tkey prodvc^ 
under the controul of directors. 

The great mistake in the roads cf this county is, 
the neglect of originally making jthe centre of the 
road higher than the aides, ,whic)i would throw off 
the water into the ditchei»; nor do they seem to.ui»» 
derstand, that winding a.road through the' valleys is 
as ^rt a distance as ascending and descending the 
iiiUs, independent of the gxeat laboin: and danger, at- 
tending the latter. .. 

s 2 M 
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As the tenantry on the severni e^tatesj throtigh 
which the roads pass, are employed with theif 
horses in making and repairing them, they are ge* 
berally.well paid; and, independent of the benefit 
they receive .from this improvement) their profits 
often exceed their proportion of the tax, which is 
alutiys chearftilly paid. 

\ Bridges' fure in good repair generally. It requires 
,irery intelligent overseers to inspect bridge-building, 
as masona too frequently, through interested motives, 
construct these works in such a manner, as will en^ 
sure them frequent jobs. 

» 1 have already pretty fully spoken of the naviga- 
tion of the county, in the eighth section of the first 
chapter. ' 

- ' I do not learn that there is any established fishery, 
bf individual poperty, in the county. 
, The fidiery of Lough Neagh, to the centre of the 
^ake, is the right of the proprietor whose lands form 
the shore. 

/.'.The great rivers being on the boundaries, their 
^siieries are jointly the right of the several pro- 
'^prietors on theic banks ; but there is no steady re- 
•venue yielded {torn any fishery in the county. 

I shall now beg leave to anticipate the subject of 

the fourteenth sind fifteenth sections of this chapter, 

•as manufactures are so connected with the political 

' 'economy of the county^ which is now under discussioA^ 

A reference 
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A reference to the manufactures of this county 
has necessarily very frequently occurred in * ti^ 
course of this work ; and it must be understood that 
this pursuit, almost entirely in the linen branch, 
occupies the attention of the people. Agriculture's 
but a secondary motive ; it is merely pursued as tl^ 
means of supply of provisions, rather than of t^de 
firom which any pjrofit may be gained^ 

Li^nd is sought, for the more easily and comfort- 
ably carrying on manufacture ; and notwithstanding 
the ^.upposed superior profit on rearing flax, the raw 
material of their trajde^ I bjel^eve thait the people 
would rather have nothing to do. with agricultural 
p,ursuits, if the markets were more numerous, au^ 
^ constantly supplied wijlJi provisions. 

I know there are many wis^ men, of opinioi^^ 
that the management of the lands of this province 
should hp entirely changed; that manufactures 
should be confined to town?;^ that th^ lands should b^ 
portioned in large farms, and agriculture become a 
business in itself; that it is a science, which requires 
an undivided attienjtion; and that noimujEactures wouid 
flourish better, if unconnected with the cares of hus- 
bandry ; and they argue, that there are not wanting 
precedents sufficient to prove,, how successfully m^» 
Qu£&ctures are now carried on under such regu- 
fetioijs.^ 
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This is a subject, which admits weighty argument 
on both sides of the question. 

Manufacture and agriculture are pursuits, which 
differ widely ; and certainly an undivided atteiltion 
^io either business ought naturally to ensure its 
success. 

M tfie sedentary business of .the loom is so preju- 
dicial to health, and it is corrected by the labour of 
the little farm, it will counterbalance many obgec- 
tions, which might be offered against the contiexion 
of the two pursuits ; but a good garden at the rere 
•of each house, which should be the case in every 
manufacturing town, would also require cultivation, 
so as^to rfelax sufficiently fVotti the labours of the loom. 

An important* evil, which tnanufactoring towns 
are ever' subject to, is the danger of combination 
amongst' the tradesfolk; and this nuisance has 
raised the price of the necessaries of Kfe, and of 
labour, more than perhaps all other ciusfes taken 
together. 

In furtifer opposition to any change, it is asserted 
by the advocates for the pres^ent system, that it 
would be presumption to recommend any material 
alteration in a county, where the lower class of peo- 
ple are wealthy, industrious, civilized, an^ tolerably 
well educated, and on whofn the proat)erity of the 
county so much depends ; that it would be ridicu- 
•ions to hazard the loss of a positive good, by adopt- 
ing 
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itfg a novel system^ wjiofie suocessiMtl be at b«it 
htat doubtful ; and that, until H ytomsimy &t 
peBstntry can be sihewn, who are more wealthy or 
independent under such a system sis is now pro- 
posed, it is absurd to talk of superior beneftfs.* 

It is true that there are neighbouthig oountieft 
occupied, in like manner as Armagh, by inanu* 
facturers, who also pretend to he farmers, whOi^ 
rents are proportioned to the quality of the Inad In 
a more farourable ratio, and whose fkrms ate m' 
small; yet their culture is slovenly ^ their fenoccs 
naked, their dwellings iniserable, and a genmral 
gloomy poverty prevails through a comparatively il* 
literate and u^ivili2ed peiasantry. In sueh fdaoea 
errors must exist, and eicperiments may be tried, 
and remedies proposed, where the evil is great $ h^ 
in this county, where the inhabitants are on a more 
respectable footing than in any part of %be province, 
there must be, of coarse, the less occasion for ^py 
material reformation. 

I do not venture to give any opinioa gq so im* 
portant a subject ; biil I tnust confess, that the eX;. . 
traordinary comforts, so eminently eigoyed hy the 
people of this county, both of the middle and the 
lower class, was a matter of astonishment to me\ wha 
had been well acquainted with the refeitive. situation 
of those classes in other counties in this province,, 
wl^^ theii: pursuits^ both in* and out of door«> s& 

\ exactly 



tH . STATISTICAL SURVEY 

exactly oofrci^ponded. The great differeBce in tlM 
comforts of those people could dot entirely consist 
In the iDferiority of their soil, comparatively with 
that of Armagh; for they too have very good crops 
of com, and they have fuel in abundance, and on 
much better terms than it is to be had in this county. 
It is a matter of moment to investigate this di£fev- 
ence, and discover its cayse. 

I conceive it proceeds from two causes ; on^ of 
which is, that more money can be earned by the 
manufacture of fine, than of coarse linen ; Armagh 
being mor^ engaged in fine webs, than the counties 
of Ulster which lie west of it. But the other is the 
primary and chief cause; the people are more in- 
dustrious and sober, and their earnings are seldom 
spent in the dram-shop. 

. Perhaps in, the poorer counties they are a more 
hard working ; peqple, employed earlier and later 
than in Armagh, but they are not r^ularly so ^ they 
are only industrious when pinched by poverty, when 
their wages have been squandered, and when they 
are overwhelmed with debt. In this county, a steady 
industry affords a sufficiency for the naoderate comforts 
of life, and will admit of a redundapcy for other pur- 
poses, without exhausting nature by extraordinary 
labour at such a sedentary business as the loom. 

Unfortunately for the lower classes of the pommu*- 
nity, they cannot beat prosperity ; and, if the wa^es 

of 
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of SIX days can be acquired by extraordinary exer- 
tions, or a brisker demand of the trade, in four, the 
overplus is too frequently spent in dissipation, which 
enervates the constitution, and begets a habit of idlQ^ 
neds. In cities, where there is less simplicity of 
manners, and more vicious habits amoagst the peo- 
ple, thia evil h not productive of such hardships to . 
its vptaries ; fox there the tradesman raises the price 
of wages by combination, which his em player is sure 
to profit by in a tenfaW yatio, ^ni will tacitly en-^ 
courage. This burthen new. bears beitvy. on, lb« 
consumer, who has. by his inactivity seemingly con-, 
seoted to it, or left it to the correction of the legisla- 
ture, who have been too supine in a matter of sucih 
moment. Indeed the evil is noyr so far establisbedf 
that it would be a very difficult task to, appreciate, 
the value of the several handicrafts labour. To 
proportion their wages to the price of provisions is 
quite out of the qu^tion, sp long as the efiecting an 
artificial scarcity is practised, find the principal trade 
of provisions suffered to remain in the bands of a few; 
monopolizers. If this novel system, which no# 
exists, of permitting individuals to hoard and rego. 
late the prices of provisions as suits their pleasure, 
was entirely abolished, then a law might be easily 
framed to appreciate the value of wages at ^1 times. 
Combination would be thus completely overthrown, 

and 
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and each article of life would soon find its level, and 
be sold at the real ralae. 

To attain this wished for reformation, . tradesmen 
should be prohibited to £orm themselves into societies. 
It is well known they subscribe weekly sums, under the 
pretence of supporting their families in sickness, or 
]irociiring for them decent funerals, at tbe joint ex* 
pence of the body or trade to which they belong ; al- 
Ao' their real design is, to consult how they can best 
pillage the public by combinations for encrease oi 
wages ; whioh when they hare determined on, they 
resist work until their unlawful den^ands are complied 
with ; itnd they are subsisted, in the mean time, on 
die money, which they have previously subscribed to 
a stock pur^, which in general contains ^ very con« 
siderable sum. 

I ask pardon for the digression ; but I wish to 
shew to the country weaver, that he has not the same 
fesaurces for idling two days in six, as the city 
handicraft ; he must give up extraordinary labour, 
hurtful to his constitution, but he cannot fix the 
jirice of his labour, or procure an encrease of wages 
by combinatiou. The staple commodity of the na- 
tion is happily protect^ by wise lawsj^ strictly en- 
forced, which it is out of his powerto. innovate i and 
die trade is conducted by men of characteri^ who^ 
would scorn to stoop to the knavish intrigues, which 
a petty corporation will not scrupje privately to en- 
courage^ 
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courage, though they may publicly protest against 
them. Thro' the favour of governments corporations 
were pririleged i it should be their concern^ as it is 
their duty,, to oppose combination by the most 
vigorous and active exertions. Commensurate to 
this grievance, it is incumbent on the legislature to 
enact a severe law ; the half-stifled rebellion would 
receive through it a deadly blow; an4 industry 
should be resorted to, in place of the very vicious 
dissipation which exists, and which it is highly im« 
{)oIitic to suder. 

In returning to the subject of the manufacture of 
this county, I conceive it is not within the limits of 
this Report to trace its origin here, nor its ;subse- 
quent history. These facts, many of my readers 
well know, are of th^ most ancient date ; su&ce it 
to report its present state. 

The linen manufacture is pursued here, hf au its 
various branches, and particular markets are esta* 
blished for the sale of each kind of goods and mate- 
rials. The weavers of the finest goods reside north* 
ward in the county, and in this district their markets 
are; and vice versa with those inliabiting the borders 
of Monagban county. 

The various branches of the trade consist ia 
cambrics, lawns, linens, disqper, damask, and 
chequers. Those weavers, who work at the fin^ 

branch^i^ 
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branches, will earn from fifteen to twenty jifer cent* 
more, in the same given tii;ne, than weavers of coarse 
goods, but there is oft^oer a stagnation in th^ 
trade. The poa^se Uaen weavers have generally a 
IcHowIedge of weaving cotton goods, and will often- 
times, when the demand is brisk, lay aside their 
linen webs, and turn to this |;>rancH ; but a regular- 
bred cottqn or musUp weaver has not a (knowledge 
of th^ linen ms^nufacture, so that he has not equal 
advantfiges with th.e coarse linen weaver, and much 
less with the lawn, and cambrick ipanufacturer, 
who always can earn better wages than any other 
weaver, 

liF a weaver works his own flax^ which be has 
reared from ^he seed^ his profits, will be encreased 
from.^ree-pence tp sixpence per day, according to 
the excellence of the mode of dressing which he 
adopted, on which a great deal depends. But it is 
possible that ^ loss may happen, if yarn is in poor 
demanjd, and his stock is large^ 

The extent of the manufsicture cannot be asce^r 
tained exactly by the return of sales made in the. 
different markets, as webs from neighbouring coun-\ 
ties come in, and also webs from hence are sold inii 
markets out of this county. 

Great capitals are employed by bleachers, who 
purchase webs, and tleach on their own account. 

ConsiderabH 



^^ 
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Considerable sums are also engaged iii the purchase 
of yarn, which is given out to the weaver to manu- 
facture ; or the weaving is often contracted for by 
those wealthy manufacturers, who do not work 
themselves, yet keep journeymen constantly em- 
ployed, eitbeir on their own account, with their own 
yarn, or on that of the merchants, with whom they 
contract. 

^The general evil, which is felt in most par^ 
of this province, and in none more particularly 
than in the districts of Armagh remote from navi- 
gation, is the great consumption and scarcity of 
fuel, which encreases with the extension of the 
linen inanufactui'e. In many parishes there is more 
fuel consunied in these works, than by all the inha- 
bitants of the parish for culinary purposes ; nor is 
there a doubt that, if some other besides turf fuel 
is not resorted to, in a very few years the bogs 
of this county will be exhausted. 

The number of looms exceed the number of 
houses, as most houses have two or three looms, and 
frequently they are all at work, when the demand 
for linens is brisk, at which tiines'many new looms 
are made, so that we may fairly assert that the num- 
ber of looms is encreasing : flax land being in gireater 
demand and of higher value, is' a proof there is 
no diminution in the trade. 

Woollen 
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Woollea goods are in^de only for bome coa- 
fiumption, and not. for sale^ nor is one family in 
ten supplied with a sufficiency of their own m^nur 
iacture. 

InA^rm^gh and the other towns of the £ounty^ 
are the usual small manufs^ctories of necessaries, 
a9 brewin^y chandling, soap-boiling, tanning, &c. 
and also numerous handicrafts, who execute their 
tr^d.^swell ; but there ^s no particular manufactory, 
if we except the Armagh side of Newry town^ in 
which a respectably capital is sunk, exclusive of 
the linen business. 

The particulars of the trade of each town. will 
be spoken of in the Baronial Survey, thirteenth chap- 
ter, as they occur. 

As to the encouragement to manufactures, and 
the peculiar aptness of the situation for their ex-* 
tensioi), it is favourable, whilst the well established 
markets are so steadily attended by buyers of res« 
pectability. In the vicinity of nagivations, where 
fuel is so easily conveyed, these situations must 
have superior advantages, and, exclusive of the 
linen trade, the malting business and corn buying 
have beei[i considerably encreased in these districts ; 
and stores have been built, which also will be men- 
tioned in their proper .places. 

..The 
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The annual estimate of the linen tradid of this 
county is rated at 300,000/. ; the goods of most 
repute, and of the best fabric, are of nine, ten^ 
and eleven hundreds, and from thence above twenty 
hundreds. By hundreds is meant the number of 
threads in the warp of the web, which is always 
rated at one yard in width. 
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An Account of the Number and average Value of 
Packs and Boxes of Linens, which have com€ into 
the Linen Hall of Dublin, from the County of 
Armagh, in the folloxeing Years: 
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An Account tf the Sums paid bjf the Trustees of 
the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland 
in the following Years , by way of Bounty to en^ 
courage the Cultivation of Flax in the County of 

- Arma^hy and the Quantities of Flax Lands in 
the said County^ which in the said Years received 
the said Bounty. 
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SfiCT. lO. State of JSducation^ Sckods^ mi 
Charitable ImHtuHons. 

Thb yoath of tfais eoiinty have the advantages 
^f a betleir education than in most parts of Ireland ; 
^k ii$ evident from the superior civilization and 
manners of the people. A particular account of 
schools iiod charitable institutions will be given 
in tfie Uiirte^nth chapter. 

Sect. ll. State of Absentee and Resident 
Proprietors. 

This is fillly stated in the fourth section of the 
second chapter. - 

Sect. 1 2. Circulation pf Money or Paper. 

tut linen trade in all its various branches is 
carried on with 'specie only. Rents are almost all 
paid in specie;;.. Liner} merchants pay a discount 
of from two and a half to four per cent, for gold, 
with which they purchase their webs. 

'it is also ^understood, that all commodities, sold 
in fairs or markets, must be paid for in specie, 

* • except 
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e)ccept th^ contrary, is particularly meatioaed iath«L 
bargain. 



Sect. 13. Fatming or Agricultural Societits. 

There is not one yet established in the county ; 
Colonel Sparrow, of Tanderagee, has set a liberal 
example to his neighbours, for the encouragement of 
industry, by offering to his tenantry the premiums 
stated in the fifth section of the thirteenth chapter. - 



Sects. 14, 15. State of Manufactures ^ whether en-' 
creasing; of encouragement to them; and thepC" 
culiar aptness (f the situation for their extension* 

For these particulars,, see the ninth s^^tion of 
this chapter. \^. 



Sect. 16. Of Mills of every kind. 

Mills are of two descriptions only in this county, 
those necessary for the linen, and those for the corn 
manufacture. Of the former kind, are bleach-mills 
and flax-mills ; of the latter, are oat-mills and thos^ 
for the manufacture of flour ; oatmeai-miils are usually 
t 2 driven 
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driven by water, but many of them are wind* 
mills. 
The. manufacture of flour is very limited, that of 
oats considerable in the aggregate, but all corn is 
manufactured for country use and not for eicporta* 
tion. It might be more easily averaged, what 
quantity of oats the mills of this county are equal 
to manufacture, than the quantity which they actu- 
ally do, as there are none of them ever constantly 
employed; however it is certain, that they are 
equal to supply the demand of the country. 



Sects. 17, 18, 19, 20, & 21. State of Plantatiom 
and Planting ; of the effects of the encouragement 
heretofore given to them by the Society j particu- 
larized in the list annexed. Of any Improve- 
ments which may occur for future encouragement, 
and particidarly for the preservation of Trees 
•when planted. Of Nurseries within the Comity^ 
and extent of Sales. Price of Timber, and state 
of it in the County. 

Planting has only been attended to as orna- 
mental, and is confined to demesnes, but gene- 
rally executed in such a manner, as to ensure 
both profit and beauty. Many parts of the county, 
particularly in the barony of Afmagh, are highly 

decorated 



OF THE COUNTY OF ARMAGH, rn 

decorated with both old and new timber ; orchards 
are numerous with the small farmers, though from 
an unfortunate failure of fruit, for two or three 
successive seasons some years ago, many farm- ' 
ers, it is said to the number of two thousand, im- 
prudently rooted up their fruit trees, and quite 
spoiled a large district, which before was celebrated 
for the number and beauty of its orchards. 

I have already spoken very fully of the several 
species of trees, which are found in this county, 
and it is a happy reflection, that the attention of 
the gentry is much directed to the most profita- 
ble and agreeable pursuit of planting. 

The legislature have wisely held out encouragement 
to the tenantry to protect and encrease plantations^ 
and it will be found no less the interest of the 
landed proprietor to join his strenuousr efforts for 
the encrease of this source of national wealth, and 
tenfold more so will be his individual profit. 

Hedge-rows only are planted without success; 
screens and clumps are so expensive, that their 
security is a matter of such importance as to ensure 
their preservation; but hedge-rows are generally 
badly protected, and left to chance. Trees planted 
as quicks, at regular distances, and stuck in the 
)>reast of the ditch when the enclosure is making, 
and in every respect treated in the after manage- 
ment as the tboxA-quick, which should by all means 

b« 
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be planted with it f(Mr an after protetction, will b^ 
found a cheap and sifccessful mode of rearing trees ^ 
the whole should be protected by a fence of dead 
thorn, till the young quicks get up strong. 

A well established nursery, where sales are con-^ 
siderable, has been established near Armagh, and 
has furnished a great number of trees for the maniy 
djemesnes in the neighbourhood. Young trees are 
also sent for from a great distance. Many quicks are 
brought from Dublin, and often are greatly da- 
maged^ if not quite destroyed, in the care of slo* 
venly carriers, which makes them dear and expen- 
sive ; at present their prices are more than five times 
as high as they were a few years ago ; they now 
are sold in Dublin at one guinea per thousand. 

Prices of timber in the county are, on an average^ 
at, the following rates: 

Ash, - 3^. Sd. per foot. 

Deal, * 2^. ed. . , 

Oak, - 3^. 6d. to 5s. 

It is more usual to sell timber by the tree, which 
is valued as to apparent contents, for different uses 
in husbandry. 

Some dealers in timber have it ready sawed for 
the purposes of various implements^ for each of 
which there is a regular price. 



Timber 
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Timber for a car, about 20^* 0^. 

■ ■ for a plough, ^ €s. Od. 

■ for a harrow, .- 4^. 6(/. 

— TkttieTfrr } *• ■^ ^ '«• -'• 

A car will be made for three half-crowns, a plough 
for three shillings, and a harrow for two shillings ; 
a loom, when finished^ is rated as worth thirty shil- 
lings. 

On the whole, this county has a better appear- 
ance of wood than the oeighbouring counties, 
though pcriiaps p ossessing ]e0» Sormtt timber ; *but 
the number of small and neat enolbsards, together 
. with the numerous orchards, fut'nish a vi^W of wood^ 
which is iilteresting and 91'nauienlal; 

If gentlemen, who were disposed to plant, would 
superintend the culture of their trees in their own 
^rseties, they would soon bepome skilful plaiitor$, 
and aft their knowledge of the science encreafted, 
so would their fondnesi^for it; Tho expeni^ of a 
nursery is small and gradual, compared with the 
bills of trees purchased from^ seedsmen ; bendes, 
the success of those reared at home is more cei;- 
taioy and, where there is a feilure of a pl^nt, it 
Cfui be ]»<»€ oonvemently replaced, 



Prcmiufns 
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Premiums aijudged hy the Dublin Society, for 
planting in the county of Armagh^ since the 
year 1786, where security has been given to pre^ 
serve the same for ten years from the date of 
the grant. 



To whom. 



Richard Jackson, 

Joh^ Ogle, juD. 
Hugh M'DoweL 



For what. 



t.nclosing plan- 
tations, 
ditto 
ditto. 



^ 




M 




h 


o 


^ 


a 


•C 


1786 


lO 


.791 


IC 


'795 



SftcTS. 22y 23| & 24. Quantity of Bog ; possibi- 
lity and means of impromng it; obstacles to it, 
and be^t means of removing them. 



My readers who are acquainted with this county 
must well know, that the quantity of bog is insuffi- 
cient for the general supply of fuel, Irom the cir- 
cumstuice of its being unequally distributed, and 
the immensity requiired for the numerous bleach- 
mills. In many parts of Armagh, turf bog is of a 
more certain revenue^ than the b^t land could 
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yield, by many times over. Our attention should 
irather be to encrease than to reduce its contents, 
until another source of fuel is resorted to fdr the 
linen manufacture. 

In the first chapter, and sixth section, under the 
bead Bog and Moor, the process of converting worn 
or cut-out bog to grass is fully described ; and this 
can be effected to great profit, and with small ex- 
pence, after it has yielded the supply- of fuel. 

Of waste land, the small portions in Armagh are 
only to be seen in the mountains, which are gra- 
dually improving. Opening roads, building cot- 
tages, and furnishing lime at ah easy rate, with a 
small rent proportionable to the value of improve- 
ments made by the tenant for a certain number of 
years, would soon bring these regions into civiliza- 
tion and profit. These districts have already tlie 
advantage of good markets within their reach ; and, 
if only roads were opened, they would repay the 
proprietor amply, and ensure to hiin a revenue, 
where there is scarcely any thing now yielded. 
- Many parcels of land, which by liming would be 
made equal to twenty or thirty shillings per acre in 
a few years, do not now yield three, or, in some 
places, even one shilling per acre. Long leases, at 
a fair rent, would here ensure valuable improve- 
ments. 

Sects, 
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Sects. 25, 26* Habits of Industry ^ cr want of 
Industry among the People. — The use of tbo 
English Language^ whether general^ or how far 
encr easing? 

The people of this county cannot be charged 
with want of industry. If they are ever out of 
worky it is certainly to be attributed to the want of 
employment. No surer proof of industry is re- 
quired, when a man, who can at times earn fire 
shillings a day at his trade from peculiar cireum- 
i^tances^ will work with the same diligence, when 
perhaps he cannot earn eighteen-pence a day. In- 
dustry, not idleness, is the charaoteristic of the peo- 
ple ; and, when trade is dull, they seek employment 
in the fields. The nature of the linen manufacture 
must always ensure an industrious race ; for so much 
work can be performed by childr^s, that they ari^ 
more early employed in this line, than it has hitherto 
been thought worth while in agricultural pursuits* 

The English tongue has long been the general 
language of the county, and is firmly established. 



Sect. 
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Sect. 27. Account of Towers^ Castks^ MonasU^ 
Ties, Ancient BuHdings, or places remarkable for 
any historical event. 

In the Baronial Survey, ttiirteenth chapter, a par- 
ticular description of antiquities tiriil be given, 
where they exist, whether of Pagan origin, whicli 
have not yet been noticed, or erected, since the aerat 
of Christianity, fbr military or ecclesiastical pur- 
poses, and also any remarkable traditions, which will 
apply locally. The ancient religious houses of the 
county will be treated of in the Appendix. 



Sect. 28. Churches — Resident Clergy-^GlcbeSy and 
Glebe Houses. 

These subjects are already reported in the third 
Motion of the first chapter, and may be agaia v^ 
isrred to in the thirteenth chaptei^ occasionaUy* 



Sect. 
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S£CT. 29. Whether the Counttf has been actually 
surveyed i when; and whether the Survey is\puh- 
lishedf 

A PAHTiAL survey (^ Armagh h shewn in the 
Dowa Survey, wd so far has been found acccurate, 
and well laid down. A map of this ^qunty was pub- 
lished by J. Rocque, in 1760, which was not con- 
sidered correct. . In this map are plans of Armagh 
city, and the town of Newry. 

Another map of the county, from actual survey, 
was presented to the Grand jury in the year 1778, 
by Messrs. William and Conyngham M^Crea, which 
was the labour of three years. This map, and also 
Rocque's,' hang in the Grand-jury-room. M^Grea's 
survey was made by the joint and voluntary sub- 
scription of the gentlemen of the county, whose 
names, and the respective sums contributed, are 
mentioned in the map. As there is but so precarious 
a tenure as a single manuscript for the large sums 
subscribed by the gentlemen of the county, and as 
they are sensible of the merit of the wor]c, it is surely 
their interest to get it engraved, that being the only 
m^ans of preserving so valuable a record. The 
new roads^ made since the survey was tsdken, should 

be 
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be first laid down^ and other improvements might 
also be adopted. 



Sects. 30, $1. Weights and Measures^ liquid and 
dry; in what instances are Weights assigned /or 
Measures f or vice versa f — The Weight or Measure^ 
hy which Grain, Flwr, Potatoes, Butter, Sic. 
are sold. 

Liquors are all sold by wine measure, as are all 
liquids. The sealed Irish gallon contains 211.6 
cubic inches. 

Oatmeal is sometimes sold by measure, in retaiU 
ing small quantities in markets, as also are pota- 
toes; but potatoes sometimes are sold by the sack in 
bulk, which must be against the purchaser, as doubt- 
less the seller knows the contents of his own sack. 

The corn-stone has 14 pounds avoirdupois. 
The wool-stone, 16 ditto. 
The feather-stone, 16 ditto. 
The flax-stone, - 14 ditto. 
The tallow-stone, 16 ditto. 

The barrel of com varies in its number of stones 
in different parts of the county ; but, as the corn is 
always sold by the stone, it is of no account. 

i 

The 
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The barrel of Barley containa geiisralljr 16 ftones. 

Wheat, • - .- 20 

Potatoes, from 24 to - 32 

Oats, kiln^dried, - 12 

— ~, raw,. * - 14 

Malt, - - - - 12 . 
Bran, « r» « •> 6 

Hides and butter are sold by the hundred of 112 
pounds ; coals by the ton of eight barrels ; lime by 
the barrel of thirty-three gallons. 



Sect. 32. Of Mines within the County. 

The only, foioes withia the coun^ty, yet dis- 
covered, ^e of lead', and ;^re in the vicinity of 
Keady, a small towa six miles west of Armagh* 

This mine is on the estate of the college of Dub- 
lin ; the lands are held by the Earl of Farnham ; the 
late Earl expended largesums in sinking and work- 
ing it, but made' no profit of it. It is rather won- 
derful, and indeed proves the value of these mines, 
that he was not a considerable loser, as he had no 
active partner to superintend work^ imder ground, 
which he himself never saw. Since his death, the 
present Earl has discontinued the workp, which his 

father 
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father advised him to do, until he should have an 
active partner, or a good tenant. The vein is so rich 
and abundant, it would be well worth the notice 
of the monied adventurer, and might prove of in« 
finite service to this part of the country. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XT. 



LIVE STOCK. 



Sect. 1. Homed Cattle. 

MR.BROWNLOW, of Lurgan, has introduced 
the polled breed of cows, and a bull; but there 
has not hitherto been any emulation amqngst the 
gentry in the breed of homed cattle. 

The horned cattle of this country are light, sel- 
dom exceeding three or four hundred weight, but 
the choice is made for milk, rather than for feeding ; 
and, as the greater quantum of the milk is intended 
for the use of the family, and not for sale for dairy 
purposes, it is their business to select that strain of 
cattle, which gives the greatest quantity, without re- 
gard to any extraordinary richness in the quality of 
the milk. 

It is doubtless well ascertained, that the Leices- 
tershire and other breeds of horned cattle will fattea 

to 
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to a greater size, and in less time, on the same pas- 
ture, than our native breed. It is also asserted, that 
the quality of their milk is richer than that of our 
native breed, and it is not disputed but the Irish 
icow yields more milk than the English, However^ 
without venturing an opinion on this point, which is 
not generally admitted, it must be allowed, that the 
milk of the Irish cow is rich enough for the food of 
man. In this county it is ohly the redundancy of 
dairy produce which goes to market; and though 
the quanttim iirom each ferqa is 'small, yet in the 
aggj-egate it is very considerable. 

The milcb cows of this county, on an average, 
do not yield in summer more than ten quarts pec 
day, and about two jn winter ; for eight weeks after 
calving rather more,^ and iEor soi^e weeks before 
springing much less. 

The' stock for feeding ave chosen for bulk and 
bone, rather than for neatness^ as feeders nsake most 
profit of the weightiest, cattle. . 
. So little ground can be spared for pasture, that 
the .cow cannot yield the sufficienoy of milk she 
might produce, if she was better fed« ; It is a copn^. 
mendable aniusement for gentlemen to introduce a 
good breed of cattle ; but, in the present occupation 
of this county, it cannot turn out to their advantage 
for the use of the country, as they would not repay 
the high rate they should be purchased at. The 
IT hardy 
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hardy race of native stocks are better calculated 
for the scanty pastures; it ia, only in demesoes 
that a suiBcient supply of food can be fiirnished 
for weighty cattle. This sul^ect has also been con*' 
s^lered in the second and. third sections of tU 
^ghth cha(>ter. . 

, * • . 

i Sect. 2, : florse^. 

ti Hwsiy are but very^seldtaii/bved in tim.i^Hntyi 
Indeed the high price. Of' It^ i^iUtftlegi against.por* 
tn^im^ any of it. to .so precarious a purpose. asdbroiod 
wmfeg»; they am fr^jpmt^ ptfrchfued^ at : tJbree 
ymuB' oULf fwtimi <ioaufLnghi or. FenntoM^ : 4«saleiiaL 
Tbitoe wioA in^ esi^maulioni are' nimble and ^titef 
short-legged, and firmly put tojpetber;. they am 
Wd»k«l too eariy, oftentimBa'at two yeal:s dd^ and, 
being pnvcbased for spring work^ are. iokoet diea 
than at other seasons. .When, the soivhig season k 
ftnished^ they are conacdered mdior sm incnmbraii^ey 
Md Will bi» w^ 8^. if they bring the ociginal .pitm 
ehaaa-mmei^, tbw work repayiag their jn^mgenance* 
They are prnthasad, after the qpriog woiL^ bgr 
deatetS) wh^ are Tendeatg^ in the neighbrndiDod^ 
add fhtted far the fturs by an unwhplesome hu^ 
process^ and badly broke for the saddio* i havb/m 
another plaoe^ r^K^rted Ale b«rbanties praoiisefl ad 

this 
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this noble animal^ and the tricks which jockeys will 
impose on unwary buyers. 

There is not a greater proportion of horses to til- 
lage in Armagh, than one to every ten acres for the 
uses of tillage ; but a number of horses are kept for 
the saddle for the linen btrsiness, and many moreen 
the speculation of a profit in their s&.le, which is a^ 
ftrourabie trade with ahnost all descriptions of peb-* 
pie inthis coutityi 

The hatdlest bfeed of horses \^c!i they have is 
tJie Scotch poiley, which fbr ev^ry purpose is excel- 
fent; and^ very eaisiii^ fed ; hi^ cost, at fairs, from five 
pounds to seven guineas. He appears clumsy, 6rom 
die cbntinual' roughness of his/ coat, and very long^ 
hairs; but, on a minute examination, he isawelU 
fbrmed' aifimalj with gr6at. strength of sinew ; and, 
wheiif he Has been weff kept, is, perhaps, stronger 
dt fburyestrs old riiaii atiy other horse of his weight 
cr age. Hia: cdimt ii frequency dark' iron gt^^ 
with lafge reddl^ spdt^, biaek, i]M>td^d diit<, anfd' 
ftw or none with while hairs* 

The gentry in Artnatgh are extremely well* 
moinnted ; but their best botses afrfe not bred ill the 
obunty, and are bought in at very high pricfes, 

T?ie native IriA gtxrr&ny with blender bone^ and 

remarkable for speed' and Ifardhaess, arfe reared in 

thor mountainous ' districts. They are mostly in use 

about Ncwry, tod od thd borders of Mdna^an 

county. 

u 2 Sect. 
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Sect. 3, Sheep. 

I DO not learn that this has ever been a sheep, 
county, ; indeed, from the earliest recollection, it has 
been in nearly the like occupation as at this day. The 
sheep, whicK are natives, are very coarse and xnis*. 
shapen, and are both with and without horns ; they 
are of a light weight, and their wool is coarse, ba^ 
when brought down to richer pastures, the wool 
improves surprisingly. . t 

. Sheep-feeding is not pursued by the small farmer.^ 
The wealthy bleacher and man of fortune stock their, 
demesnes with a breed, which are reared in- Cp^^ 
xmught, and yield a pretty tolerable supply for the 
markets in the neighbouring towns, after their own 
consumption. Their mutton is generally killed at 
froqi three to four years o^, and will average 
eighteen pounds per quarter; the small horned 
breed deven; those latter fat the soonest. The 
small farmer often buys a few sheep before bearing, 
time, and will as t]uickly as possible dispose of them,, 
after they have yielded the fleece. If he has a clover 
crop, he finds his account in it, and sells the sheep to 
a great profit^ besides having the fleece. Average 
weight of the fleece of Connaught sheep, kept over 

^ and 
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and shorn in this county, six pounds ; of native breed, 
five pounds. 

Sheep bought^ in for winter feeding, at 25l. per 
score, will sell out in spring on an average of a 
guinea profit per sheep. The profit will be greater,' 
if the ewe and lamb are purchased in spring ; the 
lamb will be sold in the latter end of summer, fat, 
and the ewe is held over on aftergrass till spring, or 
sometimes sold out at Christmas. 



Sect. 4^ Goats. 

The milk of this animal, whose food is never 
takeii into account, is equal to one fourth of v the 
cow's milk, but richer, and is very M^holesome. 
They are usually confined on the tops of ditches, 
where they browse, and in a curious manner: A line 
of jack-cord is stretched rather slack, for the given 
distance of about ten yards, and confined by a stake 
or branch at either end, passing through a ring of 
iron of about an inch diameter, which is made fast 
to the goat's horn by a cord, which passes through a 
hole drilled through the horn ; by this means the 
goat cannot leave the top of the ditch, and has a 
pretty good extent to browse on. Goats are nu- 
merous, an(j quite at their liberty on the mountains. 

When 
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"^jirheD they rear tbe kid^ she is allowed to stay with 
her dam during the day only. The moming^s milk 
i^ for the family^s use. Many of the poorest families 
are supplied with all the milk they ponsunie by thin 
mdst useful animcol. 



. S^CT. 5. JSogs. 

The breed of this county is quite of the common 
kind ; but Mr. Brownlow, of Lurgan, has introduced 
a breed of pigs from Berkshire, which will doubtless 
be of the greatest service to his tenantry, and the 
county at large. This breed will fatten to from 
three hundred to four hundred weight usually, an4 
are easily reared. 

The native breed are narrow, long legged, with 
sharp snouts, and are long in the sides ; indeed 
this last point is their only perfection. The Berk- 
shire boar will greatly corrpct their deformity. 

The Chinese breed is preferred by the gentry, 
but they are least profitable ; though they are easily 
kept, and fatten very soon, ye^ they are never 
weighty. The Berkshire are as prolifip, and many 
times niore profitable for market. 

Young pigs now average half a guinea per head; 
^hey were lately so high as a guinea ^ach. 

Pork 
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Pork varies fi?oin iL to $1, per iwHidred weights 
N^ry is the gi?eat marki^t foe the sale of p^»i 
tbeir price varies with that of potatoes, M^kich ar^ 
their constant food. 



Ssqr. 6. Mabhiis. 

There is no established warren turned to profit 
in the cotinty, that I have heard of. Stragglers are 
picked up in the ditches by poachers, and are 
hawked through the towns ; the flesh is sold at from 
ten^pence to eighteen-pence per pair. Rabbit- 
burrows are sometimes protected by me gentry, 
but the stock soon become numerous and mis- 
chievous to an extreme, and are with difficulty 
banished. 



Sects. 7, 8. Potdtryj Pigeons. 

Where the cottages are so numerous, a great 
quantity of poultry must be reared. There is a 
good demand for fowl of all kinds, which are sold 
at a good price. Some poultry dealers ramble 
through the country with cribs, and purchase for- 
ward barn-door fowl for Dublin market, but th^ 

profit 
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profit cannot be much, as the demand at home is sq 
considerable. These speculators generally purchase 
their stock after th^ poultry have had the range of 
the stubbles. 

l^rge flocks of geese are bred in the mountains, 
turkeys in the interior, which are always sold tp ibfi 
gentry when pouts; average price, from three tq 
four shillings per couple; geese, two shillings and 
eiigbt-pence per couple; barn-door fowl^ twenty- 
pence per couple ; chickens, from eight-pence to 
sixteen-pence per couple. Eggs are scarce, there 
is so great a demand ; they seldoni sell for less than 
nine-pence per dozen. 

The wild-fowl, which are found in th^s county, 
have already been mentioned in the first chapter and 
eighth section ; there are no regular prices for them, 
nor are they often exposed for sale, v Pigeons are 
no article of profit in the county, but rather of mis- 
chief ; they furnish a supply for the gentleman'^ 
table, and a,re kept as pe!;s only in farmeiro hoi^ses. 



Sect. 9. Bees. 

Ai^THouGH ^e Dublin Society have offered prcr 
miun;is for the preservation pf bees in the winter^ 
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ypt in this county the premium has not been sought for, 
though there is a great emulation amongst the notable 
l^qusewives in keeping over stocks and feeding them* 
The bees are suffocated about the pionth of Optp* 
be^, and i^bqut thr-ee stoqks in ten are preserved 
through the winter ; a hive of honey will sell for 
from ten shillings to ^ guinea, or more, but mead 
19 not as muqh manufactured as formerly, indeed 
scarcely at all in any considerable <}uantity or for 
sale. The stqdy and management of bees, which 
formerly engaged so much attention, is now quite 
neglected ; "in the mountains they have the greatest 
number of stocks, and thqir hives are filled so rsir 
pidly from the sweet-scented herbage, which this 
district affords, that they frequently h^-ve two ri- 
sers or soaps under them, before the stock is taken ; 
these hives will sometimes weigh 40lb, or even 60lb, ; 
they never suffer more than the second swarm from 
the same stock, which they prevent by rising the 
hive. A hive of bees will sell for from fifteen to 
twenty shillings, ^nd any quantity of them can he 
purchased about this rate. 

I^ has been recommended by the Dublin Society 
to remove the bees to a northern aspect in winter, 
to prevent their rambling in a gleam of sun-shine^ 
after which the ^ojd so benumbs theip;^ that they can- 
not 
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not return home and perish on the way. I have 
understood from a gentleman, who tried the expe^ 
riment, that it proved fatal to the stock, and that 
those only, who had the warmest aspect and best 
shelter, were the soonest to swarm. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 



C£N£«IAL OBSERVATIONS. 



THIS county raises provisions sufficient for beir 
supply, and has a redundancy particularly, of wheat 
and oats to spare. 

A sufficiency of flax is raised in the county for 
the manufacture, but no seed is saved, which it is 
idle to say is not practicable, as it is generally sup^ 
posed that from such flax fine yarn capnot be 
spun ; but in Flanders, where the finest laces a«e 
made, we have the best authority, that the seed 
of all their flax is indiscriminately saved. The seed, 
which might be saved from an acre of flax, would 
average 10/. value ; how great then must be the loss 
to the nation, that they import all they use ? 

There is riot a sufficiency of turf fuel in the county 
hr its manufactures^ and culinary purposes. 

This 
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This county has a capability of improvement to 
yield the farmer double produce by housing his 
stock, and converting his sorry pasture into green 
crop culture. 

A great saving of labour and horses' work might 
be made by altering the construction of plouglis and 
barrows, arid by remedying their defects. 

The dangerous hills on the public roads might 
be cut off by changing the roads occasionally to 
the valleys, and in many pafts^ where the roads 
are composed of decayed argiHite, they might be 
repaired with limestone, which would be lasting, 
and though more expensive for the present, on ac- 
count of the distance, would ultimately be cheaper 
as being so much the more durable material. 

The want of capital is less severely felt here than 
in any county .of Ireland. The heavy discount be- 
tween bank notes and guineas is an oppressive tax 
on the linen trade. Landed proprietors make no 
profit of the specie, in which their rents are paid j 
their agents only are the gaine.rs. 

On the whole, the morals a^nd manners of the 
people are superior to those of the other provinces of 
Ireland, and, generally speaking, they enjoy more of 
the comforts of life, and exhibit a considerable sharQ 
pf public spirit and independence. 

PART 
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PART. III. 

BARONIAL SU&VtY INCLUDING THE ANTIQUITIJSS 
PF THE COUNTX. 



Preliminary Observations* 

HAVING generally detailed the several matters 
of enquiry, in which some regard has bdfen paid to the 
iiatiiral history, as well as to the rural and political 
ceconomy of the county, I shall, in the following 
sections, consider each barony distinctly, in which 
the present state of the towns, and the ornamental 
iftiprovements of demesnes, will be mentioned. 

Were this work now presented to the public com* 
pletely perfect, this matter might certainly have 
been better introduced under the several heads aU 
ceady considered, which embrace almost every sub- 
ject of enquiry, but^ a^ it is only offered as the 

groimdwork 
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groundwork or plan whereon a perfect statistical 
survey may be founded^ it cannot therefore be too 
minute ; under general reports it is very difficult to 
detect error ; but, where the detail b given locally, 
there every reader, who is acquainted with the vi* 
cinity described, can at onee discover omissions, 
and rectify mistakes. It is therefore for the more 
particular reference to each barony, and the ac- 
commodation of his readers, that the author per- 
severes in that mode, which he has adopted in the 
several surveys he has already submitted to the 
public, and which plan has been approved of by 
the Dublin Society. 



Sect. 1. Barom/ of Armagh. 

Taia barony ia justly entitled to pfeeminetMe in 
tbe. county, whether it be oonaidered as to the su^ 
perior quality of its soil, its greater. population,, i«' 
4s bwkg the s^t of the metropolia of the Dounly. 

The toil is limestone,, sund it abounds with nu«- 
merous quarries of this valuable fossil ; tlie lands 
are in good heart, the encdosurea in exceUeat order^ 
and the fidds judiciouriy divMed!. in proportion tof 
the siae of the farma; the hedgesare of wiwteitbcKn^. 
the country is thickly cropped^ and ttie whole anS' 

face 
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£use dii^y$ a qIosq nt^ighhoiirkQQd of heat and 
comfortable cottages. 

, Ap[^roaichu^ tlie city o£ Avm&gh from the west- 
iw^d^ or &Qm ^he boj|Qdts.o£ Monaghasi county, 
^ pilospetK: is enru^dr wjtb a<conatderaj[>ie q»aE«tity 
atplmWwury 0n> tberJicontbi^ 4ro the, ittipnovjem^niB 
^ Gluslouigh deme^ne^ witbt these of the £arl of 
Caledon, which extend iato this county; from 
Jhence. tor'di^ vkiaity oF Killylteigh i^Ulage^ as far 
a»tb0 9^9 can i^9^h^ thot stuifa^Gr kbaniitifuliy un^ 
dulAtcd;^ and the. small coukal bills have tb^r mmr 
wiiM crotwoed with dkunpe of forest trees, and eyer- 
fxe&^s lAixes^ new im|NQOPenientis, vq stxikiogly in^ 
4»ce^rig to the tfkreller,; aa ht. a^siproacbes tKiward« 
the mtoaor^ and conveor a cbiedicfidi happy nftpear- 
bncoc 

\'. 1^18 fine; raogecf country., iadudifig i\» neait 
^esMsne of EJm-park^ isin theipofi^eMion of IhUiert 
Jtftxwall,! Esq. and) ^m a {[ceat e;ute&t of beda^ 
the>pM>perty of the Re?!. Henry Maxwell, wid. John 
Maxwell, Esq. The resickticfi of Ehn^park is low^ 
ahd faeaiiufully sursouodjed with pltotations, which 
ase iarranged ^vith very judlQioua taste. 

The y^agQ of JSiUyleagh consists of but one 
ibng stneet^. whkh \^ very tedious, as it stands on 
a very steep hiU ; the houses are well buik of lime 
and i^Boe^ with a* deaa and neat exterior* This 
viUage is not cemarkajble fcit any trade, but on the 

last 



\ 
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last Friday in each mont^ a fair is held^ principally 
attended by dealers in horses. 

From hence, as we Hj^roach the city of Armagh^ 
the soil, though still limestone^ yet changes to k 
purple hue; from Monaghan bounds to this viciuit^ 
it is of a whitish colour, more easily becomes cal^ 
cined, and is of a much more clilcareous quality 
than the reddish lime-^stone* 

If its value in this respect is diminished, it is 
however considerably advanced in another instance^ 
as it now approaches to a species of marUe> and, 
the nearer we approach' Armagh, this fossil appeals 
of a beautiful and excellent quality, and has a 
greater variety of shade and colour; the prevail*- 
ing hue is of a reddish brown, and not unlike Egyp- 
tian marble in the dispersion of its small blots and 
patches ; the cross lines and dendrites are of a lively 
ahade, and are strongly marked. Another species 
of marble found here is of a yellow ground ^ and the 
dendrites are of a deep red ; a third kind is of a 
dusky brown, but takes the finest polish, and isfaint-> 
iy streaked with white v^eins, which are generally 
circular ; and a fourth species has a ruddy hue, 
streaked and spotted with both yellow and white ; 
the several kinds of this fossil, which are found in 
this county, are ranked, under that description, 
which mineralogists call plum-pudding marble^ from 
its resemblance to it in its patches. Many of the 

chimney^ 
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•himney-pieces in Armagh^ and indeed for several 
, miles around, are of this native marble, but few of 
them display the hand of a masterly artist. 

On the Blackwater river, which is the boundary 
of this Qounty from that of Tyrone, stand two* 
towns, which are both in this barony, viz. Charle- 
mont, and Blackwater-4:own. They are remarka- 
ble as to the pleasantness of their situation, but 
have no respectable trade. The former town is 
connected by the bridge with the Moy, which has 
both a post and fair, but it is situate in the county 
of Tyrone. Until the act of Union ^ Charlemont 
was a borough town, in the patronage of the Earl 
of Charlemont, and returned two members to par* 
liament; it is governed by a portrieve, and has 
V also a military governor on the staff, with a barrack 
for three companies of foot. From this town th« 
£eumly of Caulfield take the title of Earl. 

The Blackwater river forms a very beautiful and 
grand feature along the boundary, flowing between 
spacious and fertile banks, which are partially co- 
vered with plantation. This fine water first comes 
in view near the town of Caledon, as we approach 
from Monaghan borders, and from the handsome 
bridge, which here crosses the river ; the pros- 
pect is from either side very interesting, whether 
we look to the highly improved demesne of Lord 
Caledon^ which extends to the bridge^ or down the 

X river 
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river towards Armagh, tvliere ttie country is 8& 
fertile and ornamented with capital inclosures ; th^ 
whole line of road froni Glaslough to Caledbn is 
very pleasing, comprisii^g the finest views of Glas- 
lough and Caledon demesnes. In 'this point of view, 
Caledon-house stands to great advantage, 6n A ve^y 
elevated site, and exhibits a model of beautiful BtA 
'modern architecture. 

All this country, which I liave described, yieldi 
the finest wheat crops. 

The only town or village west of Armagh, and al; 
about six miles distance. Is Keady, where ttiete fe 
little else to recomme^id it, in its present ^tate, ittah 
a very good churcti. Its natural situation is favour- 
able, having a fine streain, the river 'Calleii, Wter- 
secting the town. On this water ar6 riuifieroti 
Weach-greens and mills, iFrom tence to Ai'magh'J 
this appearance of wealth and commerce is very en- 
gaging, and the biisy scenes on these banks kre en* 
livened with many ornamental improvements. Tbib 
bleach-greens of Messrs. Holmes are the most con- 
siderable in the district. The river Callen flo\^s bcf- 
tween lofty baiiks, contiguous 'to thfe village df 
Keady, or rather In a d6ep and narrow gjien; ih 
these banks are indications of several ininetals, sb 
lead-ore,* manganese, and ochres. 

The Earl of Farnham is proprietor o^ the very 
rich lead mines^ which the late Earr worked e^t^n- 

«vely, 
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m^lji near Ke^dy. Samples of thi^ ore ure in tha 
Dublin Society*s museum* 

Tbe country in. this vicinity, towards Monaghan, 
i$ wild and rude, but reclaiming fast. Land, within 
tbe$^ fifte^fi years past, has nearly doubled in valuer 
apd is now s^ at the average rate of sixteen shil< 
lipgi^ per lacre, though without limestone; it had 
be^. Within the memory of the present age, almost 
ijlia heajfc^ aad absolute waste. ' 

fife city of Armagh stands on very high ground, 
\jx tlji^e midst of ^ finely improved and beautiful 
C|9iint)^y. The river Callen flows at the foot of tha 
biU, just ^o^ tihe town, on its passage to the. 
3^c1uv;ater river, ixito whijdh it is discharged near 
Cbar^mont. 

fl}e cathedral, which h on the sumpiit of the hill, 
lias a commanding sfite^ an^ is a conspicuous object 
fi,t ^ consi()ers^l^le ^^i^ti^jice. This edifice conimandp 
our attention, whet^r we ^onsi^er its antiquity, €f 
itjs {preeminence, as being the metropolitan church 
of Ireland. 

This church is said to have been originally built 
of willows, or wattles, like most of the primitive 
ichi^'ches, before the use of stone and jmortar bi)ild« 
i|)g was kqpwn ; fropi %h»we it was nam^d Drum* 
saileeh, or, the chi»roh built of wUIows; or Ard^ 
vailech, the high pldce of willows: but Ware says 
this name refers to the vicinity of the town, which 
x2 was 
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was crowded with willows growing on the banks of 
the river Callen.* 

Such was the state in i^hich it was, when St 
Patrick here fixed his see, Anno 445, and was the 
first bishop. This bill, or rising ground, being 
granted to him by Daire, a chief of the adjacent 
country, he changed the name of the place to Ard- 
magh, or the high place or plain. St. Patrick f 
founded the abbey for the regular order of August 
tinian canons,^ Anno 457, which he dedicated to the 
apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, and which, for se^ 
veral centuries, was the most celebrated school for 
thedogy in Christendom, and, during the middle 
ages, was not only much resorted to by the natives, 
but also by the Anglo-Saxons from Britun. There 
existed another good reason for this plaee having 
been choseh by St. Patrick for the founding of his 
metropolitan see ; as a royal residence is recorded 
lo have stood in this neighbourhood, and also a 

famous 

* This part of the river was aoted for beiog the spot, 
where King Nial was drowned, who was succeeded by Ma- 
lachi the first. 

t See Ware's account of the bishops of the see $ and See 
Jocelyn, the La^ashire monk, in his Life of St. Ftitrick, 
.chap. 165. ^ He placed his archbishop's see in the same 
*' city, designing it for the primacy, metropolis, and mia^ 
<< tress of all Ireland." And chap. 166; " He built the 
^< metropolitan church of Ardmagh for the good of souls, 
<< and for the good of that city and the whole kiogdoou" 
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famous city, the ca{>ital of Ulster, which was 
called Eamhaim, or Eaoiania, derived from ac^ 
hmm^ue, which signifies, the poteat or noblf cit^. 
It was said to have been founded by a Scotch piincei 
above two ceuturies before Christj and was sacked 
aod burned by Caibre Liffechar, a chief of Cofi- 
naught, in the fourth century.* 

St. Patrick, after having remained for tev^ years 
in the primacy, resigned it to St. Benignus, and 
lived, in private, to see it descend to three succes- 
sors, all of whom he nominated. He died on the 
17th of Afttrd), 492, i^|i4 was buried in^ the county of 
Down, 

The reader who is curious to trace his successoss^ 
the bishops of Ardmagh, will find them recorded ia 
Ware, with some curious historical annals, down to 
1678^ when Michael BoylQ was in that year trans* 
lated to Armagh ; and another list of the archbishc^ 
of this see will be found in Beatson's Political Index^ 
to the enthronement, of Doctor Richard Bpbinsoi^ 
in 1765, who was afterwards Lord Rokeby, and 
whcfio mupificence to the see aud town of Armagh 
^ill record his memory to the latest posterity. Vis 
Lordship's successor was Doctor William Neww 
come? who was succeeded by hisGrac^the present 

Primate^ 

* Colgan says the mlos of diis city were staading in hia 
times Mr. O'Connor places^ itt building 953 ytsis before 
Chijit%; 



•Primate^ the Honorable and ReV^end I>ocl3Mr ^iV% 
Kam Stuart^ Who nuiiibereth the .hundt*ed and fifth 
bish«ip df Armagh. 
A ihoaartery was btiilt 'fa«r([^ 1^ St. C^^IKiotla, 

' ^Antio 6IO5 i^icb) with the town, wa^ wearty cctti- 
tomeid by fire, in the y^ars 610 and 6^7, and was 
frequently plundered by tbe Danes, ^ inh^^atfts 
massacred, and the hckAs, recordis, knd treasures 
carried off by those freebobters, whk^hhas be^n an 
irreparable loss to the ciVi} and ee'clesk^i^l hiirt^y 
and antiquities of Trel^nd. 

In the year 1013, the bodies ^ itfng ^rian 
Boromh, and his son Murchaid, with the heads of his 
nephew Corioing, and of Prince Mothlan his ally, 
who were slain at the battle of Cloritarf, hear Ihib- 
lih, were removed to the cathedral of Armagh from 

* the monastery of Swords, where they had been 
turied for five years. As this monarch and Ms <k-» 
inily bad beeti liberal benefactors to this sec, titfy 
were interred whh great ponip. The king Mlfaielf 
was buried in'a stone coffin oh the north side of the 

'church; and Murchaid, and 4;be heads of Conoing, 

^ and Prince Mothlan, on the south ade, 

-The archblsh^priok of Ardiagh was rstt consti« 

*tuted till the year 1 I4g, when tt tJie satoie time 'were 
the others of Dublin, Cashel, and Tuam, by Car* 

j^n^l Papiriojj wbo was ^nttb Ireland by, Itop^ 
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bjsl^ps^ a)>bQts> an4- states qf (:jbe kingdoj^), ,tp ,re- 
fignrq;^ fbe dbi^a^ i^hich Jb^ crept into the church , 
df8ci|4viQ, 

This cat^edr%l was jofltea bjurned from intestine 
CjcpjDciotio^^.and^ , on being rebuilt, was always en-* 
l*f^®^> particularly by. Patrick; Scaiilan, Apnp 13J62, 
^9 was then bishop. Ilis successpr, Nicholas 
Sjplessa, fid4ed .^eyeral valuable giftjs, bestowed his 
lu^^or qf X)ro(xu^kia to the s^e, ^i^ chained his^ 
i^gfkor qi Tion\9n£eqkin .]v|th t\v:enty marks ?innually 
tgfrairdi^ tbfiieQl^gc^n^efit of the e,difiQe. 
, TJae #ee fjf A^n^a^ yyfs yalugd in the king's, 
Ifooks, in, jitn extent taken in the aotb of Kfenry VIII, 
Bf^vl^Llls, 5j^(i. Iri3^ jpaoney;^ but, by an extent 
returned in the 15th of James I,, it is valiied at 400/. 
j^ Mn^{p>. §n^ pays .so mucb first fruits. It is 
r«bte4 to b(S at prefsent worth 8000/. per annum. 

The dignitariesare t|)e Dj^anj^ Chanter, Chance^-. 
1^^ Tr^asprj^r, and .^rchdeacon. Of the vicars 
qbQr^ ft^ .two priests^ one of whom was added by 
PijURUkte ]^([^l:sb, Anno 1703. .In 1-730, Primfite 
L^sfky pF9cured a charter to encreaise the vicars 
choral to eight, and expended 4000/. in the ^pur-- 
<^&|e of property to encrease the estate of the choir. 
There is also an organist attending on the cathedral 
service. The choir is reputed, to be sopwior to any 
ip Ireland, and its discipline is most particularly at^ 
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Th^ ^the4ral, in its present shape, represents th^ 
figure of a cross ; from the point of intersection a 
square tower is raised*^ from which hranch off, air 
tight angles, the four compartipents of the eatbe^ 
dral. The elevation of the tower is well propo^-' 
tioned to the height of the roof,* and would ba 
pomplete if a steeple was raised on it, which was 
intended, when the general repair was given to the 
cathedral by Primate Robinson 3 but, by the ob- 
stinacy of the architect, in opposition to the opinion 
of Lord Rokeby, the walls of the old tower were* 
built on, which were afterwards fbund not equal to 
the support of a steeple, having failed in several 
places, which occasioned the fiqishin|; of t^e towep 
in its present form. 

Within the aisles of the cathedral are some Bttonn-! 
inents ; amongst the best executed is that of DoctoF 
Drelincourt, who was cjean of this see. An exten-* 
sive burial-ground surrounds the cathedral, whicji is 
enclosed with a very strong, though not a lofty waU) 
lind through it is made a very neat gravel walk^ 
approaching the cathedral from th^ f^veral m-f 
^rance§^ 

Th0 

^ This remark may appear errosooiu, if this edifice is only 
tie^^ed from the markct-pkqe en pastant^^ as it stands on \ 
very abrupt and bold hill, and, consequently, but a small 
part comes in view from the street* at its b^sCi but fr^fll 
without the to^irn it is seeo to great ^dva^ua^c^ 
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The city of Armagh is indebted to the spirited 
and munificcDt liberality of Primate Robinson, who 
was the foander, or rather the donor, of alt the ele- 
^nt public buildings, which it is so justly celebrated 
for, and of the rebuilding and planning the very ca- 
pital streets, which adorn it, and make it very supe* 
rior to all the inland towns in Ireland ; and, by the 
care of Lord Rokeby, the permanency of his en« 
dowments was secured by several acts of Parlia** 
ment obtidned for that purpose. From his Qraoe*s 
example, encouragement, and assistance, and very 
much indeed at his j>rivate expence, this most an« 
' ci^nt aity has been renovated into its present style of 
modern beauty, and its poUoe U managed by wise 
and strict regulations. 

After having given a general repair, with some 
additions of ornament, to the cathedral, Lord 
Rokeby's love of literature was displayed in found-* 
ing a library, which is a very handsome public 
building, and well designed for the purpose, which 
he filled with the most scarce and valuable store of 
books, of ancient and modern literature ; having be-» 
stowed on it a property, as a perpetual ftmd, for the 
encrease of the books, the repairs of the bouse, and 
the salary of a librarian, for whom are assigned a 
auite of very elegant apartments within the building. 
The revenue for this establishment is now a perpe-i 
lultyi and yi^W M02. p^ aniitiiQ, 

The 
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The obs(^vatory, which stands just without die 
towi^ is another edifice, o£ v^ry elegant appearange, 
whi<;h owes its existence to his Grace's caani£pexice# 
This he also endowed with a perpetual fund, wbipb« 
with the lands anne^ied to it, is worth 400/» per 
annum to the resident astronoroerj who ha^ ^ne 
lyiiartments, and a very elegant denn^sne. . The ob- 
servatevy s^tands on an eleyated site^ and is ^ell foX' 
nisb^ wjij^h ,tbe imost valuable and costly ins^tru* 
ipentSy ^which Jibii noble patron of the sqieac(^ fur* 
lUsJied at no less expeifcetban 3000/, . 
. JmmediatQi^ ojifiosite this beautiful bijiUding, and 
aft tbe base of a hill, or which it stands, his Gi^ace 
^ erected a spacious and regular edifice. for t^e en- 
dowed school of Armagh, which was laid dow^n on 
V) l^tge a scale, as |o acquire Ibe distinj^uishing ap- 
peUafim of the College . of . Armagh, which it has 
since retained. It may b^ proper to remark in tbia 
place, that even these extensive coQcerns inhere only 
a small part. of wbatJiisiLordsbip intended them to 
be ; his^great design was,.to erect a .university in tUs 
city, which should haA^e been on the most e^tensivs^ 
scale ;^^aiid all his improvements ^nd plans weKe.in* 
tended as tributai;y to this. gcand scheme. It was a 
ia^xmrite object with this g;ood primate, to ^ncou* 
rage literature and the sciences, which this va^t pro-' 
j^t iv'ould so amply provide for ; .but it was nece»« 
sary to have the ;v^»istapce of g^vf rnmc^^in this 

respect, 
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iiispeci, though 1i6 ii*emlefd, fcaid ^y^eieofti^ fits 
ta^dablte t^W»; to fali^6 dMAebt^d ifk (fm^ ^l^lb 
Ibf tatie t^^erd^ 1«» ^<ii^c^. lil^baleieie i(«^e 'the db. 
5<5critW!s of gbyefttttieftt to tMs jgreat iMttionacl benefit, 
te&7»dtd mit tiDfti^gctePj^ *nifte wilfcLANrd Rokcfby, 
Ifaftbdt^'h^Ii^^^^^i^oii %6 expect, th& ^Oe^ilm 
H^ iidt Vemdtte wiftii tbfey bright ^pwrt *. Aft* 
^ Icfftg Ttitervul, Lord Rofceby ut Ifetet cfespliired *itf 
Iteiiig kWe t6 iec Hs ftrworfte dbj^ct accdm^^fcfea ^ 
IWt, 4ii 'Of ier totiraras sfeftihfe It iflbait, lie bequ«aflidl 
% %fe Will 5000/. for Akt jAirpcwe, i*oV!dfea ^flit 
^Wn ^^s Adopted, ^nd tHfe fiirirt ^bne laid \MilliSti1iVe 
yeats after life dSec^a^e/ He toiicdveii 'that. Us »bfe 
left the mattfer io be adopted by the ^vfedonl'bfthfe 
legislature, which he could libthdvetJitedirectitoeif 
When *ih their bauds, it would be aiiatidfndl iiohcern, 
iiid ^ould require but stnte.ll indlvWod aid, '^B^hidh 
,^Jtica^6ned Ws •litbttfng hft bequfe§t'tb SO(M. msd 
hk'jitdject hei/tt i^ojJted when he first propo^ rt to 
government, he would do^tfete have beStbwed dn 
it 'the t)Hbcrpdl part ^df his fortune, ias be w^s often 
Be^rd to declare^ The1>enfeflt of this valuable le- 
gacy ha:s licit be^h embitfced, arid the Knnteid tittre 
Ims'eliips^d, tHthbut any step liavitTg been takeii; 
tif coarse It ^has' reverted to the cbnditions ^ the 
V^ill; ndr' Is4Hdre"uny ^J^^baWKty tJt^his Ettniaii^^^ 
Vlet«5, for '<he fbundibg of thkrs^iuary, wfllefver 
tfe add^^, ttte WMiey He 'expended oti the 

College 
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College of AruAgh lupowted to fidl 4000/.^ with 
which sum, and the f4iDd3 for that establishmentj the 
present elegant building was raised ; and the late 
Rev. Doctor Grueber, who had long ably discharged 
the duties of principal^ at this time, at an advanced 
age, resigned on a Uberi^ compensation ; and, by 
tb^ desfire of Lord Rokeby, the JWv, Doctor Car- 
peodale, who had with great credit presided at the 
endowed school of Carrickmacross^ was removed to 
this preceptorsbip^ nor could his Grace have made 
choice of 1^ master more eminently qualified for the 
dischjtf'ge of this important trust, as the unanimoua 
testimony of the g^tlemen fully evince, who have 
beei) so fortunate a$ to receive their education tuider 
his careful superintendence. 

The origin of this e^tablisbmeQt will be found iu 
the extracts from Harris's Hibernica, which are sub« 
joined in the appeqdix to this worh ; but the school^ 
was not actually endowed till the reign of Charles I., 
as appears from the statutes. 

From the earliest accounts of literature in Ireland 
it appears, that the city of Armagh was famous for 
learning; and church discipline was studied here 
with great exactness. It is s^id, so eminent wa^ the 
Cdlege of j/Vrm^gh for learned divines, that, in a 
aynod, held in the abbey of Clane, in the county of 
KUdare, Anno 1162?, which consisted of the arch* 
bishop of Armagh, twenty^ix bishops, aqd numerous 

abbots^ 
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libbots, it wa» decreed, under a solemn act, that no 
student should be admitted a professor of theology 
in the national ehurchy who had not a certificate of 
hh haying duly graduated in the College of Armagh. 
And, in the Monasticon Htbernicaoi, it is copied 
from the Annals of Innisfallen, that *^ Aoderic 
" O'Conchobhaif, king of Connaught, Anno 1169, 
^' to advance learning in this university, granted to 
*\ the head master an additional annual pension of 
*' ten oxen, and bound his successors to fulfil the 
/'said grant, on condition that a public school 
*' should be there kept open for all scholars from 
*« every part of Itelatid and Scotland." In Sir 
James Ware's Antiquities ot Ireland, he quotes, on 
the statemeilt of Florence McCarthy, that the num- 
ber of students at one tinie etceeded seven thousand* 
The instances, which I have mentioned, of 
Lord Kokeby's regard for the prosperity of Ar- 
magh were gfat^fully felt by the inhabitants, and 
called forth their public spirit in an eminent degree. 
New streets were built, and all the offensive obsta- 
cles to improvement, for which this city had been 
almost proverbially notorious, were removed; a 
strict observance of the police, and laws of the cor- 
poration, was enforced ; the streets paved and 
flagged ; lamps wero erected, and the best houses 
were adorned with iron railing in front. An elegant 
sessions-house was built at this time, and also a very 

band{5ome 
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Iwind^omo ^^ifi^e for public as^emUifi^, tl^ prp^l^ f4 
w}Mk wevf^ tp be afj^Iiec) to cbiiri^l^lQ pKTppsp^. l^ 
Ibis latter buildiog ikp baU-roooi ia sixty fo^t bjr 
tbirtj, witb card avd sppp^r toqvf^ op a lafge sftdif^^ 
and tbe kitcbent a^ servants' i^partn^nts ^re ^mh 
ably laid ouit. Tbi^ building is npt jiet compl^f^t 
I Qoderstaad ^k h^a remaip^d tbes^ so^ie y.^sm past 
itt tt& preBcn.t atate« 

Lord Rokeby's p^rse ^as ali^aya ra^y tp cp^^ 
bote to these laudable improvenieyg^^ w^icb wpre 
icarrittd oo m4^ bis ^o)e direc^oi^;, ^nd proved his 
Agrueet taste aod jiAdgV^eot fpr ^1 puUic wq^ks* 

A very couplete sbambles^ mhiph fure w^ pft> 
dosed^ suod el^gsAtly con^i^^ted, .w^e qrocted bOT 
bisR, and at bis sole expe^ce ; and h^ set on foqit 
the ifopoiitaot work of sujp(plyj«^ stfae iiown w^ 
pip^w^Aer^ ishiQh was npt compl^^ till after his 
4eatb. 

Lord Vi^cQwt Cramorne, irho has a ^ry £{|p 
.p»<^«ty in this vi(:ipity, bai)d^ o^r to tbe cprpo- 
jTation the sum of ipQQ/, for tb^ .forwarding qf 
rtbis public work} which was by fuh^ciptiop .lately 
completed. Pun^ps^ at proper distances, ace erected 
through tbe streets for public use. 

Tbe barracks are of moderp.date, and are a v^ery 
ihaodsome .building» well dciiigped, coKefiiig an te^ 
tensive ^rea, .wbioh is well encKi^^ a94 ftwd^ on 1^ 

i» 
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ffne open eminence, fully commanding^ the connty 
gaol, which is contiguous. ' ' 

The gaol is also a Oiodem and complete building, 
standing on a plain, with every advantage of good 
air, and' proper accommodations Tor t!^ prisoners ; 
it is admirably planned, as to strength and security. 

I musk- kete remark that, in every approach to 
this capital town^ the grand appearance of public 
buildings, and the numerous' improved demesnes 
in the environs, coavey to the stra.nger the most res- 
pectable ideas of tins district, which are by no means 
lessened as he ertfeers tbe city, the streets being 
principally rebuilt on a regular ejevation, and the 
houses neatly slated, almost all of them having mar- 
ble window stools, door <;ases, and parapets or eve 
courses. Indeed, in point cS* convenience of build- 
ing materials, Armagh is very happily circumstanc- 
ed, and is remarkably well situated, contiguous to 
the ports of Newry and Dimdalk, for such neces- 
saries of supply, which we cannot comtnand at 
home.' 

The market place/ii^ triangular, and is on the 
declivity of this hill, on which the cathedral stands; 
at the base, are the ruins of a market house, which 
was b^un by Primate Bolton, but I do not learn 
that it wacs eyer completely finished. Tlie best front 
faced the cathedral > and between these two build- 
ings 
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ings is the antique mutikted nuurlcet-oron, <d whiA 
an engtaving is annexed. 




It 
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It appears that the top of the cross has been da- 
ibaged ; die symbolic subject is Christ s crucifixion 
between the thieves in old basso-rilievo ; the others 
are so much obliterated, that I leave their solution 
to more expert antiquarians ; they appear rather a 
kind of rude ornamental fret-work, than any distinct 
characters. 

The trade of Armagh is principally engaged in 
the linen manufacture, the market for which ia 
held on Tuesdays, and it is averaged that 7000/. 
are weekly expended for webs in this market* 

In so extensive and well appointed a town, it is 
unnecessary to mention that every necessary and 
useful branch of manufacture, the woollen trade 
only excepted, is more or less engaged in, suffici- 
ent for the supply of its inhabitants and the coun- 
try around ; but though severally respectable, they 
are not of any particular note, nor have extensive 
capitals engaged in them. 

The present primate intends to present the town 
with an elegant market-house at his own expence, 
and as, in point of situation, the county court*house 
is deemed very inconvenient^ and an estimate of a 
new and grand edifice, to the amount of 6000/. 
for this purpose, is now before the grand jury, 
his Grace intends the site of the present building 
for that of the iparket-house, which is c«|$ainly tbf 
X . b«l^ 
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best place it could be erected on, from its central 
situation atid contiguity to the market-place; the 
hnns' of the' present market-bouse are indeed a dis- 
gf^e to -the* town, aiid ill correspond with any 
rf Ite ptAIic buildings. His Grace also intends to 
promote, as much as possible, the sale of wheat in 
tliis market, which it is strangely deficient in, as 
«iie principal part of- this grain, whrdi is raised in 
the ^loirrtty, 4s sold in Portadmvn market. 

A very -fine mall, or terrace, has been lately 
enclosed- with a dwarf wall, dyke, and iron gates, 
withint wWih- is a neat grard walk, encompassing 
1^' kwji, for tlie enclosin^g of which Lord Roke- 
by ifpirocuf^ m act of parliament, and it is but 
lately fioUlied. 'This work was completed by sub-r 
sewptiOfijtffcfch'wili be returned, as the rcirt pro- 
diieed'from tbe lawn in son>c years will repay both 
priBcipaT and interest, after which the property of 
the land is rested in the soi'ereign and corpora- 
tion of Armagh J by t\'hich the town is governed; 
it- 'is but JnfetSce to this body to remark, that by 
their atterftion* the poKce of this city is well re- 
gulafted^ nor is the eye disgusted, nor the passen- 
ger arinoycd* with any of those nuisances, which too 
fretpiently ^disgrace niariy of the • most respectable^ 
iownt; in Ireland. ^ 

• Having fhirttly traced! the princely munificence, 
th^' splendid liberality, and* elegant taste of Lord 

Ilokeby 
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Bokeby ii) the city, lire seeraa tbe adjoining de» 
ipespe of the primjite a piost qiagnificent palace^ 
which he built for th0 residence of the archbishops 
of this see, and on this site he ereoted a very grand 
chapel for the use of the prince's familyi suitable 
to so princely. a residence. 

His Lordship also otnaokented and planted th^ 
demesne in the highest modern style, Mrhich th<( 
present primate has now oecupldd with the n^ost 
improved systems of husbandry ; indeed his Grace^'s 
£Eurm«yard implements of husbandry^ and mode of 
culture, afford a bright example to the gentry^ 
of what their valuable deme^n^s coiild yield under 
judicious managem^t. 

In the primate's deipesne a very el^ant jobelist;: 
was erected by Lord Rokeby, in compliment tp tl^^ 
la^e Duke of Northumberlnod, hjis (4ordship^s fne^A 
and patron, oi) ybi^ih J$ eogr^v^ a pitiable inscrip* 
tion : this piUiir is vi^y orfkump^tf^s nA cost above 
lOOQl. , 

. In the unlimited extension pf Lord Eokeby'$ 
views, which were suitable to his generosity^ hi$<. 
Grace had contemplated th^ pulling down the pre** 
sent cathedral*, and erecting a very ^nepne ^t hi^ 
Y 2 own 

*^l$ Qrace tbe present primate intends to bml4 a 
diiipe] of eiise jto the cathedrjil in the vicinity of Armagh, 

COQti^UOUS 
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own expence, ^ben the did work of the tower 
prcfrcd too cJecayed to imppoit a btecjple and belfry, 
and, had he lived, he would doubtless have accom- 
plisbed it. If otiy public work bad not a fund sulfi*- • 
Cient fot its completion, after a subscription had been 
taken, to which his Lordship was always a liberal 
4otiOtf he lent the i*e4ti&inder of the required sum, 
for which ho would never receive any interest. 

There is* scarcely a precedent of such a iiiagni* 
licent fortune having been expended, during tbe 
life of the proprietor, on tbe improvement of his 
otm estate for tbe benefit of his heirs ; how emi- 
nently luminous then was the generous spirit of 
Lord Bokeby, who bestowed att these advantages 
and solid gifts to the public, fVom which his family 
could never derive any revenue? I do not pre- 
sume to say^ that a life of celibacy should be one of 
the necessary qualifications for' a public empioytnent 
of great '^liioltimeiit j for w*itkoat a liberal spirit it 
will avail but little ; but happy it is for the nation, 
tvtfch such trusts are honored in the care of so rcs« 
plendent a generosity and correct uistc, as the late 
toid Rokeby possessed, and it is fortunate for the 
public, that tl*«se. eminent virtues were not restrained 

in 

eootiguotts to the barracks and school, which is very requf- 
«ice, as the cathedral is quite too small for the large aod 
eaereasiog congregation of this city. 
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in bis Lordship by a msftripttOriial-CQiiiiection*. Ha4 
his Grace a wife or children, such a distribution of 
his fortune would have beefi aq unjust aq4 unww- 
rantable sacrifice. 

The virtues erf thin great man are too well r^ 
corded to require panegyric. My readers will 
doubtless ex{)ect to learn, th^t a kind ackuow^ 
ledgment of bis eminent qualifications and liberality 
has been paid in tlie erection of a spleQdi4 monu- 
ment to his memory, and in these pages to see 
copied an epitaph suitable to his lov« of litera- 
ture, displaying the grateful feelings of a nation 
for the genera) good they derive fracp his liber9lity ; 
of the opulent city of A^^nagh for the local benefits 
she enjoys from his bounty ; or of bis Lordship's sue- 
cessors, to whom he bequeathed such an atinple for- 
tune ; but sorry I am to say, that no suqh afiection^ 
ate p^morial is in existence. 
. Although Lord Rokeby's virtuto will aot be for-r 
gottf^n, when the frail monuments of human inge* 
nuity have mouldered into dust^ yet so long. a$ 
this dutiful tribute, this just debt is unpaid, tho 
strong contrast of his Grace-s liberality will add 

9hamc 

* That his Grace was itiot aa advocate fbr a life of celi- 
bacy is certain, but a disappoiotment in an attachment ha^d 
in e^rly life fi^ed his resolutioo of rcmaiaiDg single. 
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sbfttnc to the reproach, and conBfm tfiis disgrace 
either in a particular or in a general view. 

Respecting this ancitnt see of Armagh , it is in- 
deed a matter of surprize there are no public re» 
cords. A few books or papets w^re purchased or 
procured ftom his friends by Lord Rokeby, which 
he bequeathed in such a manner, that they are not 
easily accessible, being left to the governors of the 
library in trust, the archbishop for the time being 
baying power to take away any of them, provided 
he gives a receipt binding upon him and his exe- 
cutors; and in his will be adds these remarkable 
trords : " 3/y intention is^ that the librarian, and 
•< the go-ffemers of the library y shall be excluded from 
** the eraminatien of these manuscriptSy and that 
*^ the'tr^t shall extend no further than to the means 
^ of their presePiwiion.'^ 

The antiquarian must therefore arrest his curio- 
sity ; it tt'Oiild be highly improper, if not imperti- 
neUt) ib wish lo make public their contents, when 
h nXaii of such superior understanding had reason 
to confide, them to but one person in existence, and 
^hlch doubtless he had every right to dispose of as 
he thought proper, they having having been his 
private property. As the cause of this extraordi- 
nary coBcealmept cannot be. explained > it would 
be unjust, and ungenerous in* the extreme to the 
memory of his Grace, were we to ii^pute it to ar\y 

illiberal 
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illiberal motive, as to so base a principle his whola 
conduct through life was a direct contradiction. 

The city of Armagh sent two menabers to par- 
liament before the union, it now returns but one ; 
the primate has the patronage of the borough. 

The county itifirmary is within the town, and 
is very punctually attended to ; besideis the regular 
county charge, it is inaintamed'by'very liberal sub- 
scriptions and tome ant>uai bequests. 
- A charter school was founded in At'magh anno 
ll5Sy to which the primate and corporation of 
Armagh gave twenty acrcs of land for ever, rent 
free, for the site and accommodation of the bouse. 
The first endowment of this charity was a gift of 
iol. per annnm, being a rent chttrge from Mrs. 
Drelincomrt, widow of the d^n of the see ; it k 
now a noble institution, and the most extensive of 
^ny of the kind in Ireland. 

In the vicinity of Armagh are the neat demesn^sj 
of New Holland, the seat of Mr, Helmes ; Amic^ 
ville, of Mr. David Bleakly; Rosebrook, of IVDr, 
McCartney ; TuUamore, of Mr. John Hichey ; Nap^«-^ 
pa, o'f Mr. Johnston ; and Elm-Patk, where thd 
Rev. Mr. Close resides, the rector of the pari^ of 
Keady. 

iVlr. Joshua M^Gougb, Mr. Scott, Mr. ESmpsoti^ 
Mr. Graham, and Mr. William Hardy, bare alsqi 
imall demesnes in this neighbourhood. 
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Sbct. 2. Baromf of Turenmf. 

This barony is but a narrow oblong strip, on 
the western quarter, which has very little to recom- 
mend it to particular notice ; the culture is that 
already described common to the count}^ the soil 
is rich, and the farins are tolerably well divided. 
The southern extremity of this barony is mountain- 
ous and wild; from Armagh towards Tynan, a 
small town in this barony, there is a good limestone 
soil. 

This town, which is situated on an eminence, is 
inconsiderable as to the number or neatness of its 
houses, but it has an excellent church with a hand- 
some steeple ; without the churchyard is a relick 
of antiquity, an oblong stone of about eighteen 
inches square and four feet long, set up on a large 
block stone, and capped with another, which is 
. square, having its faces concaved, and this crowned 
. with a smaller, stone. 

I could not discover any characters on this re- 
lick ; the oblong stone is divided into square com* 
^tments, and bad the vestige of some sculpture, 
probably a cross had formerly crowned it ; it is how- 
ever certain, that it has been mutilated. 

The 
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The rqins of an antique castle are situate aboiitt 
one mile from tbis town. In this vicinit}', are the 
neat improvements of Bally nametagh, the seat ct 
Mr. Burgess ; of Fairview, Captain Waring ; of 
Mount Irvine, Mr. Irvine ; and also the very elegant 
demesne of the Rev. Mr. Quin^ the rector of the pa- 
rish of Tynan. 

The country from Tynan to Keady is now great- 
ly improved, though but a few years ago the 
greater part of it near Keady was an actual heath. 
In the vicinity of Tynan in this direction, for three 
miles, the farms are divided and well fenced, and 
the farm-houses comfortable with numerous orchards ; 
but, approaching into the Fews, it is bleak and worse 
cultivated ; the lands are however in a progressive 
state of amendment ; liming has been steadily gain- 
ing repute, and revigorates the soil surprisingly; 
this valuable manure is not to be found immediately 
in this part of the district. 

On the road from Tynan to Keady, is the neat 
church of Madden, and the elegant parsonage of the 
rector, Mr. Staples. 

The village of Middleton is much larger than 
Tynan, though of but a wretched appearance. The 
property in this town and. thirteen town-landa were 
bequeathed by bishop Sterne, who had been trao- 
slated from the see of Dromore to that of Clogher^ 
and the inpomie was appropriated for charitable pur^ 

pos^ 
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poses, of which the Lord Primate^ the bi^p of 
Clogber, and the recior of Tynao, are governors 
all for the time bexiig»* In this populous Tillage is 
but one slated house ; but just beyond the lake, 
which flows up to the village, a neat church, and 
9 most exc»eUeQt.parsonage« have been lately built, 
where the Rev. Mr. Mee resides. This district is 
:weU supplied with turf fuel, and the chain of lakes, 
vkich bound the county here, flow into Glaalough 
Uke, in the coonty of Monaghan. 
' In this neighbourhood, are some plantations made 
>y Mr. Cross, and Mr. Evans, on their farms. 

The lands on one side of Middleton are low, flat, 
and nlaishjr ; those on the other are hilly, and to- 
lerably good. I suppose the who}e dbtrict from 
.Tynao to Keady and thence to INIiddleton, with a 
pmtty OTCtensive tract of country towards the Fews 
fountains, jthence to Glaslough hordes, would ave- 
rage about 16^. the statute acre, but this district, 
excepting the absolute mountains, is the least va« 
Juable part of the county of Armagh, 

Sect* 



* The author could not learn the particulars of the cha^ 
iTty, as the act of parliament, under which it was established, 
;wa8 a pilxrate act, and was never printed ; it maj perhaps 
JK obtaified against the next edition of this work. 
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Sect, 3. Baronies of Upper and Lower Fews. 

This district lied itnmediately soutli ot tbe eity 
4^ Armagh^ aftd h approached from thenoe tfaroogfa 
the village of Hatnihon's-bawn, the road to vkich 
is hilly and gradually ascending; about mid« way 
is the small lake or bason^ from which the town 
6f Armagh is ^supplied with pipe-water^ and, thougk 
apparently low in point of situation, yet it actually 
ranges with the top of the tower of the cathedrd. . 

Near this lake, a search was made some ycam 
Ago for minerab by a gentleman, who Was vfery 
sanguine in his hopes of success ; some liftd pre was 
found, and presently after the imnei^ came o^ n 
coal smut, a good deal of which they raised, but 
no rein of coals was discovered; this stuff now 
lies near the road side, and would be exctriient far 
repairing tlie road, which here so materially requtrea 
it; this gentleman expended a considemble sum of 
money in his speculations, but '*has not yet reaped 
any succesa, 

r Hamilton*s4)awn is a good sized and well bwk 
village, about diree miles from Armagh ; on the bill 
above the town are tbe ruins of a castle, which ap- 
t>ear ^f great antiquity,, and to the eye of an ob- 
server 



tst STATISTICAL SURVET 

server it must seem almost incredible, that this mu- 
tilated and decayed building was, but a few years 
ago, an established and regularly garrisoned bar- 
rack. 

From hence to Market-hill the road is also very 
bad, and the country, though entirely cultivated 
and populous, is yet very inferior to the lands 
north of Armagh, which have a fine lime-stone, 
but in this direction there is not a particle of it. 
• Maricet-hili is a thriving town, the property of 
Lord Viscount Gosford ; a neat sessions-house and 
several other good houses have been lately built; 
this town is the principal stage between Armagh 
and Newry, and here is a good inn. 

Lord Gosford*8 iumily man^on of Gosford-castla 
just adjoins the town ; the improvements are rather 
in the old style, but the demesne is in good order, 
enclosed with a strong wall, and a full growji screen, 
in which is some very fine timber. Near this town 
is Draper's-hill, which Dean Swift gave name to 
and celebrated in his writings ; he ako mentions 
HamiltonVbawn in bis letters. 
. From Market-hill to Newry, by Portnorris, the 
country is good, but very bleak ; the turupik^ road is 
a disgrace to the county, and, approaching towards 
Newry, <the soil becomes poor and barren. 

The county roads in the vicinity of Sr Walter 
Synoott'ii, and Mr. Reed's, of BaUymoier, are in 

good 
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good repair^ and these gentkoiea's improrements 
have quite altered the face of this country. 

In this vicinity the soil is good, and vefry im- 
proveable with lime ; the large haggards shew mote 
leictennve farming, and, of co^se, there is less of 
manufacture. The principal grain raised is oats ; 
more cattle are grazed here, than in other parts of 
the county ; however the main pursuit is tillage ra» 
ther than pasturage. 

Of the soil and nature of the Fews mountains 
I have already spoken in the sixth section of the 
first chapter, under the head of mountains, and the 
principal managenfient here is the rearing of young 
cattle. In this district Newtown-Hamilton is situ- 
ated^ betvt/sefen the towns of Newry and Casdeblaney, 
and is a wretched stage. ■* There yet exist, about 
three or four mites from this village, the ruins of a 
barrack at a sorry village called JohnstonVfews, 
which was erected to awe the bands of robbers, who 
infected this country above a century past; and at 
»this place, there is a tradition i that a famous battle 
was fought between one of the chieftains of Louth, 
and 0*Neil, a chief of Ulster, who was slain here 
with many of his people; some antiquarians have 
mentioned, that this chieftain was also called Black- 
board, and soqie Hberties w^e taken with him, at 
a feait given on this spet, by the Louth chieftain, 
who attempted to singe his beard, which was the 

groundf 
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with th« )p^ of ^ f^apy Iw^s. 

N^ /to this pt»0e 4rq yet (9 be l^ep 4lif lines 
<xC eireiMb^dilaAiofi ^f an encampmept, fil^Qfe 4i mle 

CroskwoU's fortem and besieged tbmt Awring up 
mtire <«ryitdr. This mtBd ||1%«^.^ cialjad^CJogbr^ 
ineatber. The ruins of Black-bank ii^l^ 9f^ W3iW 
^Uunding about tv^o nules. froiu Ifewt<^wn-HaiXH)ton. 
A dbarter-school was established ii> tb^ paridi Qf 
CreggfLD iq thv» baroify ; for parti^ul^^ of whieb, 
ii9e. cbf^pter i» section 4, ecclgRUsricai divi«ien> 

Theipean villa^ of Baledkf.ljo& ob^vt oold-wfiy 
bet>veei| N^mp;j\'nwjtja.ipiltpn ^od' Ne^vrij?, %M ne«r 
to it is spiB/s*indiQaition of aslafe q^^f-py/. 

Thp vholc line from Ni^ifry to Castlebjaney is a 
gnipt' tborofigb&re, on which is brouglit tiie wbole 
trade of Cavan aod Monagh^n counu^s.for, tl)e 
J^ewry pwirket, b»j; it is always, io the most wretched 
$(tatQ I the distance, between these towns is but se> 
venteen miles, and, though so short is the distance, 
it is yet a good journey to afrcomplisb it in one 
day ; tixQ traveller must not only vi^e the ^ure 
,of the; best appointed chaise and horses, but oiu^t 
also n^ no small danger of having hi^ bonc$ broken 
in tbe attempt. 

The 
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The demesnes in these baronies, which haye not 
been before mentioned, are, Hockley, the seat of 
Mr. Shields; CuUaville, of Mr. O'Callaghan ; Cross^ 
maglin, of Mr. Ball ; Carritt, of Mr. M^Can ; Eliza* 
hill, of Mr. John Orier ; Derrjcbedian, of Mr* 
Andrew Trew ; and Coronare, of Mr. Robert Ha^ 
inilton. 

The .small village of Mohan is on ihe northern 
bounds of this barony ; those of CuUaville and 
Crossmag}in on the southern bounds, near Car« 
rickniaeross; near the latt^ of these two villages 
is 9, small lake of the same nam^. I ■ 



Sect. 4. Baronies of East and West (PNeihnd., 

The extent of tWs distiSci • ihcliKWs dmost the 
entire of the northern part df- the feountyj and ap- 
proaches to within a very s^mail distance of the 
city of Armagh. The more distant part, has little 
or no limestone, but the nearer has a fine soil of 
this quality. There can scarcely be said to be 
any indifferent land in the whole district, and the 
greater part is a fine country, which cannot be ex- 
celled in Ireland for the pm^poses either of pasturage 
or tillage. ^ • - 

Tlie soil of the northern division is rich, deep; 
knd, loamy^j though not lirnestone, yet it ii^ not 
- _ wholly 
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wholly without this fossil, aspn the manor of Brown- 
low-dorry, the estate of William Brownlow, Esq. 
there is a limestone, quarry , which however no 
advantage is derived from, on account of its situ- 
ation in low ground, which is generally overflowed, 
and has a very great bearing of bank to be re* 
moved on the surface, before the quarry can be 
touched. Tiie surface here is more inclined to be 
flat than hiHy, and is rather, in this instance, a com- 
l^ete concrast to all other parts of Ulster, which I 
have seen ; it is watered by several streams, which 
£U1 into Lough-Neagh.. A neview of the manor 
of Brownlow-derry will give a pretty clear idea of 
their management in this division. 

This manor, which is the estate of William Brown- 
low, Esq. is all leased in so small divisions, as to 
average less than five acres, and a great number 
so low as three; all the farms are leased for three 
lives; excepting in the town of Lurgan, there is 
not a perpetuity on the whole. 

The fields are well proportioned in size to the 
small plot of each farmer, and are neatlj' inclosed 
with quickset white-thorn fences. 

Lime is the principal manure, and this process 
is well performed, though expensive, as the carri- 
age is distant and tedious; grass land is always 
broken up with a potatoe crop, and generally the 
surface is limed two years before ploughing ; flax 

and 
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and oats in succession ; barley is taken at^er a 
pofatoe fallow^ with a light sprinkling of manure ; 
the land is then left in pasture, in the furrows lefi 
by the plough. The soil is throughout this divi- 
sion favoiirable to wheat, and the culture of this 
grain is very much encouraged, but they never fal* 
low for wheat here, though within a mile or two of 
this district, in the counties of Down and An* 
trim| I have seen wheat fallows, but I understaod 
It is rarely done so ; great . crops of this grain 
are raised through all this country mostly after po# 
tatoes, and the sieed is trenched in. The propor- 
tion of tillage to pasture is full as four to five; 
little el^ but bottom meadow; they prepam 
the soil for wheat crops with great attention, and 
pickle their seed with lime, salt, and chamber-lie ; 
they generally expect to reap one cwt. of wheat, 
' for every fburteen lbs. which they ^w ; a liberal 
manuring of lime revigorates this soil in so much, 
that they reap six or seven corn crops without any 
intermission ; indeed it only requires to be seen, to 
convince any farmer that it can be depended on 
for any purpose in husbandry. I have been well 
informed, that it is not Unusual for an English acre to 
yield 350 cwt. of potatoes or 30 of oats, after being 
well limed. No oxen are employed here in draught. 
Horses plough with collars, and for the purposes of 
husbandry there are not more than five horses to 
z every 
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every sixty or seventy acres ; the stock rather sought 
here are milch cows ; no farmer is without one^ and 
several have t>vo or three since the culture of clover 
lias been more in use. 

The young cattle are sent to mountain far,ms to 
be reaied, and arc sold afterwards, principally of 
late years, to jobbers who purchase for Scotch 
markets j tliis trade is carried on to a great degree^ 
and is certainly no small encouragement for th^ 
rearing qf stock, as it has assuredly been the priQ- 

Q •». ; J * . ... 1 • • - * • 

cipal cause of the immense rise on black cattle; 
so great have been the profits of the jobbers ii^ 
tfiis tr&de, that they now speculate in all kinds (^ 
live stock, and export sheep, ypung horses, pigs> 
and even poultry. ^ 

This soil being so favourable, to dairy husbandry, 
and the farmers fond of appropriating all the land 
they can spare to this pursuit, there is, of. course, 
a considerable quantity of butter produced, which 
there is a good demand for in Lurgan, and a great 
quantity is purchased for Belfast market and sent 
there by Lough Neagh. T^he houses in this dis- 
trict are comfortable and neat, the walls kept white* 
washed, and the gardens adjoining prettily dre?^; 
the barn and cow-house are in general annexed to. 
each dwelling, and an orchard affords shelter and 
ornament to the whole. The fuel here is turf, 
which is more abundant , than in most other parts 

of 
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of the county"; y6t it is not' cheap, bat yields Wge 
sums to the occupying proprietorsi 1 liave already 
noticed one tenant on Mr. Brownlow*$ estate, whd 
t'eali^ above lOOOl, pc: annum on turf bog only. 
The parts of bog, whfch We cut out, li6 extremely 
HVeli for draining, and could ea&^ly be converte<} 
to fibe ineadow lahiiV on thfe' whole j the lands are 
in good heai*t,\bfe populktion fs immense, the houses 
ueat and cbihfonable, fuel convenient, markets excel- 
lent, corti-milis well supplied' with water, and tlie 
roads in ' general hire,- and in Armagh barofay, thrf 
beait in thfe county: ' * 

' The town of Lurgan, which lias also be^n* called 
Little England, though I'could not learn the Veasbn^ 
or discover the analogy, except its being remarlcabW 
JFor cleanliness, is composed of one! principal very 
long and wide street, which is in one place, near 
the church, greatly disfigured with a number of 
vety old miserable houses, which are stfabgelj'^' 
buiit in its centre, and quite spoil the effect It tt'ould 
6therwise have. Hef-e is an excellent house, whi^b 
ff any, is the only building that should be suffered in 
the centre ef a street ; the entfahces to this buHd- 
fng have been ornamented with iron gates, and fit 
the apartnient overhead the -sessions Imve liitl'iettd 
been held, but a very neat courf-lfblise and' brid6-' 
well" have been newly built, and are noW ' nei'rfy 
finished. ''^' ' V'-^«: \-^:''^ 

*^* z 2 . ^lany 
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. Many of the hoiiM io this town are covered with 
fhinglesy and it it sorpriting. to see this mode adopt^^ 
ed^ efen m some handsome modern houses. 

The church is very spacious and well hmk^ and 
ornamented with a very elegant spire, and. an ex- 
cellent organ. A poor school is supported by an 
annual charity sermon and libera) subscription, in 
ivhich seldom leas than 200 children are educated. 

This town is situate in the parish of SbankhiQ; 
the Rev. Mr. Waring, the rector, resides on hb 
estate in the adjoining county of Down ; this gen- 
tleman receives his tithes by a modus of lOd. per 
acre, for which he agreed with his parishioners; 
the tax is cbearfiilly paid, and so it should, being 
extremely moderate. 

The trade of Lurgan consists wholly in articles 
of the Unen and muslin manufiu:ture, principally 
eambricks, lawns, diapers, and diaper damasks, in 
which it will average from 2,500/. to 3000/. weekly 
s^es. Spinners for these fine articles draw their 
yam to twenty or thirty dozen, of which lawns and 
eambricks BXh made, and these webs sell brown at from 
twelve to fourteen shillings per yard ; fine diapers 
for table linen are also manufactured in this viciniQr; 
but in this kind, the yarn is always the property 
of the merchant, who gives it out to the weaver on 
task work ; this man will earn nearly double wages 
with any other description of weaver. 

Thsre 
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Them it lome deeraate of flit Iimd trade to bf 
attributed to the wiftvera liaving kttly bteooM ibo^ 
of working cottons in the minUn biaiKAy $M tlnf 
bave better wages, but perhaps the tmer oause df 
the decline from any other period is die ttmnnessel 
the materials, which ate by no means equal to tbeii^ 
former quality. The merchants have inefleduidlf 
stroYu to counteract this falling off, through a Witt^ 
of unanimity, and they must now be content, if the- 
warp alone is <^ good yam, which is not alwajt 
the case; we may also jusdy attribute, in sooMI 
degree, this decline to the bad duuracter, which ouT^ 
manufacture acquired by the many packi^es, whkh 
were returned from America, in conseqoenee of. 
the latis distructive alteration in die bleaching pro- 
cess; and it must be also remarked, that the e»* 
traordinary rise on labour, since the years of scar* 
city, have tended in no small d^pree to depreciele 
the trade, and must hare the like efiect probably^ 
for a great while to come. 

I have chosen this section for the remarks on, and- 
causes of, the decline of the manufacture, beoause 
it is in this part of the county that die injury has 
been most material, and that fine goods eom^' 
pose the principal stock ; in places, which are more 
engaged in the coarse manufiicture, the efiects have 
been less severe, and the stagnattea bei tempo* 
tary. 

Mr. 
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•^Mr. firdwalnw nk eodwKDiiiJb^ ta tstabUalx a 
HfciiiH mvlui imidLiirgah^.iiiiMibdbkk'.f«r Jfifft snoic 
d^r fiK>gL hkijenc€iii2aga]iicnt;o{(;attovif|;:il.lolk 
fke^iAod titt gmtt i|«anii^eaLi>f , Ait grmir^Hrbioh 
Jb MiBitliii tfab vtciRit|c ^it5iimt^jr.im)t^r€ ki^ «ff - 

XnUiitoQgluftutalhfiieaiiiscu^I^lkn l^kkvusibigfa^^ 

tMA f^er«»^'peD ^> end' soiretiiiieti ao .bigfa A8:tiro. 

}ltar^ nsai;l^jdoi]Ue-^n»$t^ accrue freoi tfa^ioom,} 
dM- which Ac^rDsJDt alttioftt overy Ubqiuiecliafiifa hiovcM. 
]«%^ oCatfaviiig:; vorjr feif labdurars are emplajrodn 
ti^tbe yoar: m ^he.fiejii^ es^tcio^It.Bnomriilmi^s^' 
dMttsne^ wktm t&bais -lehaliaiveuionabaiitjewployii; 
iiM^nt,^ rfeoWvfc ^ pence uk^ wititte, .and: thir^aea. 
pmed fi¥ svHBfenocftr* - ' *• <"'- • • - - - • . . .: ^.o 
•In tbi9 diti^idft Iberd' ift- no ^tittiW for mle ; ex^.: 
clLp^ing iSoi^ impldaienti 6f bosbandry^'foreigfei tinh-: 
bcr is more generally useds^ andt is. brought. ^cuvit! 
tift^4a]ctt fixna Bel£ak; this na«igatJon4a*6f tsho^fiift 
i«p«rtaocrto ATs taaw. 1 ,1; .• 

t^l^fe^t^f^y '>B ju«^ ^ the moudi. ipf;..tbe xiiTen 
^l\aci^'skktf mhBfk itiBdsohsLT^edArkto liifi.rlake; 
t)V6 country ia tlii9 dive^ion is:lo(W, flat, andrmatsby; 
live diitance between the mouths of the fian and » 

prised in one view from the lake, .• .. r 

-•:-: Mr. 
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Mr. Brownlow's demesne, which consists of 300 

t « I . . . .* . / -5 III ^ •** ' 'i ' • T 

acres, adioins the town of Lurgan,, and is very 

^-r- \ .;^.-. -r i. • •-/ i.:i:- I' f° :: 71*:' . ';. ' . : !l 
well improved, and inclosed with a capital stone 

wall : the mansion is a very antique castle^ and has 

received ipany additioi^ ,sinpe the original yc^\U 

were built, s^ mentioned in the Apaendix. The 

demesne, though v^ry beautiful, yet cprresDonda wuh 

the antiquity of the castle, iix the. many inclo^ures 

into which it is divided, and is hiehly ornamented 

with a fine sheet of water, which is covered with 

1 , J . . . ■.•.'• : r\4 ' I -y ^. u ' f 

swans, cape-geese, wild ducks, and a beautiful va« 

riety of water-fowl ; around this lake is a pleasant 
and neat gravel walk, decorated with elegant plany 
tations, and always open for the recreation of 
the townsfolk. The parks are well stocked widi 
deer, and numerous hares spprt . through everjjt 
part of the demesne. Mr. Brownlow has set a 
very laudable example, in introducing the improv- 
ed system of husbandry. I have not seen a finer 
field of turnips than has been sawn here in driys, 
and' they were extremely well hoed. . Mr. Brownlow 
is also provided with a Scotch plough, drill barrows, 
harrows, and several approved inaplements; his im- 
ported breed of Berkshire pigs are uncommonly fine^ 
and will be a real service to the county ; a Leices« 
tershire ram and some elegant ewes have been lately 
added to his stock, and also a buU and some hei- 
fers from Scotland, at a great expence. 

I must 
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I must here acknowledge this gentleaiaq's yery 
polite acquiescence in contributing to furnish the 
Dublin Society's museum with a T^luable assort* 
ment of the natural curiosities of Lough Neagb, 
which, he had collated. 

The neighbourhood of Lurgan is well supplie4 

with com mills, and near Ao^halee church, which 

is at four miles distance, a flour mill has been erected. 

The country from hence to Portadpwn is in high 

, population and improvement ; the entrance ipto 

this town froni'^Xurg^n gives a respectable idea of 

Its weald) and the value of its local situation. Th^ 

Ban navigation to Lough-Neagh crosses the road ; 

the ware-houses on the banks of this river, and the 

numerous barges, display a considerable trade, with 

which the large brick libuses and well assorted shops. 

fiilly correspond. This town is on the estate of 

J ■ . Obens, Esq. ; a corn trade is very well en- 

eouraged here, and Mr. Phelps is the proprietor of 

$xi extensive porter brewery. 

From hence to Rich-hill the county is no less po- 
pulous, and the lands are in great improvement ; the 
people shew every appearance of ease and wealth ; 
an instance may be observed of their superior en- 
joyment of the necessaries, if not the conaforts, of 
life in the nnmerous grocers sho{)s in this whole 
district ; within every mile on all the roads in this 
country we meet with two or three of ihem ; per- 

bans 
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haps DO county in Ireland ia better supplied with 
market towns than Armagh, and yet in every dcigh* 
bourbood are those depots of the small luxuries of 
the people ; a sure proof of the. superior wealth, and, 
let me add, of the civilication of the inhabitants. 
, The features of the country, in this district near 
Hioh-hill, now change to an undulating surface, and 
the open chacnpaign view is quite obscured. Tbt 
town of Etcb-bill, which is on the estate of WilHam 
Richardson, Esq. is not es^tensive.; its importance 
consists^in its linen market, whose weekly sales wift 
average 150G/. and here is a very, excellent market- 
house. The appearance of the town is interesting, 
which is considerably encreased by the elega.nt de- 
mesne of Mr. Richardson, whose residence is in 
full vi^ew from the street, This castle is al;N) an- 
tique, and seems to have been biiilt about the same 
time as that of Lurgan ; Indeed tlie mansions of tlie, 
principal gentry of Armagh appear to be all of the 
sapi^ d^te. This demesne is well enclosed, and the 
soil is really excellent, with a good stock of full 
grown timber, and some very fine young plantations. 
The tqwn of Rich-hill is situated on high ground, 
and is four miles N. E, of Armagh. From hence, a 
closely improved country mostly in demesne, and 
charmingly wooded, is now within our view ; the 
el)urch of Kilmore stands to great advantage, and 

fcai 
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has a find and striking effect, near to which is the 
seat of Mr. Joseph Atfeinfson. 
*'The demesne of Castle-Dillon, the se?it of Sir 
Capel Mdyneux, Bart, is withrn one mile of Rich- 
hill ; the lands are very firie,' arid the improvements 
Atodernized with much taste. The house is situated 
low, and very old fashioned, but the offices are 
ihodern, and w'efl builti 

•' The demesne, which is walled in, is highly orna- 
inented with forest trees, and has a handsome sheet 
m water overflowing a low marsh, w^hich is exten- 
sive, skirting the base of a hill covered with 
young plantation," and on the opposite side of the 
approach is contrasted with a wood of full- 
grown oak or ash. 

The approaches are' extremely well planned, and 
all persbns are permitted to pass through the de- 
mesne, which shortens the road full one mile and a 
haV. 

The late Sir Capel Molyneux erected an obelisk, 
jtist adjdining the demesne, to commemorate the 
ser\nces of 'the volunteers of Ireland ; being situated 
on very elevated ground, it is now a noted land- 
mark. This pillar is sixty feet high, and the base 
fivelve feet square. On a black slab in front is the 
fbllowing inscription : 

" This Obelisk was erected by the Right Hon. 
*^Sir Capel Molyneux, of Castle Dillon, Bart, in 

«Mhe 
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^.' ..the year Vi^2^ to cdvio^nioraU! i3ak ^Mwtm 
** revolution, which took place in favour of the conv' 
'^ liUtutteil^ «f the kirigdohny uoder the at&piecsof 
**ft4ie voiupteers of Ireland.'* : . '. ' 

^ rTbi^'larne gentl^foan^ vfhi>s^ pa^lotisni tvias^io' 
vedl knoWn» ejected imotber obelisk^ to comin^mb- 
r|tt4 the estiJgyUshna^'t of the order of the KBigfaass^-oF 
St* P^trifck In Ireland. 

. The toajUAre very excelleilt, the enclosures ele» 
gant, 9lHt the onioitry in the highest) stats of .'£»> 
t;li3atipn ir^ni; boace to Lor^hgall vQbtge, in. whkihk 
a .flDe id6w ohi^mh has been latdy huilt.. Tbiia^- 
cumbent, the Rev. Mr. Bissett, resides in an el^BUti 
parsonage jiis|:.a^jo)nkig» The higher pbrt'cf. tAis 
village isjthe mostmodernj and is .rery^ shfienM x^Jf- 
t)ie Ipw grotind. Thedemesner of DcimnaHy, the; 
seat of Colonel Cope, ovedboks Lougbgatt; andithe* 
antique l0ng av^nes^ of ftne timber, extend totle 
l4l^e, ili^hich- ricirts the vilhge. The mansion of 
IHtifDmilly conBists of three bCty nqamce towers, 
coonected by two retiring faceain aright Ibie, and 
has a clumsy and antique appedranoe. 

. The modern improvements are at thq rcre of tiie ' 
demesne, and the bc^ is shut ont by an estentive 
belt of plantatidn^ which, will form a Tsry fintt* 
screen, and have a grand effect, after a short time. 
A very active and attentive spirit of improvement is 

visible 
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irisible in diii dtnesM, which enjoyi no rmH capa* 
hilitiet. 

- The other demeinea in this divinon are, Wawlnti«i 
shaw's Grove, the seat of Mr. M'Craight; Chareh- 
hiU, of Mr. Vemer ; Harrybrook, of Mr. Harden ; 
Ciantdew, of Mr. Obrd; Summer island » of Mr. 
OJDonnel; Dnimmast, of Mr. James Hardy; 
MahoD, of Miss Workman ; Fairlawn, of Mr. Law- 
son 4 Carrick, of the Rev. Dean Blacker; Knocka- 
rnnckly, of Mr. John Fivey ; Lilo, of Mr« Robinson ; 
Silver^wood, of Colonel Cuppaidge; Springfield,' 
of Mr.Waddell; and Waringstown, of Mr. Ma- 
geonis. 

In several of these demesnes a very rapid progress 
IS getting forward in improvements, particularly in 
plsiotation. In this rttpect there appears a spirited 
emulation amongst the gentry. 

From Lottgfagall to the city of Armagh, the conn-* 
try is in the highest state of improvement ; the smI 
is a rich limestone, and this district abounds with 
numerous quarries of this valuable fossil. I should 
have mentioned the village of Maghery, in the nor'« 
them division, situate near Lough-Neagh ; it is only 
remarkable for a good fair of horses and young cat- 
tie ; the most noted is held on the MA of June. 



Sect. 
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S£CT. i^. Maromes of Upper ^md Lower Orior; 
including some curious emd interesting particulars 
^ the Lordship of Newrjf. 

In this extensive district, which comprizes nearlj 
a third of the county, the surface is hilly and moun*' 
tainous, int^sected with numerous streams, which 
priocipalty are discharged from small lakes into the 
Newry river, and whose waters are constant supplies 
for several bleach and corn mills. 

The soil of this district is rather light, and not 
limestone, yet brisk and tilly, yielding excellent 
crops from the application of lime. 

The town-parks in the vicinity of Newry, which 
have been reclaimed firom being some of the worst 
land in the county, will now frequently produce five 
tons of hay from a plantation acre, a proof of the 
capability of the soil, if judiciously cultivated. . 

The natural stone of the county is grit and free- 
stone, and is found of different qualities, of the ex- 
tremes of hard and spft stone, both in rocks, partial 
quarries, and loose boulders ; and this approaches at 
length to a complete granite in the highest grounds. 

The patches of bog are numerous, and are capable 
of being levelled and drained, as the falls are very 

good. 
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good. The mountains^ ^vhich cover a considerable 
tract towards the southward, are capable of improve- 
ment by liming ; y^t this manure ia At 4 gja^^t di- 
^tMcei wMoh see»$ to be a material obstacle tp their 
reclamation. Notwithstanding this dii^YaQtage, 
tillage gradually creeps up their sides ; and there are 
few places that are not accessible to young cattle, 
and yield a wholesome, though coarse herbage. 

On a general average, perhaps three-fourths of 
the culture of grain are in favour of oats ; the re- 
maining quarter is occupied with barley and wheat 
crops ; of the former grain ten parts to one in ex- 
tent of acres, and, indeed, generally in quality also. 

Limestone is carried from eight or ten ' miles di- 
stance, at the cost of four shillings per ton. This 
mode, though more expensive, is preferred to that 
of purchasing it in a caustic state, as it drains less 
ready money, owing to their own labour, and that 
of their horses ; and their fuel, which is consider- 
able, is never taken into account. 

Though the M'heat crops are prolific, yet the g^ain 
is ^;:ery inferior to that produced in the wheat coun- 
ties of Ireland, which I attribute to its being always 
reused here in a potatoe fallow. But flax is a fa- 
vourite crop ; and only as much potatoe ground, as 
they do not reserve for this culture, is occupied in 
com crops. 

Their 
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Tieir partiality for the business of the Jinen' ma- 
nufacture encreases, as the additional number of 
looms: will prove ; but they are much less- engaged 
in weaving in the southern parts of this quarter*, 
than in most other patts of the county ; their redun- 
dancy of flax is carried to- the- interior fairs and 
markets, where there is a steady deiband for it, a'f 
its quaMty is sound and good* 
* The principal town connected with these baronies 
isNewry, the smaller pare of which, with some of 
the lands of that lordship, are within our limits ; the 
river being the line of division between this county 
and that of Down, where the remaining part of this 
extensive lo«dship and great commercial town-i* 
situated; but I shall reserve my remarks on this 
iHibject for the conclusidn of this section ; and I 
come now. to* speak of the most considerable town 
within the district of Orior, which is Tanderagee. 
: This town is: about eight miles east of Armagh, 
possessing some very capital advantages, whether 
we oorisaderits natural situation, or other matters of 
matei(ial moment* As to the former, it can scarcely 
be. excelled ) standing in si fine, rich, and beauti- 
fully improved country, and in the vicinity of the 
ipost cbJtrming parts of the county of Down. Its 
contiguity to the Newry canal is no less favourable, 
which flows. wiAin a mile of the environs, and af- 
fords it all the advantages of trade with that com-" 

mercial 
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' mereial town, aod also with Belfast ; and the lands 
of this vicinity have, by the same conveyance, the 
benefit of procuring abundance of limestone, on e^y 
. terms, which so powerfully fertilizes this soil. 
. The country around is thickly inhabited by 
wealthy bleachers ; and the small farmers, who are 
. very comfortable, are all engaged in the linen manu* 
. facture, so that it became no difficult matter to have 
a market established in Tanderagee, which was soon 
numerously resorted to; insomuch that, at some 
times, the weekly sales of linens have amounted to 
the enormous sum oC7000/. The trade is very con* 
siderably in fine linens, and some lawns and cam* 
bricks are offered here for sale. This flattering 
prospect of such a respectable market was not of 
long duration, and that short period of its importance 
was occasioned by an unusual demand in the tradev 
The average sales are now, from the concurring 
authority of the jnost respectable merchants who 
frequent this market, about 2000/. weekly. 

In the winter season there is a considerable 
quantity of beef brought to this market, the hides 
and tallow of which will of^en aihount to 500/. 
weekly. 

This town is on the estate of Colonel SparroWi 
whose demesne fronts the principal street, and imme- 
diately adjoins it. The approach to Tanderagee 
from the county of Down is really charnfing ; tha 

neat 
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neat'appaaranjce of tbe town, its gradual elevation 
£rom a valley, through which a beautiful $treaia 
winds between lofty and undulating banks, which 
are thickly wooded on the one extremity, and the 
4eipesne which on the other crowns the summit c^ 
the hilly afford a {^easing prepossession to the tra- 
veller ; nor are his e;s:pectations balked in viewing 
the town and its vicinity ; every place correspond^ 
with this engaging picture. 

The demesne of Tanderagee had an immense 
quantity of full-grown timber, which has lately been 
greatly diminished ; but a sufficiency remains to de- 
corate the bold and abrupt eminences, which it has 
been justly celebrated for. Nature still triumphs in 
her display of wild and irr^ular charms, which are 
of that description that, we should suppose, yvouldl 
rather be injured than improved by modern jinpof. 
vations. 

The present proprietor has adde4 some plant^-^ 
tions, to supply the timber he has felled, with an in- 
fant nursery in good management, and he has al- 
ready nearly completed a very capital and extensivf^ 
garden* 

In the hot-houses I observed a mode of procuring 
shoots from plants, which seems worthy of particular 
attention. A tin vessel, which resembles a porrin- 
ger, and will hold about three pints, is constructed 
so as to open with a hinge in the side, being divided 

A a into 
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into two- distinct parts, as we may conceive cotild be 
done by cutting a porringer through both sides and 
bottoito, and separating it into two equal pieces^ 
which might be connected again with a hinge in the 
side*; in the centre of the bottom, through which 
the cut has been made, is a circular hole, large 
enough to admit the branch of the fruit-tree, from 
which tooti are to be forced. This vessel, or can- 
nister, as it is called, being unhinged, is made to 
Embrace the branch, and, the sides of it being se- 
cured by a clasp, it i^ filled with a compost, of 
which I could not learn the proportions, but the 
materials cpnsist of cow-dung, virgin earth, and turf- 
mould ; this being attentively watered, the branch 
is exposed to the glass, so as to have all the power 
of the sun, which, together with the artificial heat 
of the hot-house, will soon have the effect of forcing 
out roots and filaments ; these fibres can be easily 
examined by opening the cannister, and, when suf- 
ficiently strong, the branch is cut off just below the 
vessel, having now a complete root shot out, and it 
is placed in a pot with its original compost about 
the root. This plant, after due nursing, is trained 
against the glass, or the wall of the hot-house, in 
the usual manner ; the effect being exactly similar 
to that of striking roots from layers of branches. 
The plant, which is thus acquired, is termed a 
water-set, and, whilst in the process of striking out 

its 
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its roots, is still drawing sustenance from the parent 
stock ; this is an easy and ingenious mode of propa- 
gating scarce and valuable plants. Near Colonel 
Sparrow's demesne, is the elegant glebe and par- 
sonage, which, for above forty-five years, was 
the residence of the late Reverend Doctor Lester, 
and which, by this gentleman's great taste and 
liberality, has arrived to its present degree of im- 
provement. 

The farms on this estate are very small, and the 
population immense. The average size of farms is 
under four acres, and the proportion of inhabitants 
nearly seven to a house ; they hold their tenures 
under one life only. Limestone is distant about six 
miles from the nearest quarry by land carriage, but 
they can be supplied on better terms by the Newry 
canal. Lime is their principal manure; they fre- 
quently spread the lime on lea ground, as I have 
remarked in other parts of this work, and they suf- 
fer it to remain on the surface, perhaps three years 
before it is ploughed in, or as long as they find this 
top-dressing serviceable to the grass, calculating^ 
that by its effects on the soil it is now matured for 
cropping with grain ; and experience has convinced 
them, that in this idc^a they are not mistaken; a 
liming is however seldom repeated above once in 
ten years, so that we may judge how little land is ap- 
propriated to grass; their tillage consists in the 
A a 2 culture 
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culture of potatoes, flax, and oats principally, and 
they have a resource in the low-lands and bottom 
meadows for hay; the meadow is taken by t^:« 
acre, and the hay is carried ofF^by the purchaser 
after being three weeks made, or is forfeited, tbat 
the after-grass may be preserved. Average price of 
good meadow six guineas per acre ; of an inferior 
sort, from 3/. to 4/. The rent of flax and potatoe 
ground, for a crop of each, two seasons, five guineas 
per acre, and a rich dunging ; the proprietor of the 
ground taking possession as soon as the flax crop 
is ofll 

The following very liberal premiums have been 
offered by Colonel Sparrow to his tenantry, and 
each house on the estate was served with a printed 
copy of them, stipulating the conditions, &c. 

1. Three guineas for the largest and best crop of 
clover or vetches, in proportion to the size of the 
farm, to be ploughed in after the second cutting. 

2. Two guineas for the second best ditto. 

3. Three guineas for the largest and best crop of 
turnips, in proportion to the size of the farm. 

4. Two guineas for the second best ditto. 

5. Three guineas for the largest quantity of pota- 
toes, which shall be altogether* planted, moulded, 
and turned-out with the plough. 

6. Two guineas for the second best ditto. 

7. Three 
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7. Three guineas for the neatest and oleanest 
farm*house, offices, and yard, in proporti<m to the 
ability of the tenaht« 

8. Two guineas for the second best ditto. 

9. Three guineas for the fiurm, which shall appear 
to be best cultivated, fenced, and cleanest of weeds^ 
in proportion to its si^e, and the ability of the tenant. 

10. Two guineas for the second best ditto, 

11. Two guineas, and eight-pence per pound, 
for the best clieese made upon the estates. 

12. One guinea, and six-pence per pound, for 
the second best ditto. 

13. An oak loom, to the journeyman weaver, 
who shall have wove the greatest number of pieces 
of yard-wide linen, of, or above, the set of a twelve 
hundred, within the last twelve months ; to be eer-* 
tified by his employers. , 

14. An dak loom, to the weaver's apprentice, who, 
shall have wove the greatest number of the above ; 
to be certified by his master. 

15. Twenty guineas to the person, who shall 
plant the largest and best orchard. One half to be 
paid when the trees are two years planted, and the 
remainder when in bearing. 

16. Fifteen guineas for the second best ditto. 

17. Ten guineas for the third best ditto. 

18. Three guineas to the tenant, who shall most 
industriously and beneficially employ his children 

duving 
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during the year; boys under fifteen years, girls 
under fourteen. 

19. Two guineas to the second most deserving 
ditto. 

The river Ban joins the Newry navigation within 
two miles of Tanderagee, and from thence, with the 
Cushier river, flows into Lough Neagh, making in 
this course about eight miles* 

The great advantage of this canal is the constant 
supply of sea-coal brought from Newry, at 4^. 8rf. 
per ton freight. The numerous bleach-mills in this 
vicinity could not be supplied with turf, this fuel is 
so scarce in this district. From Tanderagee to 
Guilford there is the closest neighbourhood of opu- 
lent linen merchants; and, for a great extent in- 
deed, almost the whole of the country is a continu- 
ation of demesnes and beautiful improvements; many 
of these are held by the respectable society of 
Quakers, and their establishments in the linen trade 
are the most considerable in this country, A ma- 
nufactory has been erected here for vitriol, which is 
indispensable in the bleaching process, and is the 
joint property of several merchants, who have a 
large capital sunk in this concern, from which a suf-- 
ficiency of vitriol is made, equal to their demand. 

This beautiful country lies low, and is greatly 
inconvenienced by the precarious inundations from 

Lough 
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. Lpugh Neagh, which have sometimes extended so 
far as eight miles from the usugil shore, branching 
injto the direction of the county of Down. In this 
range, whether towards Lurgan, Moira, or Newry, 
the Jai)fls lie Low, and present an uncommonly fine 
plain ; ;and; in spme lines of this view, ciilturQ 
is brought to higher perfection than I have ever 
witnessed ; particularly that partj" which lies in the 
^ounty of Down, in the vicinity of Guilford, Hall's- 
n)iill^ and Waringstown, is tjruly charming, Th^ 
delightful improvements in this view, and the ver- 
dure of the lands, are finely contrasted with the 
white webs, which cover so extensive an area> 
this whole couijtry b^ing ocpupieiji by wealthy 
bleachers. 

On the western borders of Orior, tracing towftrda 
Newry, stands the old village of Clare, where an 
excellent fair is held on the 12th of May, Thi$ 
village is on the estate of Colonel Dawson, whose 
demesne of Clare-castle adjoins ; the ms^nsion is one 
of the most ancient in the county, and is now IJf^ 
the occupation of Mx^ Leigh, 

In this direction is ako the village of Pprtnorris ; 
from hence towards the southward, the country par^ 
takes more of the features, of the Fews district, 
whose mountains extend into this barony, and joi^i 
the Doobrin mountains, which arq pnly here distin« 
gijish^d by that name, and are a part of the ^amfi 

ran^^ 
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range. In this line is the small village of Camlongb, 
if it deserves even the rank of a village, so 
named from the celebrated lake of Camlough, 
ifrhich is worthy of particular notice, on account 
of the rapid stream, that flows from this small sheet 
of water, and performs more actual work in a line 
not quite two miles, than can perhaps be equalled 
in ahy part of Irfeland ; and the numerous works 
on its banks furnish an eminent instance of the 
supeirior spirit and industry of the people in this pro- 
vince, who so eagerly seize every natural advantage 
fot furthering and encreasing their trade. 

This stream first supplies the cprn-mill of Cam- 
lough, which is extensive in comparison with this 
description of mills in this country, from whence 
It courses to Mr. John DufTs very capital bleach- 
ing concerns, tvhich are capable of completing 
14,000 pieces in the year. Mr. William Pollock's 
TTorks, where 18,000 webs can be finished^ are 
next amply supplied by this stream ; a short dis- 
tance hence, ort thfeir banks are erected the most 
capital boulting-milk in the count}', equal to ma- 
nufacture lb,000 barrels of wheat, which are the 
jJroperty of Messrs. Jackson and Co. ; on the next 
fall a good flax-inill is erected ; and, at a short 
di&iamce from it, another corn-mill ; from thence this 
satnfe sti'eain flows to Mr. Joseph Campbell's bleaeh- 
ttiiil, cap^blfe of finishing 18,000 webs; the next 

works 
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works on the banks of this busy water are,, the 
flour-mills of Messrs. Christopher Reed and Co*, 
but I hare not learned their capability ; near to these 
concerns is another fall, which is intended for some 
extensive fnanufactory, I understand in the pottery 
or foundery process ; below this are two other falls, 
the property of Messrs. Atkinson and Co. , on one 
of which they have^ erected a bleach-mill, and are 
about occupying the other in the same process ; 
here it joins the demesne of Derrymore, the seat 
of th^ Right Hon. Isaac Corry. The very fine im- 
provements of Derrymore shew the correct and 
elegant taste of Mr. Southerland, who planned them, 
and superintended their execution; this demesne, 
when Mr. Corry undertook its improvement, had 
great natural capabilities in respect of beauty, and 
he has persevered in reclaiming a region, which was 
a bleak and almost barren waste. The young 
plantations already display a fine appearance of 
wood ; the approaches are extremely well planned, 
and the cottage, which is as yet the only residence, 
is, without exception, the most elegant summer lodge 
I have ever seen. The grounds here lie high, and 
their improvements will have a fine effect from Newry 
as the plantations get up. 

TifAciftg a continuation of the borders of Orior, 
we must riow e^teiid more to the westward, where 
we meet with little worth our particular notice, tiU 

we 
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we arrive at Fork-hill , where a good barrack i9 
erected and constantly garrisoned. This village and 
manor was the estate of the late Richard Jackson, 
Esq. whose seat adjoins, and I must renaark, that 
this gentleman bequeathed this very considerable 
property for charitable purposes after a most extra-* 
ordinar}"^ manner. 

I cannot convey the sense of this uncommon be- 
quest better than by transcribing the will, which is 
given in the aunexpd note ^ ; and by it there ap« 

pears^ 

* In the Qame of Go<)» ^men. I Richard Jacksop, 
of Fork-hill Lodge, in the county of Armagh, Esq. being 
of sound and disposing mind, memory, and undersunding, 
do make and publish this, my last will and testament, 
hereby revoking all former and other wills by me hereto* 
lore made. I give and bequeath to my dearly beloved 
wife, to be by her will disposed of as she shall think 
proper, all my estate in the county of Cavan, subject to 
the sum of 20,coc/. sterling, out of which snm of 20,OQoL 
sterling, good and lawful money of Great Britain, I order 
my debts and legacies to be pud, and the remainder, if 
any, of the said sum of 20,poo/. I leave to my executors 
«poo trust. 

I give and devise to my sister, Susannah Barton, widovE, 
and her daughter after her decease, all that remains my 
property in the city of Dublin, not subject to any debt 
91 the time of my decease, and to their heirs for evef. 

I give 
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pears, that a considerable interest in his estate of 
Forkhill was left undisposed of, and, of course, de- 
scended to his heir at law ; the rental of the estate 
"Was at the time of his decease, in the year 1787, 
about 2550/. per annunu 

1 give and devise to the Most Rev. the Lord Primate 
of ail Ireland, the Right Rev. the Lords Bishops of 
Down, Connor, and Dromore, the rectors of the parishes 
of Fork-hill, Killevy, Loughguilly, Creggan,^nd Dundalk, 
and their successors, all my estate of Fork-hill upon trust 
and as trustees, for the uses herein after named, viz. : ist. 
that, upon my decease, the interest of the 20,000/. charged 
upon my Cavan estates shall be regularly paid out of my 
Armagh e§tate, during the life of my ever dear wife; 
the remainder to be divided, after my wife has taken as 
n)uch as she thinks proper for her ample accommodation, 
both of houses, demesnes, and rent, into two equal parts $ 
I mean the rents to be equally divided, one half to be 
enjoyed by my sister and her daughter, and after their 
decease to the propagating tie gospel; the other half to he 
expended in clothing and educating as many^ as the fund will 
alioWf children of the church of Ireland, and in giving, at 
the age of twenty five years, to each five pounds and a loom^ 
and a small holding in preference to other tenants who mcy 
offer. I would wish, that such tenants should not get leasee 
for HveSf that they may not be debauched by the thirst or 
power of gold. I appoint my wife, sister, niece, the Rcr, 

Thomas 
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This naturally threatened much litigation, but 
the parties wisely compromised and adjusted mat- 
ters, iK^hich tliey got confirmed by an act of parlia- 
ment; 

Thomas Woolsey, Jackson Wray, jun. Esq. Thomas Reed, 
of Dundalk, Esq. and Daniel M'Dougall, executors of this 
my last will aed testament; my will is, that afur my wife's, 
»ster*Sy and her daughter's decease, that half of Fork-hill 
estate shall he employed in propagating the reRgion of our 
blessed Saviour^ particularly in the east. By addmg to the 
number of Danish and other protestant missionaries^ as my 
said trustees^ or any three tf them^ a bkhop bang one, shall 
think proper* 

I gi*ve to the infirmary of Dtsndalk lOo/. ; mid I give 
$0 the rector of Fork-hill^ for the time beings three guineae 
yearly^ to be by him, or my executors, in his name, paid to 
said infirmary annually s the like sum of three guineas annually p 
to Armagh infirmary, I leave to him or ny executors^ to be 
paid in his name, or in the name of the curate, if the rector 
should reside elsewhere, as my intention is, that the resident 
elergyman should be a governor of each hospital, for the good 
ef my poor fellow^reatures, who are destroyed ty the advice 
ef quack doctors. 

I leave to Jackson Wray, jun. Esq, loo/. ; the like to 
Daniel M*DougalI, my faithful steward; a year's wages to 
each of my servants ; ten pounds yearly to Richard Gracey» 
and ten pounds more to Thomasi his father^ for bis main- 
teaaoce. 

I give 
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ment ; in which it was agreed, that a portion of 
the rents from the estate of Fork*hill, immediately 

from 

I give to Mrs. Ami Boyd, of Wexford, aoo/. and ^r 
her decease to her nephewi my godsoo. I desife my 
executors may, with the advice of my trustees, apply the 
remainder of the a 0,000/. towards the defraying the ex- 
pence of any suits at ]aw, that may be commenced on ac- 
count of this will, without sale of my manor of Fork-hill, 
and in making a decent proviiionfor honest old decayed trajes' 
men or farmer^. I have 1 00/. to bay looms f to be given io 
the poorest of my tenants in my two manors^ whose spns have 
serT)ed an apprenticeship of three years $ and I leave 100 
great coats to 100 of the oldest of them at the time of my 
decease. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my band 
and seal, this 20th day of July, 1776. 

RICHARD JACKSON. 



Signed, sealed, published, and declared 
by the testator, as, and for his last will 
and testament, in the presence of us, 
who in his presence, and the presence of 
each other, have hereunto subscribed our 
names as witnesses hereto, 

SAMUEL BUTLER, 
THOMAS BUNBURY, ' 
JOHN M'MULLEN. 
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from the time of the testator's decease, was to be 
applied to the uses of the poor children of his te- 
nants, as directed in the will, and to continue for 
ever, which lands at that time yielded 375/. annu- 
ally ; and the residue of the net income, after the 
deduction of 200/. per annum, for agencies, quit- 
rent, &c. was to be vested in his wife, sister, and 

niece during their lives, and, after their decease, that 

• 
the one half of the net income of said estate of Fork- 
hill was to be applied, firom thence for ever, to the 
' propagation of the christian religion in the east ; 
the remainder of the issues of the estate was for 
ever to become the property of the heirs and as- 
agns of his sister, as heir at law, as is more par- 
ticularly set forth in the act of parliament. 

This digression was necessary to the fully ex- 
plaining the nature of the charitable purposes, for 
which the bequest was made, and which so mate- 
rially concerned the district under consideration. I 
shall now resume the review of this division. 

The southern bounds are the wildest parts of the 
county, which are already described in the early 
part of this work ; in this district is the small vil- 
lage of Fleury-bridge, situated about four miles 
from Newry, on the Dublin road, where there is 
a daily post, and which adjoins the village of Jones- 
borough. These two villages are now considered 
as one only, under th^ denomination of Jones- 
borough, 



or T*HE COUNTY OF ARMAGH. i&j 
borough, and adjoin the county of Louth, at the 
demesne of Ravensdale-park. 

The eastern bqunds of this barony, which aisp 
make the line of division between this county and 
Down, are sti^ongly naarked by the Newry canal, 
and the Newry river. I return to the point of 
junction of the river Ban with the canal, and shall 
trace it from thence up the stream to Newry 
town. 

This river flows in a valley, which extends from 
Lough^Neagh to the sea, and was a strong line of 
defence in this country, which was so long the 
scene of warfare, in contest between the English 
troops and the natives, and a natural barrier of at 
least twenty-five miles in length, ^6n which were 
but four passes, affording a dangerous and formida- 
ble communication between the counties of Down 
and Armagh, through bogs, woods, and morasses; 
these remarkable places were Scatva, Tuscan*s-pass, 
PoyntzVpass, and Newry, all of which may be as 
properly said to be in Armagh as in Down county, 
as they stand on the borders of both, and it was 
in these places that the English armies first assem- 
bled in the year 1688. 

The first of these, on the line from Lough- 
Neagh, is Scarva-pass, which is defended by a large 
bog, through which it runs, and was anciently called 
Glau-Flttsh; some works were buil^ on this pass 

by 
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by Colonel Monk, afterwards Duke of Albemarle, 
but not of durable materials, as there do not re- 
main any vestiges of them; near this pass is a 
small village with a saIt*work, and also a small lake 
called Lough-shark from the abundance of pike it 
is famous for ; a lesser lake, which is' contiguous, is 
called Lough-dian. 

Approaching towards Newry from hence, the road 
runs parallel to the canal, and just adjoining it, 
and the country on either side is very interesting, 
and in great cultivation. In this line we approach 
the neat town of Acton, which, with the adjoining 
mansion, demesne, and manor of the same name, was 
some years since purchased by the late Mr. Hanna, 
a very eminent merchant of Newry, from the then 
proprietor, Mr. Stewart, a lineal descendant of the 
original family, by whom that extensive manor for 
ages past had been enjoyed. 

The village of Acton, which adjoins the Newry 
canal, is extremely neat, the houses are new and 
.well built with hewn stone, window stools, and the 
roofs are very capitally slated and ranged in due 
and neat proportion. Tiie main street is intersected 
at right angles, and already nearly one half of the 
original plan is. completely built. Mr. Hanna paid 
much attention to the improvement of the town 
during the short time it was under his controul, 
and built a capital malt-house and stores on the 

banks 
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banks of the Newry canal, which passes dose to v 
the village. 

The situation of Acton is extremely favourable for 
trade, and naturally is Vferj^ beautiful ; an excellent 
inn is already established here, and this is now a 
"well frequented stage, which the new line of road 
from hence to Newry so particularly is favourable 
to. 

From hence to Drumbanagher, the seat of 

Moore, Esq. the country is very fine. In this ca- 
pital demesne the soil is rich, and the plantations 
in great vigour, surrounding a very excellent man- 
sion-house. 

This part of the country is extremely well for- 
tified by nature, lying high and commanding a 
great extent, and is celebrated as having been the 
principal strong hold of the Earl of Tyrone, during 
his long contested wars with the English govern- 
menu 

; The vestiges of his entrenchments, where he was 
encamped, are yet seen, and since his time to the 
present have been called Tyrone's ditches. This 
position was also chosen by this general, as being 
the most central between I^ough-Neagh and the sea^ 
and his troops covered the entire line. 

From hence, the' country is beautifully iwooded^ 

particularly on the county of Down side; and on 

the new line of road to Newry, where the brow 

B b ©f 
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of the hiil has been levelled and cleared of the rock, 
the views are interesting and picturesque. 

I should have noted the pass between Acton and 
Drumbanagber, which was originally caHed Fen- 
wick's, but now PojntzVpass, from the circum- 
stance of this important position having been forced, 
after a desperate action, by Lieutenant Poyntz of 
the English "army, with a few troops, against an 
immense body of Tyrone's soldiers ; for this extra- 
ordinary gallantry, he was rewarded with a grant 
of 200 acres* in this barony, which his descen- 
dants have since enjoyed. A castle formerly com- 
manded the pass, some vestiges of which can yet^ 
be traced. 

On the line from Drumbaiiagher to Newry, is 
the last of these formidable passes ; the positron is 
very strong on this side of the water, and the ground, 
commanding it, is called Tuscan's, or Lumb's-pass ; 
in Irish it is named Tumshane. I have not learned 
the origin of its name ; a castle was also btiilt here 
to protect this ptos, which can 5'et been traced. 

The particulars of the present establishment of 
the Newry canal, iiirhich I have frequently had oc- 
casion to mention in this division, will be found 
in the sixth section 'of the first chapter, under the 
heads. Waters^ iVimhy cunal. 

I should 

* See the extracts from Harris's Hlbemicai in the 
Appendix to this work. 
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I should however remark the wonderful change 
of the constitution, if I may call it, of this county 
at the present day, from what it possessed when this 
navigation was first made at the expence of the na- 
tion ; the intention having been, as is particularly 
expressed, for the benefit of agriculture, and to 
convey coals from the Tyrone collieries to Newry, 
from whence they might be shipped for the diffe- 
rent ports of Ireland. The reverse is now actually 
the purpose, for which this canal is at all employed^ 
and proves how little it is occupied in assisting 
agriculture, and how e.ntirely it has been devoted 
to the furtherance of manufacture. This is exem- 
plified in the privilege the public enjoyed, of con- 
veying manure, lime, or limestone on this naviga- 
tion toll-free ; and it will serve as a strong proof 
of the decrease of trade on this line, as well as 
of the ignorance of the neighbouring farmers of 
their privileges^ when I inform iny readers, that 
at' this time they draw their, lime' in cars on .the 
road, which runs close to the canal, and parallel } 
to it for several miles distance, both for the pur- 
poses of manure and of building, at ten times 
more expence than they might convey it by wa- 
ter; and so far from this line being employed in 
the xonveyance of coals from the Tyrone collieries 
to >tewry, perhaps a greater quantity of sea-coal 
is sent from Newry on this navigation to the nu- 
B b 2 xnerous 
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merous bleach-greens in the interior, as well an 
the great abundance, ivhich is consumed in this po« 
pulous district for culinary purposes. 

The demesnes not before mentioned in this di« 
vision are, MuUaviliy, the seat of Mr. M^Conwell ; 
Poyntz's-pass, of Mr. Bellj Fork-hill lodge, of 
Mrs. Barton ; Fork-hill, of Mrs- Jackson ; Heath- 
ball, of Mr. Seaver ; Southwark, of Mr. Courtney ; 
Jonesborough, of Mr. M^Neale ; and TurnerV 
hill, of Mr. Turner, Some of these are already 
finished demesnes, in high culture, and ornamental 
improvement, and a particular attention is paid to 
plantation. 

The general report of th6 soil of this extensive 
division is deep, tilly, and rich, highly fertilized 
with lime manure, and it yields very fine crops, par- 
ticularly of barley. The average value of these 
lands is fully equal to thirty shillings per plantation 
acre, annual rent. 

The country from hence to Newry, by the na- 
vigation, is very pleasing and well cultivated, but, 
departing from the canal line, a worse road cannot 
be conceived, than from the junction of the new 
road with the old turnpike road between Newry 
and Armagh j the miserable state of the bleak lands, 
at either side, fully corresponds with the evident 
and disgraceful neglect of this part of the country, 
aud deserves great reprehension ; on so noted a 

thoroughfare^ 



OF THE COUNTY OF ARMAGH. 373 

thoroughfare, surely the tolb ought to be adequate 
to the repairs. 
I shall now conclude this chapter with some ac- 
count of the town of Newry, and the interesting 
particulars of that antient lordship. 



Lordship of Newfy. 

Qf this extensive territory, by far the greater part 
is in Down county, and is constituted there a half 
^arony; the smaller division, which is situate in 
this county, lies in the barony of Orior. This 
property deserves a particular attention, on account 
of thje extraordinary privileges and immunities, both 
ciyjl and ecclesiastical, which the proprietor has 
enjoyed for many ages. 

The great. expanse, wliiph inpludesthjs lordship 
of Newry, was originally abbey lands. The abbey 
for Cistercians was founded anno 1153, by Maurice 
M^Loghlin ^, monarch of all Ireland, with the con- 
Sfent of the kings and peers of Ulster, and Errigal, 

* From the several bishops, who were witnesses to this 
cluifter> it appears to have been granted between thf veara 
1 148 and 1173. See Harris's Collect. 
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mid became a celebrated place^ which was the ori- 
gin of the town of Newry, 

This building was named Nevara^ense Monaste- 
rium, or the abbey of Newrie*, and it is named 
in the charter, Jbar Cj/n tracta^ which is trans? 
lated, the flourishing head of a yew tree ; the tra- 
dition being, that, at the tifaae of the founding of 
the abbey, there wa» here a . celebrated grove of 
this timber, which was a suitable place for monkish 
confinement and recluse studies. It is further said, 
that two remarkable yew trees shaded the abbey 
gates; hence the place was called in the plural 
number, the Newries^ or the Yews; in the latin 
of that age it is translated, Monasterium de vifidi 
It'gnoy from the Irish Na.J&r. We are told that 
in the burial ground, which adjoins the abbey, some 
stumps of trees were found anno 1688, on the south- 
east side, by soldiers who Were digging a grave; 
that these stumps, or roots, had a beautiful red co- 
lour, and took a fine polish, and were converted 
into utensils for various purposes; it is probable 
they were the remains' of the ^ncient yews, for 
which this place was celebrated. 

The abbey being founded, a library was annexed 
to it, and this religious house was placed under the 

invocation 

• Newry has been also called, yuUat'Mwttf Tindgk 

See Monasticon Hibernicum, 
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in^rocation of St. Patrick and St. Mary; bat it is 
recorded, that, in 116^, the abbey was burnt and 
the library, and a yew tree, whict wqs planted by 
St. Patrick, shared the same fate; about eighty years 
after the founding, die several endowments were 
confirpaed to it by Hugh de Lacey, Esuri of Ulster. 
From tfaence until the reign of Henry VIIL 
this abbey flourished, and had amassed eonsidera- 
ble treasures, but this monarch chained its consti* 
tntioH to a coUegiatie church for secular priests^ 
9nno , 1543. This college consisted of a warden and 
vicars chord ; a confirmation of all those posses- 
sions was granted on the 28 th of Ji^ne^ in the 30di 
of Henry VIII. reserving only to the crown 
the yearly rent of four marcs ; but a few year$ 
after, when this princp shook off his subjugation to 
the papal see, it shared the fate of the ot^r reU« 
gious houses, and was dissolved; but in fbe suc- 
ceeding reign of Edward yi. this lordship was 
granted to Sir Nicholas BagnaH, who was marshal 
crf^ Ireland, with all the immunities and privileges, 
which it enjoyed as an ecclesiastical estabiishmenli^ 
and he was permitted to use in his court die an- 
cient seal of the charter, on which is represented 
a mitred abbot in his a)be sitting in a chair, sap- 
ported by two yew trees ; the motto, Sigiilum ex^ 
^mpt^ jurisdictionis de Vividi iignoy alius Newry 
et Mourns. 

The 
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The marshal now resided on bis territory, con* 
verted the abbey into, his palace, re«.edified and 
strengthened the town, and built some castles and 
strong works, the vestiges of which yet remain, nor 
is it above fifty years since the ruins of the ancient 
chapel were standing. He also built the church, 
anno 1578, and is interred within its walls. 

This church, which is situated on very high 
ground, almost inaccessible to carriages, isa viearage 
in the diocese of Dromore ; it was almost destroyed 
by the insurgents in 1641, and remained a ruin till 
after the Restoration, when it was repaired and 
roofed ; but soon after the roof was taken off, and 
the walls were raised, to admit of a gallery. 

In 1689, the Duke of Berwick burned the towaof 
Newry, to secure his retreat to Dundalk from the 
English forces under the command of the Duke of 
Schotnllergh. 

This lordship, and, all its ancient privileges, were 
enjoyed by the descendants of Sir Nicholas Bagnall, 
and at length became the joint property of two 
ladies, on whose marriages the estate was divided, 
and is now vested in the Earl of Uxbridge and Mr. 
Keedbam; the former proprietor enjoying the 
Moume manor ^^ and the latter the lordship of Newry. 
The line of division takes place at Crown-bridge, in 
the county of Down, about a mile from Newry, 
marked by a celebrated rath, with a large platform 

on 
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on its summit, which, tradition says, was erected 
for the place of single combat, fought by two 
princes, who were competitors for a royal territory ; 
hence this place was called Crown-rath, from 
which the bridge is also named. The ruins of an 
old chapel stand northward of the rath, on a rising ^ 
ground, contiguous to a small lake. 

In the original grant to Sir Nicholas Bagnall, 
there is a reservation of certain tenements in the 
town of Ncwry, and the town-land of Cornyhoughsj 
which is in the vicinity, over which the lord was to 
have no privilege, it having been a prior grant made 
to one Colin Crilly. 

Mr. Needham now enjoys all the ancient privi- 
leges and immunities under the old monkish seal^ 
which are very consideftible. li^\% ex officio reictot 
of the parish, and, has the power of granting mar- 
riage licences and probates of wills ; he receives the 
tithes with his rents, and appoints a' clergyman his 
vicar, to whom he pays a salary ; it is contended that 
this gentleman is only accountable to him for his 
conduct, and not to the bishop, which, however, 
is a. point disputed, and yet to be determined. The 
presentation to the living is claimed by the bishop, 
. which is also to be decided ; but, should the eccle- 
siastical court be successful in this claim, it will-tend 
to no advantage, for the tithes are the property of 
the rector, and the salary be pays his vicar is quite 

at 
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at bis option ; and it is even a maJtter of doubt, 
ivbetber tbe bishop could oppose his oBSciating in 
person y although not in orders, so fully are bis rights 
expressed. His power in granting marrii^ licence^ 
is also very full, as by his authority the marriage is 
goody if there be no legal objection to the parties 
intermarrying; but no legal omission, or errors in 
the proceedings, or in the licence, ivould annul the 
marriage', which was not generally the law of the 
land prior to the passing of the marriage-acty and 
before that time this proprietor enjoyed the pri<». 
rilege. 

Exclusively of his ecclesiastical privileges, his 
civil authority is very great, as he holds courts baron 
and leet, and can command the sheriff not to carry 
his rod through bis territories, even b^ore the 
judges ; and, to preserve this authority, that magis- 
trate's rod has been broken in their presence. He 
has also the power, by his receipt, of discharging 
all recognizances to the crown, which have been 
forfeited within bis jurisdiction, if the offender has 
resided therein six weeks prior to the forfeiture, 
which it is mandatory in the sheriff to obey, and 
which sum the lord of the manor can order into his 
treasury, and keep from the king's exchequer. 
This right has also been preserved by tbe institution 
of a suit against the sheriff, for having paid 300/. 
into the exchequer^ of fines levied within this manor, 

which 
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which sum, with costs, was tecoTered from him by 
the award of the court ; nor can a judge of assize, in 
the towns of Armagh or Downpatrick, efFectualljr 
punish an offender, within these territories, for not 
appearing to the sheriff's summons, as it is in the 
power of the lord of this manor to remit the fine at 
his pleasure, or to enforce the forfeiture, and order 
the sheriff to pay it into his own treasury.* 

The tithes and the rents of the lands of Mr. 
Needham's proportion exceed 10,000/. per annam, 
but the tenth part of these lands are not in this 
county* This gentleman's character, as a landlord, 
cannot be excelled in indulgence and generosity to 
his tenants. 

Lord Uxbridge's manor of Mourne, though con- 
siderably more extensive, is not so lucrative as the 
lordship of Newry ; it covers the vast area of the 
Mourne mountains, and a large district, the greater 
partfi of which are wild, uncultivated, and uninha» 
bited wastes. His Lordship and Mr. Needham pre- 
sent in rotation to the united parishes of Mourne^ 
Kilcoo, and Kilfegan, which are estimated at 1000/. 
per annum, all situate in the county of Down. 

In that part of the town of Newry, which is 
within this county, very fine warehouses are erected; 

and 

* I uodentand that Mr. Needham remits this privilege t9 
the crown, but does not concede it altogether, only during 
his pleasure* 



380 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

and a considerable wholesale trade is carried ob 
bere. From hence runs the canal, nearly parallel 
with the Ban, in its course to Lough Neagh, and at 
fourteen miles distance it joins that river. The line 
of this navigation, from Newry towards the sea, ter- 
minates at Fa^thom, where it joins the tide-water. A 
canal has been in contemplation, to be cut from this 
town to Armagh, and an iron road is also talked of, 
but there has been no decision in either cases. 

Newry is celebrated for its extensive butter trade, 
which, it is said, amounts to above 300,000/. an- 
nually. This market is so well known, that some- 
times they send buttei^ here even from the county of 
Sligo; the price is certainly encouraging, and has 
the last season averaged 5/. 12^. per hundred weight. 

This trade will doubtless be injured, when a canal 
or iron road from Castleblaney to Dundalk is com- 
pleted, which is determined on. All the butter of 
Cavan and Monaghan counties, which is regularly 
sent to Newry through Castleblaney, will stop here, 
and go to Dundalk, by which means a great ex- 
pence, and seventeen miles distance of the worst 
road in Ireland, will be saved. 

A considerable trade is also carried on in Newry, 
in supplying pork and beef for the navy orders. 

The linens exported from Newry, from January 
1802 to 1803, amount to 200fiOOLj and might 
average 2s. 2d. per yard. 

The 
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The flax-seed imported for the last ten years, 
from 1792 to 1801, both inclusive, averaged 12,321 
casks annually; the greatest number was 18,160 
casks in the year 1799, and the smallest number was 
7,064 casks in 1795. 

The linen market is the second in the province, 
and averages 4,500/. weekly sales. This is held in 
the most inconvenient and disagreeable part of the 
town, which place is also chosen for the cattle-stand 
on fair days, and is extremely inconvenient. 
. The linen market is here considerably decreased, 
since the new market of Kilkeel, in the county of 
Down, and of Carlingford, in the county of Louth, 
were established, which are both near to Newry« 
The litien trade of Belfast has also rivalled this 
town ; its linen-hall is well established ; but the 
splendid edifice, which the merchants of Newry 
built for this purpose at an inmiense expence, is now 
entirely abandoned from its original use, and has 
lately been purchased by government, and con- 
verted into a barrack/ The old barracks are to be 
appropriated to a custom-house, which will be a 
great convenience to the merchants, as the present 
custom«house lies far from their business. 

These new barracks are unquestionably the best 
accommodated for the purpose in Ireland, or per- 
haps in his Majesty's dominions, though built for a 
purpose so extremely different as a linen-hall. The 

^ lintn- 
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lineii^inerchaiitg have been obliged to sell these cen« 
oerns to such a disadvantage, that the dividend^ of 
€<ach proprietor was but thirty poands for every ori- 
ginal hundred subscribed, as it was built by sub- 
scription, and debentures were issued accordingly. 

In this to\vn a very capital distillery and raalt- 
bouses were lately erected ; and some good breweries^ 
with a windmill for bolting Bour on a large scale, 
have also been built. 

A new coffee-house has lately been finished, and 
this town has long been celebrated for its handsome 
theatre. A capital foundery is now in forwardness, 
suid there is already an extensive manafectory for aH 
sorts of hammered iron, particularly for spades, 
diovels, and scythes. 

A spirited trader has also set up several looms for 
weaving damask, which have evei^ prospect ol 
success. 

All the subordinate branches of manufacture, equal 
to Ae demand of so populous* a neighbourhood^ are 
;oairr]ed oniu this town, and the sliops are welt sup- 
plied with net only the* necessaries, but all the ele- 
gazicies required in so opulent a vicinity. 

I must not omit, that Newry is a pot-waWoping 
borough, and returns) one member to the Imperial 
parliament. _ , 

It would be unpardonable to conclude this sec- 
tioD^ without noticing the celebrated Pagan reliqnes 

of 
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of Cairn, or Tla^hgdgha Ban. There are two 
places of this name in this division, both situ- 
ated near Newry. One of them, is a conical 
heap of stones, one hundred and eighty yards in 
circufflference, ami ten yards in height ; the other a 
Pagan temple. This remaritable place, which is 
about two miles north of Newry, on the banks of the 
cana], is one of the earliest vestiges of antiquity 
which remaia in Ireland ; it is doubtless of Pagan 
origin, and must have been a Crom-Leach^ of the 

Druids, 

* The following critical explanation of this word, from 
General Vallancey's Vmdication of the Ancient History of 
Ireland, may be acceptable to my readers. 

" Crom-Leach.-^No words in the Pagan religion of the 
western world have been less understood, than these, by all 
writers. It is the name usually given to two monuments of 
a distinct nature ; one consists of a large flat stone in a ho- 
rizontal position (or near it) supported by other upright 
stones, fixed in the ground, on purpose to bear the weight of 
that stone, which rests upon them ; its elevation is six or 
eight feet from the ground. This was properly named the 
Curr-am-leacbf the stone cast about ; in some places it still 
retains the name of Carrsg Curra (a), or the rock to be casf 
at. These are generally placed on elevated grounds, some- 
times standing on the plain natural soil, and at other times on 
the tops of Cams or artificial mounts ; and at others it is 
placed in the middle of a circle of stones erect ; it was then 
aamed Cir-am-Ieachf or, the circle about the stone (b). The 

third 

(a) As at Carig Curra^ county of Waterford. 

(b) At Carig a^fihouhay in county of Cork, 
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Drnids, as it bears every resemblance to their an-^^ 
cieut temples in its interior di^sition, though it 

differs 

third species of these monumentSy Is the large stone of a rude 
pyramidical form placed on three others, which is alto named 
a Crom-leacb ; these huge irregular rocks required three up- 
nghts at least* to support their incumbent weight ; there is 
no mystery, as some have idly imagined, in the number of 
the supporters, because, as Dr. Borlase righdy obsenres, they 
found it much easier to place and fix securely any incumbent 
weight on three supporters, than on two, four, or more; 
hence we find, when the weight was too great to be raised, 
the stone rested on the natural ground, as at M6n in Corn- 
wall, or they cut away the rocks, if any below it, to give it 
the appearance of having been placed there by art, as the 
Chct-market'ttone at Skreen, county Sligo, and the Tollmen* 
itone in Cornwall. 

The first kind of Cromleach, being a flat stone, resting 
sometimes on two pillars, but oftener on three, called Curr-' 
amMach^ or Carrig-^Curra (the stone or rock to be cast at), is 
undoubtedly the Qin-nu Bitb He Ram of the Canaanites, 
menuoned Jos* 13. and 27. The name declares it to have 
been a temple dedicated to their God, the Heavens^ under 
the attribute of the Projector ^ or mover of things projected. 
We have notable remains of the worship of this famous God 
in this nation (says Hutchinson), (c). The Chaldeans named 
this temple Bith D*^lp Kolis, by which it is supposed they 
meant Mercury, whose name in Irish is Coll or Tait, These 
monuments the Chaldeans named D^^pno Merkolis, which 
Buxtorf explains '* Statua Mercurialis, Idolum Mercurii 
cui cultus certus fiebat — dispositi fuerunt duo lapides magni, 
unus hinc, alter illinc, quibus tertius impositus, media sui parte, 
utrumque tegens.— Veteres etiam appellarunt Bith Kolis, 

Domum 
(c) Moses principiai p. 2. p- 313. • 
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differs from the most of those aBtfquitie^ which f 

have seen, as having a deep' sloping Bank far withi 

c G outside, 

Domutn Kolis, dc quo apud TalmudicosT — Ad dKclds tres 
kpides pryicuhantur alii lapides cerco ritu, ^ cultu. Sanfi.- 
C. 7. f. 60.— Qui projecit lapidem ad Merkolis, (si coni- 
mittit idolatriam) qui. hie est cultus ejus:'* 

Sundry authors construe Prov. 26'. and S. oji ragam, to 
throw stones, sicut qui mittit lapidem ia acervum Mercurii. 
See Selden, Maimonides, Vossius, &c. ' \ 

Hence Borlase observes, some of the Cromhhs of Corni 
wall were quite inclosed and buried, as it were, in the 
Cam. ' As we find another name 'of ' Mercury in the 
ChalJee and Arabic was Katab, i. e. the Writer $ and in the 
former language Kata signifies an upright rock or stone, 
L.at. cauteSf Gall, roches escarphs^ Saxon CoUy Cyte^ Rupes, 
Spelunca ; I am of opinion the Chaldee <^r Phasniciaa 
rtDp"anD Katab'Katay has beeft corrupted to Kit-iottyy as the 
Irish Ctoch'tnarlit is of Ctech Mor-Kata (d) ; whence Kiits 
Catty Houje^ the vulgar English name of the famous Curr- 
dm-kach or Cromhacb in' Kent, which, according to 
Camden and others, was erected over the burial-place of 
Catigem, brother of Vortimer king of the Britons ; but it 
is more probable that, finding this Cromleach at hand, they 
buried him under it : for it is remarkable, that the nearest 
quarry to this monument is six miles distant. Would it not 
have been easier to have conformed to the general mode of 
sepulchres, and have raised a earn of earth over him, rather 
than have been at the vast trouble and expence of drawing 
such immense stones, some of which weigh more than eighl^ 
tons, tiie distance of six miles, to cover the corpse of the 
brother of a king ? — Dr. Borla^c is certainly right in placing 
this monument as a Cromleach. 

T)l€S€^ 

(d] Twcnty-t^roe feet ip girth. 
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outside the moiiiit^ enclosed with upright stones, and 
which is about two hundred yards in circumference ; 

the 

These monamcBts were so named from the Ch. »rr\ Remat 
Jmatt prcjicere. — The Jews had sacri^ces appointed to be 
brought to the temple of God» called by this oame» rendered 
the Jleavi'efirhijgs of their himd. 

The Laplanders have a custom of throwing stones in the 
worship of the God Jumala. (Schefer» p. 21) Sale, in the 
fre&ce of the &oraD» observes the same of the Arabians. 
PHtSf in his account of the religion and manners of the Mo- 
hSmmedanSf p. 1559 3d £d. describes the same practice; 
whence I conclude it was one of the general modes of Pagan 
worship* es^blishfd before the dispersion, as aUution, lus- 
tratiotty &c» most certainly were, from their general use 
among all nations. 

Now the word no*) rama, to project, when applied to the 
actions of the mind (with which this God had no business) 
«gmfies to deceive; and the projected stones^ rising at 
length in heaps, called by the Irish Lachtan and Cirom^ the 
Chaldean word hdV Gharema, signif^ng a heap, acervut, 
came at length to signify the worship of this projeaing cere- 
mony ; and the oriental word^ being pronounced Hharema^ 
Hharmaf or GharemOf the Greeks formed their idea of 
Hermes f the prince of frauds, tricks, and cunning ; and from 
the same word is derived our Irish Crom^ and Cam^ a heap, 
a pile. — Ex Harma, vel Garma, fit Lat, Grumus, GalL 
Grumeau, Sax. Cramman, Anglice Cram; farcire, saginare ; 
posset et hinc esse Horreum ubi acervantur frumenta. 
(Thomassin.) Hinc & *Ep/xii\', fraudum, & astutiarum prin- 
*ceps Mercurius, unde & Mercurii nomcn. (id.) 

The large rude monument of this kind, in a pyramldical 
form, is c'eruinly a symbol of their great, invisible^ and un- 

knowa 
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the entire area which it corers may be about a rood 

of groun4> and is rather on a gentle eminence in a 

c c 2 large 

known God ; the riiV tnn Charam Loaach» i. c* the detoted 
or consecrated stone ; the Irish CrmCnuchf or A$sar^ the 
Creator $ the "w* iashar» of the Chaldees ^d Phimician>» 
from the word implying the Crukr^ and the Aehmr or MAait 

of the Brahmans. 

These emblems (\f the Deity» as the creator of tfaef 
hiivens and the mover of the bodies projected^ must hate 
been established before the dispersion. Hence arises Dr. 
Borlase's observfttion ; << What nation^ sectt or reIiglo6t 
this kind of monument may be said properly to belong to» OT 
had its rise rrom» is a point not easily to be adjusted, says ht^ 
seeing we find them in Denmark, France, Gerauray, anid: 
the isles of the Mediterranean Sea adjacent to the eooMa of 
Spain and France, in Jersey, Ireland, Britain, aadtto Bri^ 
tish Isles ; and perhaps in many other countries dsey wiftrOCf 
cur, especially the northern kingdoms, by which they shdalA 
seem to ha?e been Celtic monumentSf and with th^fi nafflerotts 
people carried into all their settlements. 

' This ingenious author had not consulted all the writers 
on the pagan worship of the Eastern nations ; his ideas were 
confined to the Northern alone. — Kircher would hate 
pointed out to him the Cromleach of the Egyptians ; Castel- 
Lis would have shewn him, the Orientals had forty-eight ways 
of writing the name of the attribute ascribed to this Deity, 
all of which terminated in the Greek 'Ep/Lc^f, in which word 
they comprehended the mption of all things, even the atoms 
of vegetables, under this attribute, adding atjengdi wings to 
this image, to shew they supposed it had wings and power to 
fly upward, descend, or any way 4^ and> as an attribute of 

^ what 
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large plalh'^ enclosed by lofty hills at some distance, 
fjDrming a spacious atn'phitheatre ; the stones are. of a 

hard 

Mist tkef:taok ibr aXSod* coiJd commumcate that power 
t^ a«d liaake other iklngs ily.«-Thas, -firom the ignonmce of 
fttt hner heathens and the fneYarication of the Jews, they 
fUndedtfaeir Baal»*dak, a God of the air, a Bying God ; but 
10 these remote countries, the original attribute continued to 
Cijristianity. 

.. There are sereral places in Canaao» and parts adjacent^ 
najuqd from this attribute Jirma ; so in Ireland we have se« 
i^^al : £rwc RavAar^ or the hill of Rema» on which these 
<^oizileAchs.haye been placed; and I am much misuken, if 
many of pur knds denominated Curra*s do not originate 
from the same kind of worship. 

: ^ The Fat9rlw was the Chaldee name for the Crom-leacbf 
^gfi^ing the stone of adoratiooi from njo phane, coluit^ 
a4pi|[^it»..^e.Ufin uphanUf ad idola* Levit. xix. 4. The 
y^rd also' signifies, respexit, adspexit \ hence Gen. xxxii, 
j£| 'VOi^^i^ J%cpb Donen istius loci t?M*MS Fhani-elf quia vidi 
Deum, phanim al pbanim^ facie ad faciem i hence in Chaldee 
C2\ish *J£) phani lephanim, the Sanctum sanctorum. {Bu^» 
tprf ex Talmud.) 

Fan tbere&rc became a general word for every place of 
public worship) as Fan Loluis, the church of St. Lobus in 
CO. of Corke; &c. ; hence the L^tin/anum, 

Mias signifies an altar, ^thiopice Mysway, Arabice 
Mlz'heh \ hence SHabh Miast now called Sliabh Mis, or the 
Mountain of the Altar, in co. of Kerry, 

A certain number of these ahars and temples were in every 
Falrce or episcopal see of Ireland, and each Fairce had its 
peculiar priests ; hence Fairce^ a diocese, plural Fcurighf 
parishes ; the word is Chaldee, pis pharh^ finis, terminus, 
pars, separare. 

We 



V 
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hard grit, resembling granite, but not so perfect in 
the grain. Within this glacis or slope, the. base of 
the temple gradually rises towards the mound, 
whose circumference is one hundred and sixty 
yards, and is completely girthed or enclosed with 
long and ponderous stones, «€^ upright^ and closely 
joined together. At t^e north-wesjtern aspect the 
principal entrance is formed by aVicnpte bank of 
easy ascent ; and at tfie ojpdsit^ extreme there is 
another open, which app^rs t^be rather accidental, 
than of original design; it is jriUcfe parrower than 
the other, and is contiguous to the Altar, which lies 
in this point. 

The 



We must not here omit another name for an altar, which 
approaches so near to the Hebrew, it seems to point out the 
real derivation of it, and to have been borrowed from us by 
the Jews ; it Is jirala or Urala, The Hebrew ^fe^n« Ariel 
(£zek. xliii, i6.) the altar whacfa was twelve cubits long and 
twelve cubits broa;d, i$ the same word, letter for letters thQ 
interpretation of the Rabbins is Leo Dei ; the Irish Arala^ 
the height or mount of worship, is surely a more rational 
explanation.— Co//^tf/</f?^fl de rebus fiifimmh vol. iv. p. 479^ , 
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The horizontal slab, which is very ponderous, 
rests on three upright stones, each about ten feet 
long, though they do not appear to be so much as 

half 
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half their height above die surfaoe, until we examine 
the olose hollpw spot in whi<^ they stand, below the 
level of the ground* Nine smaller stones, set u|ft in 
like manner, form tlie pfding of the altar, but the 
slab does not rest upon any of them ; Aey only mrva 
to wedge in and support the three principal bearidg 
stones. 

The slab is aknost of a triangidar shape, whose sides 
measure twenty feet ; but it appears to have bad 
originally far greater dimensions, from the circum- 
stance of the ground, which joins this altar, being 
sunk in like manner for many feet d^tancoi and 
also is enclosed with uprigfat stones, set up in the 
saiQ^ position, and on a level mik diose which sup* 
port the slab ; it is tU^ more probaiblQ that this sli^ 
was of greater size, as., in any of those temples now 
c:KAsting, there is no stoae paling but what imin,^* 
diately encloses th^ altf^r, |M)d ot\ which tbe ho^i-^ 
zontal flag resta. 

If, then, this altar was ^r^wned with SQ^ massy «k 
slab as would cover so extensive a paling, it i$ won- 
derful how such an immense weight, and unwieldy 
body, could be elevated to such a height on th^ 
hiearing stones without th^ powers of mechanism^ 
to which so Fude a people must have b^en st^angers^ 
I have beard it accounted for, as being probable^ 
ths^i Bftfix the upright stop^s bad been •set up, a large 

stag(% 



:tM ■ -- SEATUTICAL SaKVXT 

'Stage*. of' trtet, extending to a consicierable distance 
"af cMmd Aebs, might haye been heaped across eaeh 
^'ol^r, and thu spacea within iilled up -with sods and 
?Stt>fM ; .that thii stage of -gradoal ascent, being raised 
&«oliigh.as the tops. of the bearmg stones, was then 
^^rmiy Gomedovier'with eattfa ; that the joint labour 

of men, oxen, and horses might then be united, to 

Arag the slab liptheiBcent, xintil it was rested on 
ithe jstones^ after which the stage scould be removed, 

a setiife to^ the shib remainiog. in its. desired po- 
• sition. ' , . . 

.Ttiis.adcient relique .was about fire years, ago in 
^perfeict preservation in eyexy respect, excepting the 
- qkb f and L am concerned to state, that tiie present 
<^eecopier of the lands, an bpMetvt -"brewer inN&wry, 
Ims alniost eMk^ly dlefMfitled'thef oatei^ paling, and 
'Apipropriated- die stortfcs 4o' bflitdtttg Mil the town. 
"Thts devastation* has "already rekched the interior 

works ; but it is hoped that here the sacrilege wiJI 
•rest, and that the altAr will be spared, to mark one 

of the most ancient reliqucs which exist in this 

county. The annexed drawing*teprcsents its figure, 

as it'stood about fivo yeara agO/ 

I'must observe, tnifitilslitng this sketch qf these 
•baronies, that there is- ho Hm^sione in this district, 
'.nor h there any appearance 6f this fossil nearer than 

Carlinrgford, tfen mile^ distant from Newry. It 'is 

rather 
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rather a singular circumstanoe, that on the opposite 
shore, In the county of Down, there are large rocks 
of it close to the water's edge, and it is not found 
within ten y^rds from the beach^ nor in any other 
part of that country. 
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CHAP. XIV, 



CONCLUSION. 

I HAvX already explained, in the preface to this 
work, that I cannot flatter myself that these Reports 
can be considered free from error. The nature and the 
variety of the enquiries must preclude the possibility 
of such a work being perfected by an individual ; 
and, indeed, the author extremely regrets that, firom 
fortuitous circumstances, and his very iU state of 
health at the several times ht visited this county, he 
was precluded the satisfaction he should »have re-^ 
ceived, and, of course, the more correct informal 
tion, from the gentlemen of the county, so few of 
whom be bad an opportunity of consulting. 

Should they have the goodness to correct any 
errors they may discoveit, or supply any omissions, 
and favour the author with tlieir observations, under 
cover to the Oiiblin Society, he will pay ^very at- 
tention to their opinions iu the next edition, whi^ 
will be published as soon as the n^essaxy materials 
are collected. 

la 
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la making my acknowledgments to the very few 
gentlemen, who favoured me with any assistance, I 
have, in a particular manner, to return my sincere 
thanks to James Dawson, Esq,, churman of the 
county. I feel that I have trespassed on his polite 
attention ; but my readers will allow I could not 
possibly have drawn my information from a more 
intelligent source, or rested it upon surer authority. 

CHARLES COOTE. 
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Extracts from Harrises Hibernica^ and Captain 
Pynnar^s Survey of Ulster y in 'which are given 
the Names of tji6 original Patentees of the 

m 

forfeited lands of this County ^ and their Deno^ 
minationSf with preliminary Observations^ . . 



HAVING already given the present state of 
property in this county, in the-fiecond chapter andl 
fourth section y I shall now shew bow the estates 
were arranged, after this county became escheated 
to the crown, as taken from Harris's Hibarnica, 
and shall state, of the project for the plantation of 
Ulster, so much as may be necessary relative to 
our narration. It is proper first to refer to the 

state 
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state of property preceding the confiscation, and 
we find it was centered in the families of the 
O'Neirs, the M*Cane*s, and O'Hanlon's. 

In the commencement of the seventeenth century 
it was principally vested in the families of M^ Henry, 
Acbeson, O^Neil, Bro'wnlow, and 0*Hanlon, exclu- 
<sive of the great territories settled on Moharty, which 
die M^ Canes forfeited in rebellion ; and also a great 
tract of comitry, called 'Oirtlier^y was escheated to 
the crown, which a branch^of the O'Hanlon's had 
lost in rebellion. 

I ^all proceed now to speak of that allotment 
of lands, which was made in 16L0 by James 
1. as reported by Pynnar in hia survey of the es- 
cheated 

^Ohrther was a district in the south of this county; 
tte hereditary chiefs were the O'Hanlons; some of this 
fiu&ily eojoyed their ancient patrimony within diese two 
ceatoties. Hie 6'Carroll's had also a wing of this coun- 
ty, called Orgiel^ which territory comprehended Oriel and 
iTrif/, derived from Olr Caelj or the Eastern Cae! ; this 
WIS an ancient a^d entensive district, which included part 
%t this county; and the whole of Lonth and Monaghan 
was giavemed by its proper king, subject in some respects 
to the stipreme monarch. The sovereignty of this ter- 
fitory was invested in the family of the O'CarrolPs, he- 
xeditary chieftains of Hy Cairo!. 

Collectanea de rebus Hibcrnicis, VoK III. page 402. 
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cheated counties qf Ulster, but it will be proper to 
give the general outline of the project, with aa 
extract from it, for the division and plantation of 
this province, so far as relates to this county. 

In the project there were four general ppints 
observed in every county, viz. : 

1st. That the proportions of Iwd, to be distrih 
buted to undertakers, should be of three diflerent 
quantities : the first and leasts to consist of so man/ 
parcels of land, as would make 1000 English acres, 
or tberlsabouts ; the second or middle proportion, 
of so many parcels as would n^ake 1500 English 
acres; and the third and greatest, of so many 
parcels as would make 2000 English acres, or ther^ 
abouts. 

2d. That all the lands, escheated in every county, 
should be divided into four parts, whereof two parte 
should be divided into proportions, consisting of 1000 
acres a piece ; a third part into proportions of 1509 
acres; and the fourth, into proportions of 2000 
acres. 

3d. That every proportion should be made a pa- 
rish, and a parish church should be erected thereon, 
and the incumbents should be endowed with glebes 
of several quantities, viz. An incumbent of a parish 
of, ope thousand acres should have sixty acres ; an 
incumbent of a parish of fifteen hundred acres 
should have ninety acres ; and an incumbent of a 

parish 
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^rish of two thousand acres should have one hun- 
dred and twenty acres; and that the whole tithes 
«nd duties ot every parish should be allotted to 
every incumb^t, besides the glebes aforesaid. 

4fti. That ifae'tindertakers of these lands should be 
of several sorts; 1st. Ehglish and ' Scottish^ who 
-were to plant tlteir proportions wit\i English and 
Sodttish t^tferits*; M. Servitors in Ireland, who might 
yStS EngfiA ot Irfeh tenants at their choice ; 3d. 
MfUtdflT of those counties, who were to be free- 
holders* 

- The general butlitie of th^ project being under- 
stood, 'it ststtes that, '^ the County of Ardmagh is 
^ tlrvidfed by ballyboes, but because the ballyboes 
*' are not found to be of equal quantity or num- 
'^^ ber of acres, the distribution of this county is 
^^ to be made by acres. 

** The whole county doth contain 77,300 acres*, 
^^ which will make sixty-one proportions, viz. of 
^' tlie least thirty-eight, of the middle sort thirteen, 
** and of the greatest proportion ten, and thirty acres 
*' over to be added td some parish. In every of 
*' which proportions there is to be a parish and 
•* incumbent with glebe, and by this ut supra.^^ 

For 
* Arable aud pa^ure oolj* 
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Far the Church. ^ 

'^ 1st. Out of these are to be deducted first, 
^^ primate^s share, which do contain 2400 acres* 

" 2d. For the incumbent's glebes, 4650 acres. 

^< 3d. For monastery lands already granted, 430 
*^ acres. 

'^ 4th. The lands of the Fughes already possessed 
'* by Sir Tirlaugh M^ Henry, containing 9,900 acres. 

" 5th. The lands granted to Sir Hepry Oge, con- 
** taining 4,900 acres. 



The Undertakers portion. 

<< So as after these deductions made, there re- 
*^ m^in for undertakers 55,620 acres, ivhich make 
« ih all forty-two proportions, viz. : of the least 
** twenty-seven ; of the middle sort, nine ; and of 
** the greatest, six, which may be thus distributed, 
** viz. : 

" To the English and Scottish undertakers twenty- 
** eight, viz. : of the least, eighteen ; of the mid- 
** die sort, six ; and of the greatest, four. 

" To servitors six, viz. : of the least, four ; of 
^^ the middle sort, one ; and of the greatest, one. 

D d "To 
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" To the natives eight, viz.: five of the least; 
*^ two of the middle sort ; and one of the greatest. 

*^ The odd acres remaining are in number 3120^, 
*• uliich may be thus divided, viz. : 

" Twelve hundi'ed acres td four corporate towns 
** or boroftghs, which are to liave like liberties, 
*' and hold their lands as is before expressed, viz. : 
'< to Ardmjigh 300 acres, to Mount-Norris 300 acres, 
^- to Charlemont 300 acres, and to a corporate 
** town to be erected at Tanrjgee, in O'Hanlotfs 
*' country, 300 acres. Of the rest 1200 may be 
** granted to the coHege of Dublin, anii the residue, 
*^ being 720, to be allotted to the maintenance of 
" a free school to be erected at Ardmagh. 

" Touching the natives -who shall not be free- 
'* holders, they are to be placed or removed by 
** order of the commissioners as in Tyrone *. 

'' The 

*The following extract frjfci the project rehtive to 
Tyrone will best explain this, viz. Harris, page 55. 

" Touching the disposing of the natives, some may be 
"planted upon the 2323 acres of land (which were two 
" of the small proportions), and the glebes of the parsons ; 
" others upon the lands of Sir Art. O'Neal's sons, and 
** Sir Henry Oge ON'eil's sons, and of such other Irish, as 
*« shall be thought fit to have any freeholds there y some 
** others raay be placed upon the portions of such servitors 

**a8 
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** The escheated lands in every of the said coun^ 
^^ ties being thus divided and distributed, the seve- 
** ral undertakers are to have such estates^ and to 
" yield sqch rents and services, and to observe such 
" other articles as are lately published in print by 
** his Majesty's command*. 

" Lastly for the encouragement and advancement 
*^ of the scholars of the college of Dublin, and to 
*^ furnish the churches of Ulster with sufficient in- 
** cumbents, we think it convenient, if so it please 
^* his Majesty, that there be six advowsons in every 
** county given to the college, three of the best, 
*^ and three of the second value." 

D d 2 Observations 

** as are not able to inhabit these lands with English or Sco^' 
** tish tenants, especially of such as best know how to rule 
*' and order the Irish. 

** But the swordsmen are to be transplanted into such 
*^ other parts of the kingdom, as, by reason of the wastes 
^< therein, are fittest to receive them, namely into Connaugbtf 
** and some parts of Munster, where they are to be dispersed, 
** and not planted together in one place; and such swords- 
** men as have not followers, nor cattle of their own, to 
** be disposed of in his Majesty's service." 

* These are printed at large, in Harris's Hibernica, with 
orders and conditions for the plantation, from page 63 to 
.72. 
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Obs&nations on the Project. 

• 

This project is - ascribed to be the work of tbe 
privy council of Ireland^ drawn up for the const- 
deration of the King and English government, as 
a guide for the plantation, and was in several res- 
fects differed from in what relates to this county ; 
for in the project it is stated, that Tirlagh M^Heniy 
O'Neil had been granted, by patent, the precinct 
of the Faghes, containing 9,900 acres; and by 
Pynnar's survey, which follows, it appears that 5,500 
acre^ of that precinct were granted to Scottish un- 
dertakers. ^ 

The grant of lands for the free-school of Armagfi 
did not take place till the reign of Charles the 
First. 

The transplantation of Irish swordsmen or sol- 
diers into'Connaught, or Munster, was not observed 
in this or other counties; and, though in the pro- 
ject provision was made for erecting several cor- 
porate towns, many of them were omitted through 
the escheated counties. 



Having 
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Having; explained tbe heads of the project, and 
referred the reader for ample information to Harris's 
Hibemicay I shall now extract, from Captain Pynnar's 
Survey of the forfeited counties of Ulster, the state 
of property in Arnfiagh in the years 1618-19, which 
was taken a few years after the grants had been 
made by tbe King ; as the royal commi9sion, issued 
previous to the plantation^ w^s in the seventh of 
James the First, anno 1610, it follows, that the 
grants must have been made between that ycsstf 
^d 1618, when th^ survey w^s tate^. 



COUNTt 
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COUNTY OF ARMAGH. 

The Precinct of O^Neilarij allotted to English 
Undertakers. 

No. I. 

*^ 2500 acres. William BromloWy Esq, hath two pro- 
portions, viz. Dowcoran, being 
i500 acres, and Ballenemony, 
1000 acres. 
Upon the proportion of Ballene- 
mony,- there is a strong stone house 
within a good island ; and at Dowco- 
ran there is a very fair house of stone 
and brick, with good lyme, and hath 
a strong bawne of timber and earth, 
with a pallazado about it. There is 
now laid in readiness both lyme and 
stone to make a bawne thereof, the 
which is promised to be done this 
summer. He hath made a very fair 
town consisting of forty-two houses, all 
«« which are inhabited with English fa- 

milies, and the streets all paved clean 

through 3 
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through ; also two water mills, and a 
wind mill, all for corn, and he hath 
store of arms in bis house. 

I find planted mid estated upon this land of Brittish 
Faniili^s^ 



Lessees for 
years 52, 



VIZ. 



Fre-holdcrs V 

5 7iz. ^ 



' I having 
I having 
I having 

5 having 
I having 

13 having 

8 having 

6 having 
6 having 

9 having 
I having 
I having 
I vhaviog 



420 acres. 

300 acres. 

240 acres. 

200 acres le 

1 20 acres. 
60 acres le 
50 acres le 
40 acres le 
30 acres le 
26 acres le 

1 00 acres. 

II acres. 

5 acres. 



piece. 

piece, 
piece, 
piece, 
piece, 
piece. 



5 having 1 20 acres le piece. 



Total 57 fami- 
liesy ^ho have 
divers under 
them ; and all 
these have ta- 
ken the oath of 
supremacyyand 
are able to make 
an hundred men 
with arms.— 
There is also 
good store ojE 
tillage, and not 
one Irish family 
upon all tb.9 
X land. 



No. 11, 



IPPO acres. Sir Oliver St.. John y Krit, hath^ a 
thousand acres, called Kernati. 
Upon this there are two bawnes of 
timber, and moated about, and made, 
very strong. There is in each of these 
an English house of cage work, andi 
%viO English faqaiUes dwelling in them; 

thete 



n 
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there is, near to one of these bawnes, 
five bouses, being inhabited with Eng- 
lish families ; the rest are dispersedly 
upon the land three or four familieli 
together. 



I find planted and estated en this land ofBrittish 
tenants. 



Freeholders 
5, viz. 

Lessees for 
yean eighth 

vix» 



Cottag< 
four^ 



f ^ 

igcrsy J ment 
', viz. I with 
tde. 



5 having 1 20 acres le piece. 

2 having 120 acres le piece. 

3 having 100 acres le piece. 
2 having 60 acres le piece. 

havihg 40 acres. 



Each of these have a tene- 
ment and a garden plott, 
conimoas for their cat- 



Total i^ fami- 
lies* who with 
their under te- 
nants are able 
>-to make thirty 
men with arms; 
and thirteen of 
these have ta- 
ken the oath of 
supremacy. 



No. III. 



William Powell was ^ t Mr. Obby ns hath 

* first patentee. V2000 acres. ^ 2000 acres, called 
J (Bailnevoran. 

Upon this there is built a bawne 

of spdds, with a palazado upon it of 

boards, ditched about. Within this 

there is a good fair house of brick 

and lyme, himself dwelling thereon; 

near 
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near to this he hath built four houses 
inbabite4 with English families. 

I find planted and esiated^tpon this land of Britiish 
tenants. 



Freeholders f J having xao acres le piece* >^These twenty 
5, viz. X z having i©o acres le piece. J tenants, with 
4 Wvng 100 acres le piece* /their under te« 
t having 60 acres le piece. C nants, are ablp 
} having 66 acres le piece. I* tp make fbrty- 
Z having 40 acres le piece. \ six mea with 
I having 30 acres. janss. 

} having ico acres jointly. -«' 



Less«s for 
years 15, 
viz. 



No. IV. 



The Lord Say was i 



tee. 



^Mf.CopehathSOOO 

^u £ ^ "^ . \ «^^^ J acres, called Det- 

the first p^ten. V3000 acres. ^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ jj^^ 

Upon this there is a bawne of lyme 
ahd stone, an hundred and eighty feet 
square, fourteen feet high, with four 
flankers, and in three of them he hath 
built very good lodgings, whiclf arc 
three stories high. There are also 
two water-mills and one wind-mill: 
and near to the bawne he hath built 
fourteen houses of. timber, which are 
inhabited with English families. . 

Ifind 



APPENDIX* 



I find planted and esiated upon ihu land of Brittish 
tenants. 



FreeboldersJ 
six, vk, 1 

f 



Lessees for 
years 34, ^ 
viz. 



Cottagers 7, 
viz. 



1 having 200 acres. " 
3 having 1 20 acres le piece. 

2 having 60 acres. 

3 having 120 acres le piece. 

4 having too acres le piece. 

2 having 80 acres le piece. 

3 having 60 acres le piece. 

1 having ^$ acres. 

2 having 50 acres le piece. 
2 havbg 40 acres le piece. 
7 having 30 acres kr piece. 
2 having 25 acfes le piece. 

2 having 23 acre^ le piece. 

1 having 44 acres. 

3 having 20 acres le piece. 

2 Jiaving 10 acres le piece. 

3 having 3 acres le piece. 
2 having 2 acres. 

I having I acre le piece, with 
commons for their cattle. J 



These 41 faml* 
lies, with their 
under ten^^s, 
are able to make 
80 men with 
arms. There 
are f8 of these 
have taken the 
oath of suprc^ 
macy. 



No. y. 



1000 acres. Bichard Boulstone hath a thousaiict 

acres, called Semore. 

Upon this there is a bftwne of sodds, 

with a pallazado, and moated about, 

and a little house in it, inhabited with 

an English family; and near to the 

bawne 
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bawne he hath made nine liouses^ 
which are inhabited with English te- 
nants. 



I find planted md estafed upon this land of Brittish 
tenants^ 



^irizl^^"! 2 having loo acres le piece.^ 
Lessees for f 6 having lOO acres Ic piece. | 



years, 8, 
TO* 



{■ 



having 
having 



2o acres. 
1 z acres* 



Total, lo fa- 
^milieswho,with 
^their under te- 
nants, are able 
^tomake24meft 
iwitb arms* 



No. VI. 

2000 acres. John Heron hath two thousand afres^ 
caUed Aghivillan and Brochus. 
Upon this he hath built two small 
bawnes of earth,'With a pallazado upon 
them, and a ditch about them; and 
near unto each of these bawnes he 
hath built houses, which are inhabited 
with English families. 



IJmi 



^ 
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/ Jind planted and estaied upon this land ofBrittish 
families. 



Freeholden 
If viz. 

Lessees for 
years 12, 
▼iz. 



I having i8o acres. 

1 havitag 120 acres. 

2 having 30 acres le piece. I 

3 having 20 acres le piece. 

2 having 15 acres le piece. \ 

3 having 10 acres le piece. 
I having 60 acres. 



^Toul I3ftmi' 
flies»which,with 

their under iXm 
^nantSf are aUe 

to make 26 men 
i with arms. 



No. VII, 

1500 acres, WiUiani Sianlioxoe hath 1500 acres, 
called Kannagoolan. 
Here is nothing at all built ; himself 
^ . ia in England, and b$ith been there 

these seven years. There are not 
above three or four poor English men 
upon the land. All the land ia inha- 
bited vritb Irish* 

No. VIIL 



tOOO acres. Francis Sacheverillj Esq. hath two 
thousand acres, called Mullallelish 
. and Leggacorry. < 



APfEtmnL 



^i 



I find planted and estated upon this land of Brittish 



tenants. 



Freeholders; « 5"|»g i50 acres. 
. < X having izo stcresv 

^* • t > having loo acres. 
I having 22a acres. 
5 having 100 acrea le piece. 
I having 95 acres. 
I having 80 acres. 

1 having 74 acres. 
4 having 60 acres. 

2 having 40 acres le piece. 
I having 1 2 acres. 
I having 15 acres. 
I having 30 acres. 



Xies9ees< for 
years 18, 
viz» 



Total 21 fami- 
Ues» whoywkh 
dieir under te« 
'nantSf are able 
toniake5omea 
vdtharms. 



No. IX. 

1500 acres. John Dillon, Esq. hath .one thousand 

five hundred acres/ called Mulla- 

bane. 

Upon this proportion there is a 

house begun some three years since, 

but is not half finished, being of brick 

and lyme, and a very fair building. 

There is no ba\vne. He hath great 

store of tenants, the -which have made 

^ two villages, and dwell together. 



Jfimi 



iB 
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1 Jind planted and estated upon this land of Brittish 
families. 



Freeholders f 
3, viz. \ 

Lessees for' 
lives i8t 
viz. 



Lessees for 

years 8, 



3 having I20 
his sons. 

3 having loo 

4 having loo 
2 having loo 
2 having 8o 
I having 

5 having 
I having 

1 having 

2 having 
I having 
1 having 
I having 
1^ having 
1 having 



70 
60 

50 
47 
30 
40 
30 
23 
20 

10 



acres le piece/ 

acres jointly. 

acres jointly. 

acres le piece. 

acres le piece. 

acres. 

acres le piece. 

acres. 

acres. 

acres le piece. 

acres. 

acres. 

acres. 

acres. 

acres. 



Total 29 (ami- 
lies, who, with 
their under te- 
nants, are able 
to make 40 men 
with arms. 



No, X. 

The Precinct of the Fewes, allotted to Scottish 
Undertakers. 



lOOO acres. Henry Atcheson^ Esq. bath a tbousand 

acres, called Coolemalish. 

There is upon this a bawne of city 

and stone, being an hundred and 

twenty feet long, and eighty feet 

broad y 
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broad, with four flankers. In this 
bawne there is a house ; the one hatf 
is stone and lyme, and the upper part 
is timber. I find a great number of 
tenants on this land, but not any that 
have any estates, but by promise, and 
yet they have been many years upon 
the land. There are nominated to me 
two freeholders, and seventeen lease- 
liolders, all which were with me, and 
took the oath of supremacy, and peti- 
tioned unto me, that they might have 
their leases ; the which Mr. Atcheson 
seemed to be willing to perform it unto 
them presently; these are able to 
make thirty men with arms. Here is 
2reat store of tillage. 



No. xr. 



James Craig ^ C John Hamilton Esq. bath 

was the first > 1000 acres. ^ a thousand acres, call- 
patentee. 3 C ed Magbarientrim. 

Upon this there is a bawne of stone 

and clay, being sixty feet square, 

twelve feet high, with two flankers. 

I find 



ao 
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I jind planted andestated upon this lajid of Brittish 
families* 



Fracboldert r i haTiDg 200 acres. 
%f viz. ( I having i«o acres. 
haviDg 120 acres. 

I acres le piece, 
i acres. 
> acres. 
I acres. 

Cottaoes 12 C ^^^^ of these have a tene- 
wonagcs 12 1 j^^^^ jy^^ j^ garden plott, with 

( commons for their cows. 



Lessees for 

years 69 
viz. 




Total 20 fami- 
lies» able to 
make 30 men 
with arms. And 
these have all 
uken the oath 
of supremacy. 



No. XII. 

William Lawders^ f iri'^Lf Tth^' 

patentee. j (Kilruddan. 

Upon this there is a bawne of stone 
and clay, sixty feet square, twelve feet 
high, with two flankers, and a bouse 
in it. Near to the bawne there are 
seven houses, being inhabited with 
Brittish tenants. 



innd 
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1 find planted and estated upon this land of Brittish 
tenants. 



Freeholders f 
J two, viz. I 
Lessees for 

years 5, 

viz. 

Cottagers ^ 
iO| viz. 



2 having 12b acres Je piece/ 

2 having 126 acres le piece, 
having 60 acres. 
having 66 acres le piece. | 
Each of these have a tene-' 
< ment and garden plott, with 
C commons for their cattle. 



!i 



iTotal 17, able 
to make 30 men 
armed ; and all 
these have ta- 
ken the oath of 

(supremacy. 



No. XIII. 



500 acres. John Hamilton^ Esq. hath 500 acres, 
called Edenagh. 
The other five hundred acres were 
gotten from him by the dean of Ard- 
magb. Upon this there is a bawne of 
stone and clay, pointed with lyme; 
there are near the bawne six houses 
inhabited with Brittish tenants. 



E e 



Ifind 
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/ Jind planted and estated upon this land of Brittons. 



Freeholder 
one, viz. 

Lessees for 
years4, 

TIZ. 



Cottagers 
five. 



{ 

{ 

f£ac] 
menty 
with 
tic. 



I having 1 20 acres. 

I having 1 20 acres. 
I having 100 acres.) 
I having 80 acres. 
I having 30 acres. 
Each of these have a tene- 
and a garden plotty 
commons for their cat- 



Total 10 fami- 
liest whoywith 
their under te- 
nants, are able 
•> to make 22 men 
with arms sand 
all theae have 
taken the oath 
of supremacy. 



No. XIV. 



S'xtJa^nes Dow 
glas was the 
first patentee. 



:} 



^Archibald Aichesoiij 

2000 acres. J Esq hath two thou, 
wwv ^^. -s g^^j acres, called 



Clancarny. 
Upon this there is a bawne of stone 
and lyme, being an hundred feet long, 
eighty feet broad, and ten feet high, 
with four flankers two stories bigh, 
and thirteen feet wide, within the 
walls, which serve for good lodgings. 
There is also a castle begun, which is 
eighty feet in length, twenty-two feet 

wide, 
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wide, and is now two stories high. 
There are near to the bawne seven 
houses inhabited with Brittish tenants. 
He hath in the bawne great store of 
arms, which will arm 129 men. \ 



I ^find planted and estated upon this land of Brittisfi 
families. 



Freeholders f i having 200 acres, 
four, viz. ( 3 having 100 acres le piece. 

1 having 200 acres. 

2 having f 80 acres le piece. 
Lessees for 1 having izq gcra. 

years 20, ^ ^ having 60 acres le piece, 
viz. 6 having 60 acres joindy. 

2 having 60 acres jomtly. 
^ 4 having 60 acres joindy. 
" Each of these have a house 
1 , a«d garden pk>tt« with com- 
I , mons for their cattle. 



Cottagers 
five, viz. 



T Toul 29 fiuni- 
lies, who, with 
their under te- 
nants, are able 
to make ^144 
men with arms. 
Besideshehath 
built a town, 
called Clancar* 
ny, where be 
*hath 29 Brit- 
tish tenants 
^dwelling; each 
of them having 
some small pai% 
celsofland;so 
that in the 
whole number 
he can make 
173 men arm- 
ed. 



E e 2 



No. 
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No. XV- 

The Precinct of Orior, allotted to Servitors and 
Natioes. 

500 acres. Sir John Davies^ knight, hath five 

hundred acres, called Cornechino. 

Upon this there is nothing at all 

built, nor so much as an English tenant 

« on the land. 



No. XVI. 

1500 acrqs. Sir Oliver St. TbAu, knight, hath fifiteen 
hundred acres, called BaUemoore. 
For building there cannot be more 
spoken than what hath been formerly 
by Sir Josias Bodly, only the town is 
increased in buildings, being all inha- 
bited with English tenants. There 
are nine Irish families in the town, 
which come to church, and have taken 
the oath oi^ supremacy. 



No. 
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No. XVII. 



1000 acres. The Lord Moore hath one thousand 
acres, called Ballemonehan. 
Upon this there is a bawne of lime 
and stone, very near one hundred feet 
square, yi'ith two flankers; in one of 
them there is a small house built, being 
inhabited by an Irishman. 



No. xviir. 



2000 acres. Henry Powcher^ Esq. hath two thou- 
sand acres, called Claire. 
Upon this proportion there is a 
bawne of lyme and stone, being one , 
hundred fe^t in length, and eighty 
feet in breadth, and fourteen feet high, 
with two flankers. There is now in 
building a good strong stone house, 
which is fully two stories high, and a 
number of workmen labouring for the 
'speedy finishing thereof. 

No. 
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No. XIX. 

1000 acres. Captain Anthony Svnih balh one 
thousand acres. 
Upon this there is a bawne of stone 
and clay, trhich was formerly begun 
by Sir Thomas Williante. The said 
Captain hath bcgini another bawne of 
stone and lyme, being in a more con- 
venient place, the which shall be 
eighty feet square, with two flankers, 
and a good stone house thirty feet 
long, and twenty feet broad. This is 
undertaken to be finished by July, for 
there are a great number of men at 
work. 



No. XX. 

200 acres. Lieutenant Pcyns hath two hundred 

acres, called Curriator. 

Upon this there is a bawn of eighty 

feet square, the lower part whereof 

is of stone and. clay, with a house 
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in it; but lie not liking of the seat 
hath begun a bawne of one hundred 
feet square, with three flankers, and 
a large house, all which shall be of 
brick and lime, which is there now 
in the place, with workmen labour- 
ing very hard, and is undertaken to 
be finished by August. 



No, XXI. 

1000 acres, Eenry Mc^Shane O^Ntal hath 
one thousand acres, called Cam- 
logh ; but, be being lately dead, it* 
is in the hands of Sir Toby Caul- 
field, who intended to do something 
upon it ; for as yet there is nothing 
, built," 



No. 



as appendix; 



Religious Houses of the County ^ from Sir James 
Ware^s Antiquities of Ireland, 

Ahhey of St. Peter and St. Paul^ in Armagh. 

** The first founder, it is thought, was 4$*/, 
Patrick ; the second Imams O'Hedegain. master of 
Malackias O^Morgair, afterwards archbishop of Ar- 
inagfa. The canons were of the order of St. Augustin. 

Priary in Armagh. 

A convent of Minorits was there founded by 
Patrick OfScanLain^ archbishop of Armagh, in the 
year 1263 or 1264. 

Txvo Nunneries in Armagh* 

There were likewise two little nunneries built 
there, the one called the temple of St. Bridget ; 
the other Temple-na-ferta^ or the temple of wanr 
d^rSi^ wherein St. Lupita^ sister to St. Patrick^ was 

burie^. 
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buried. Of the first founder I find no certainty ; 
but Jocelynj in the life of St. Patrick^ cap, \Q5, 
says they were founded by St. Patrick. 



Nunnery of Kilskve-cuilinl 

Founded by Darerca, called also Montrne, where 
she was abbess, apd died July the 6th, in the year 
$18. 



Jieligious Houses of the County, ay stated in 
ArchdaWs Monasticon Hibemicum. 



ARMAGH, 

Priory of Regular Canons. 

<« A. D. 445. St. Patrick, the great apostle of 
this kingdom, founded an abbey here in this year, 
or in 457, for regular canons of the order of St. 
Augustin, and dedicated it to the apostles St. Peter 
and St. Paul; it continued, for many ages, one 
of the most celebrated ecclesiastical foundations in 
Ibe world. 

This 
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This abbey, and all the possessions thereunto be- 
longing, were granted, in May 1612, to Sir Toby 
Canlfieldy Knight, at the rent of fire pounds Irish. 

Prioty of the Culdei. 

The Culdei, or Colidei, were secular priests, and 
served in the choir of the cathedral of Arpiagh; 
their president was called the prior of the college 
of the Culdei, and was as a precentor to the said 
church ; upon a vacancy a prior was elected by the 
whole college of the Culdei, but he received his 
confirmation from the archbishop. 



TempU Brigidi 

Is said to have been founded in this town hy 
St. Patrick. 



Temple Fanagh\ 

Or the church of the Miracles, was founded with- 
out the town by tlie same Saint, for St. Lupita, 
his eldest nster, who was buried here ; and; in- the 
beginning of the last century, her body was found 

buried 
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baried deeply under the rubbish of btt ancient 
nunnery, in a standing posture ; two erofiscs were 
also discovered closely guarding the body before and 
behind. 

January 9, 1618, King James granted the mo* 
nasteries of Temple Fartagh, and Temple Breeds 
to Francis Annesly, Esq. 

Pominican Frianf. 

Porter in his annals tells us, that there was one 
at Armagh ; which is more than probable, other^ 
wise the primate Scanlain, who was of that order, 
would not have made his foundation for the friars 
i9inor« 

Franciscan Friary^ 

The friars of the order of St. Francis were brought 
into this tpwn A. D. 1261, and Patrick Scanlain, 
who was then primate, built a house for th^m two 
years after ; though Wadding, the Franciscan, as 
quoted by Allemande, assures us, that it was 
founded in the year 1291, by O'Donnel, 

Clonfeakle, 

St. Lugud, or Lugaid, the son of Tailchan, was 
abbot of Cluain-fiacul^ that is^ the church of the 

Tooth, 
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Tootb| so named from a tooth of St. Patrickx which 
was said to have been preserved here. St. Lugud 
was a very aged man in the year 580. 

Kil7nore^ 

St. Mocfatee, who afterwards built Louth, founded 
Kilmoreaedhain, in the territory of Huadmeth \ the 
church is dedicated to St. Aedan. 

Kilmore is now a parish church, three miles east 
of Armagh, 

Kilslne. 

Wadding, the Franciscan, calls this Killare, and 
says it was the principal monastery belonging 
to the third order of Franciscans in Ireland. 
Thomas Ornay was made perpetual commissary pf 
it in the year l-t^7. 

Killevy^ 

At the foot of the mountain of Slieu Gullen, in 
the barony of Orior. 

St. Darerca, otherwise called Monenna, sister to 
St. Patrick, was abbess of Kilsleve, or Bebleibhe ; 
she died A. D. 517, or 518, and her feast is held 
on th^ 6th of July. Others say, that tl^is nunnery 

was 
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was built by St. Monenna about the year 630, after 
she had quitted Faugher, in the county of Louth. 

Kilsleve is now a parish church in the diocess of 
Armagh. 

Stradhailloyse. 

Wadding says^ that it is in the diocess of Armagh, 
and that a monastery for conventual Franciscans 
was founded there A. D. 1282, and that a pro- 
vincial chapter of the order was held therein in 
the year 1315. 

Tahellen ; 

In Hy-meith-tire. St. Patrick founded Teg-talain, 
and made St. Killian bishop of it ; his feast is held 
on May the 27th. 

This church was burnt A. D. 670. 



FINIS. 



Imtructions to the Binder. 



Map of the County to face page i. 
Chart of Lough-Neagh to face page 96. 



ERRATA. 

Page I9« in the Ecclesiastical Table, for 139300 acru in 
Meath county ^ read ifjoo. In the next column^ under 
the head Pariihesi same page, the numeral is not added 
in the tot, which is correct ; it should not be disunguished 
by the figure, but the word two. 

Page 20, line 8, for 3, read 5, and then add this sentence ; 
the Chapters of Cb fist Church, and St. Pairick\ DuhEn, 
to 3. 

Psige 38, line 1 2, for, specious^ read, spacious* 

I 6$i I 4, for, interrupted^ read, interspersed. 

' 90, ■■' 5, for, Portmorru, read, Portnorrism 

■ 148, ■■' 4, for js, i</., read, is, 'j^d. 

' 172, ■ 17, for, veryf read, very few. 

— 175, ■ ■' ■ lo, for, the during f read, durisig the» 

._ 259, ■ 10, for, steps f read, steeps. 

' • 339, — 7-21, for, bouse, read, market-house, 

355i ' ■ 6, for. Doctor Lester, read. Doctor LesUe. 
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